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ST ANDREW’S, LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 4 DECEMBER 2022 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Generous and loving God, 
We place ourselves in your power this day.  
Come amongst us, Lord Jesus, by your Spirit,  
Amen.1 

ADVENT CANDLE CAROL:  
Advent candles tell their story 
as we watch and pray, 
longing for the Day of Glory, 
‘Come, Lord, soon,’ we say. 
Pain and sorrow, tears and sadness 
changed for gladness 
on that day. 

Prophet voices loudly crying, 
making pathways clear, 
glimpsing glory, self-denying, 
calling all to hear. 
Through their message — challenged, shaken — 
hearts awaken :  
God is near !  

Mark Earey (b.
 
1965) 

© Mark Earey 

OPENING PRAYERS 
Dear Lord,  
Thank you that you are constantly drawing us 
towards you. Not forcing or coercing, but inviting and 
encouraging us into deeper relationship with you.  

Thank you for all that you use to prepare the way:  
- the people and things which break down the 
barriers we put up, intentionally or otherwise, to 
keep you out 
- the wonder of your creation which humbles us,  
- the challenging words of a close friend which rouse 
us, 
- the kindness of a stranger which reminds us of the 
divinity in everything.  

May we draw near to you today.  
Prepare this time for us, and prepare our hearts to 
receive what you have in store for us this Advent.  

Just as John the Baptist proclaimed “repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near,” may we answer 
that same call, knowing that transformation comes 
through acknowledging that the status quo, in 
ourselves and in the world, is not as it should be.  

 
1 Call to Worship written by Tim Baker 

We repent today, because the Kingdom of Heaven 
has come near, and with God’s grace we can bring it 
nearer still.  Amen.2 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

HYMN: Long ago, prophets knew 
Christ would come, born a Jew, 
come to make all things new ;  
bear his people's burden, 
freely love and pardon :  
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring !  
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing !  
When he comes, when he comes, 
who will make him welcome ?  

God in time, God in man, 
this is God's timeless plan :  
he will come, as a man, 
born himself of woman, 
God divinely human :  
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring …  

Mary, hail !   Though afraid, 
she believed, she obeyed. 
In her womb, God is laid ;  
till the time expected, 
nurtured and protected :   
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring …  

Journey ends !   Where afar 
Bethlem shines, like a star, 
stable door stands ajar. 
Unborn Son of Mary, 
Saviour, do not tarry !  
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring !  
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing !  
Jesus comes !  
Jesus comes !  
We will make him welcome !  

Fred Pratt Green (1903–2000) 

READINGS: Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-13;  
Matthew 3:1-12  

HYMN: Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, 
gentle as is the dove, 
teach us the truth and help us believe, 
show us the Saviour's love. 

You spoke to us long, long ago, 

2 Opening prayers written by All We Can 
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gave us the written word ;  
we read it still, needing its truth, 
through it, God's voice is heard. 
Spirit of God, unseen as the wind… 

Without your help we fail our Lord, 
we cannot live his way ;  
we need your power, we need your strength, 
following Christ each day. 
Spirit of God, unseen as the wind… 

Margaret V. Old (1932–2001) 
© Scripture Union 

REFLECTIONS ON THE READING 
Gaze on harvest time in ancient Canaan: the whole 
community must work hard together to bring in the 
grain. First the men cut down the ripened grain, 
gripping their hand sickles till they get blisters. Then 
the women must bind the barley or wheat into 
sheaves, much like those we used to see in our fields, 
before those ugly black plastic wraps became 
commonplace. Watch them bending and 
straightening, bending and straightening, mopping 
their brows in the warm air.  

Then the grain is carted back to the open-air 
threshing floor, where it is loosened from the straw, 
sometimes by the heavy tread of cattle. The site has 
been specially chosen because it is exposed to the 
prevailing winds. By now, it is late afternoon, and the 
breeze has risen in time for the grain to be 
winnowed. Up in the air they toss the grain, straining 
their shoulders, so that the wind will blow away the 
straw and chaff, leaving the heavier grain at the 
winnower’s feet. This is the grain that they can use; 
this is the grain that is good.  

The wind is vital to this operation, for without it, the 
good grain could not be collected.  

John the Baptist is telling us this is just like the Holy 
Spirit, not always gentle and mild, but sifting, and 
judging. For the last job of the harvest was to burn 
the chaff.  

Consider how glibly we use the metaphor of the 
wheat and the chaff when we want to judge others, 
and divide them into the ‘approved’ and the 
‘disapproved’. In today’s Old Testament lesson, from 
Isaiah, we heard how, when God’s plans reach 
fulfilment, the lion and the ox, the bear and the cow, 
the wolf and the lamb, and the leopard and the kid, 

 
3 Reflection taken from Gazing on the Gospels by Judith Dimond 

will all lie down together. So we learn that God’s plan 
is for the kingdom of heaven to be inclusive. God 
does not choose to exclude us, but so often, we 
exclude ourselves by thinking we are better than 
others, or purer, or more righteous. Just like the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees, in fact. Consider how 
God is teaching that we must be prepared to share 
the kingdom with unlikely bedfellows.  

Consider how John, in common with all prophets, 
meant his message to be for us as a community, as 
well as individuals. It is often the collective choices 
made by a society which show our real values. We 
cannot blame the economic crisis of 2009 on a few 
bankers; we must be honest about our complicity and 
repent. We cannot hide behind our church 
membership and say we didn’t subscribe to greed. 
What did we actually do to change people’s hearts 
and minds? ‘Do not think you can say to yourselves, 
“We have Abraham as our father”’, said John.  

Contemplate how short Advent is. We have only four 
weeks to prepare for the kingdom. But if we had 
longer, would we be any more prepared? Sense the 
urgency in this reading. We are told to repent now.  

Contemplate how you are preparing for Christmas: 
when you write your cards, do you dash them off in a 
hurry without a thought for the person you are 
sending them to? Or do you think of each person in 
turn, and contemplate what they mean in your life, 
and how they have played a part in your life’s 
journey, and give thanks?  

Some questions to consider this week: 
1) How can we ‘prepare’ for Christmas in a way that 
helps us with our discipleship and journey of faith (i.e. 
how can we make Christmas meaningful)?  
2) What are some of the things we would like to 
change about the world, that we often blame on 
others or assume are nothing to do with us (e.g. 
politics, economics, climate change, etc.)? Are there 
some achievable actions we can do or change that 
will make a difference?  

We pray: 
Dear Lord, help me to prepare for your coming by 
making space and staying still.  
Help me to prepare by honest examination of myself. 
Help me to lift my face to the wind of your Spirit 
And be prepared for your coming.  Amen3 
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HYMN: O come, O come, Immanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear :  
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Immanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

O come, O come, O Lord of might 
who to your tribes, on Sinai's height, 
in ancient times did give the law 
in cloud, and majesty, and awe :  
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Immanuel… 

O come, O Rod of Jesse, free 
your own from Satan's tyranny ;  
from depths of hell your people save, 
and give them victory o'er the grave :  
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Immanuel… 

O come, O Key of David, come, 
and open wide our heavenly home ;  
make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery :  
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Immanuel… 

O come, O Day-spring, come and cheer 
our spirits by your advent here ;  
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death's dark shadows put to flight :  
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Immanuel… 

Latin, 18th century, based on the ancient Advent Antiphons 
translated by John Mason Neale (1811–1866) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Heavenly Father,  
We thank you for the example of John the Baptist – 
the example of someone who prepares the way for 
your arrival  

May we be people who prepare the way for you in 
ourselves and in others this Advent.  

Thank you for the model of humility which John 
offers us – choosing to point to you when he could 
have accepted personal acclaim.  

Fix in us the same humility.  
Not a humility which backs away from action or shirks 
responsibility, but one which seeks to release power, 
not cling to it; one that points to something greater 
and has no need for ego.  

We pray for the work of All We Can as it seeks to put 
local communities facing poverty in the driving seat. 

 
4 Prayers of intercession written by All We Can 

Grant All We Can the humility to constantly amplify 
the voices of local communities, not its own, the 
humility to allow communities to flourish on their 
own terms, not ours.  

We thank you for the sharp words John has for those 
who do not recognise the injustice they commit.  

While all of us fall short and require repentance, we 
think particularly of those places and situations 
where great suffering ensues because of a refusal to 
repent.  
We pray for the war in Ukraine, which could be so 
easily ended with one man’s repentance.  
We pray for the countries where All We Can’s 
partners operate, that leaders domestically and 
internationally would not turn a blind eye to poverty.  

We take a moment now to bring to mind our 
personal prayers.  
[Quiet] 

All this we pray in Jesus’ name.   Amen.4 

HYMN: Praise to the God who clears the way 
preparing room and space ;  
for power and pride will lose their sway 
as peace comes in their place. 

Praise to the God who comes to judge 
the truth of word and deed, 
who calls our minds and wills to change, 
rebuking wealth and greed. 

Praise to the God who waits with us 
for hope and joy to reign, 
who shares our suffering and our loss, 
embodied in our pain. 

Praise to the God who comes to bring 
comfort to all who mourn. 
The whole creation ‘Glory’ sings 
as Christ the light is born. 

Jan Berry (b.
 
1953) 

© Jan Berry 

BLESSING 
Out we go, into the midst of winter  
and the midst of Advent.  
As we wait, as we prepare, as we open our hearts to 
you, Lord God,  
come amongst us and inspire us, by your grace.  
We go in grace, in hope, in anticipation. 
We step out in love.   Amen.5 

5Additional prayers by Tim Baker 


