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ST ANDREW’S, LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 27 NOVEMBER 2022 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Today is Advent Sunday: 
this Sunday of waiting,  
this Sunday of beginnings. 

We are waiting Lord, 
beginning again our journey with you. 
We are seeking you, Lord,  
wanting to know more of you.  

Come amongst us, by your Spirit.  Amen.1 

SONG: Like a candle flame, 
flickering small in our darkness. 
Uncreated light 
shines through infant eyes. 
God is with us, alleluia. God is with us, alleluia. 
Come to save us, alleluia. Come to save us. Alleluia !  

Stars and angels sing, 
yet the earth sleeps in shadows ;  
can this tiny spark 
set a world on fire ?  
God is with us, alleluia… 

Yet his light shall shine 
from our lives, Spirit blazing, 
as we touch the flame 
of his holy fire. 
God is with us, alleluia… 

Graham Kendrick (b.
 
1950) 

© 1998, Graham Kendrick / Make Way Music Ltd 

OPENING PRAYERS 
Loving God,  

As we prepare for this time of advent, prepare us for 
worship this morning.  
As we look ahead to your arrival, remind us that we 
will still encounter you today, wherever we are.  
As we anticipate your birth, may we anticipate the 
signs of new life breaking in all around us.  

Thank you that whether this is the first, or the 
hundredth time we have experienced Advent, that it 
will hold freshness for us.  
Thank you that the story of your birth is not just a 
pleasant tale, but a transformative event in human 
history where everything is turned on its head.  
Thank you that you invite us to be a part of this 
ongoing story.  

 
1 Call to Worship written by Tim Baker 

Lord we come before you, acknowledging that we 
have not lived up to the values that you show us in 
Advent: 
we have chosen power when you would choose 
humility,  
we have distanced ourselves from others where you 
would pitch your tent amongst us,  
we have idolised status where you would give 
yourself none.  

We take a moment now to bring to mind other ways 
we have fallen short of God’s vision for us and the 
world.  

We bring these things to you, Father, in total 
knowledge of our endless need for forgiveness, and 
your endless willingness to provide it.  Amen.2 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

HYMN: Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free, 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art, 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us for ever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone ;  
by thine all-sufficient merit 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

READINGS: Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122;  
Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44  

SONG: Darkness like a shroud covers the earth. 
Evil like a cloud covers the people. 
But the Lord will rise upon you 
and his glory will appear on you, 
nations will come to your light. 

Arise, shine, your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord has risen on you !  

2 Opening prayers written by All We Can 
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Arise, shine, your light has come, 
Jesus the Light of the world has come. 

Children of the light, be clean and pure. 
Rise, you sleepers, Christ will shine on you. 
Take the Spirit's flashing two-edged sword 
and with faith declare God's mighty word ;  
stand up and in his strength be strong. 

Here among us now, Christ the Light 
kindles brighter flames in our trembling hearts. 
Living Word, our lamp, come guide our feet 
as we walk as one in light and peace 
till justice and truth shine like the sun. 

Like a city bright so let us blaze ;  
lights in every street turning night to day. 
And the darkness shall not overcome 
till the fullness of Christ's kingdom comes, 
dawning to God's eternal day. 

Arise, shine, your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord has risen on you !  
Arise, shine, your light has come, 
Jesus the Light of the world, 
Jesus the Light of the world, 
Jesus the Light of the world has come. 

Graham Kendrick (b.
 
1950) 

© 1985, Thankyou Music.   

REFLECTIONS ON THE READING 
So here we are in Advent.   Again.  

In the darkness longing for light.   Again.  

The world can seem like a dark place, can’t it?  

Perhaps there have been dark times in our own lives 
or in the lives of our loved ones.  

As we head into the Advent and Christmas season, 
we see much uncertainty around us, in the news, in 
our politics, in the world. And, of course, we see the 
darkness of the shorter-days and the longer-nights 
here in the UK. In our Gospel reading we read about 
Jesus predicting the end of the world - and the fear 
and uncertainty, the 'darkness' this might have 
brought to mind for the disciples might be felt by 
many in our world today.  

The Christmas story reminds us that we are not alone 
when we experience darkness. Jesus suffered. Jesus 
understands our suffering and the suffering of a 

 
3 Reflection written by James Morley 

world that is often dark and still longing for light. That 
is what it means for God to be 'with us'. Immanuel.  

Where do you see hope at work in today's lectionary 
readings? 
Isaiah was a great prophet of hope. There is much 
hope in the Psalms. Jesus brings hope to us all. But 
where do you notice hope? 

Our hope is bigger than a sort of vague thinking that 
'everything will work out', it is more like a practice. 
Not the kind of hope that buys a lottery ticket and 
crosses its fingers but that deep Hebrew hope that 
holds onto and lives in line with what we believe will 
one day be – even if surrounded by so many signs to 
the contrary.  

As Brian McClaren said recently: "We have to keep on 
working for signs of hope, even when don't see any 
yet. That's what real hope is."  

Are you feeling hopeful this Advent? Are you able to 
commit to hope again? 

But… 
Here we are in Advent.   Again. 
In the darkness longing for light.   Again.  
The world can seem like a dark place can’t it? 

But isn’t it always darkest before the dawn?  

So, may we be strengthened in endurance and 
patience as people of a kin-dom of light that is not yet 
but will fully be.  

May we speak, act and live in a way that celebrates 
the light of love, justice and peace where it is to be 
found and offer that light where it is not. Until that 
kin-dom of light fully is.  

For all people.  And all creation.  Amen.3 

HYMN: Day of judgment !   Day of wonder !  
Listen to the trumpet’s sound, 
louder than the voice of thunder, 
echoes all creation round :  
God of mercy, God of glory, 
may we then in Christ be found. 

See the Judge, our nature wearing, 
with the angel he outsoars. 
Those who wait for Christ’s appearing 
then shall sing, ‘This God is ours ! ' 
Gracious Saviour, Lord of glory, 
own us in that day as yours. 
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At God’s call we shall awaken, 
to the bidding of the Lord ;  
every nation will be shaken 
by God’s own eternal word ;  
friend of sinners, Christ in glory, 
intercede for us with God. 

And to those who have confessed him, 
loved and served the Lord below, 
Christ will say, ‘Come now, you blessèd, 
see the kingdom I bestow’. 
God of mercy, friend of sinners, 
we shall then your glory know. 

John Newton (1725–1807) 
adapted by Norman Wallwork (b.

 
1946) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
“About that day and hour no one knows, only the 
Father.”  

Lord, we are as uncertain about when you will come 
again, as we are certain that you will.  
In the meantime, help us to live in the now and the 
not yet of your Kingdom – both still arriving and yet 
already here.  

Help us not to act as if your return is so imminent or 
so distant that to work for justice in the world is 
pointless.  
Help us to recognise that the arrival of your new 
creation is not detached from what we do now.  
We are your agents of change in the world, may we 
let you in so that you can work through us more 
powerfully.  

May we learn to live with uncertainty – humbly 
acknowledging the limits of our knowledge, and 
realising that certainty is not a prerequisite for 
service.  

We think of those who live with uncertainty every 
day, and particularly those whom the Methodist 
Church seeks to help through All We Can.  
We think of the women of the Binga district of 
Zimbabwe, who are hindered by traditional attitudes 
to gender, an isolated environment, and high levels of 
poverty.  
We pray for the work of All We Can’s partner the 
Zubo Trust, who train women in basket weaving as a 
means of economic and social empowerment – may 
they continue to help people fulfil their God-given 
potential.  

 
4 Prayers of intercession written by All We Can 

We pray also for any uncertainty in our own lives, and 
we take a moment to bring our personal prayers to 
God.  

All these things we pray in the name of Jesus.  Amen.4 

SONG: Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 
Christ, be our light !  
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light !  
Shine in your Church gathered today. 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has power to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 
Christ, be our light…  

Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
shared until all are fed.  
Christ, be our light…  

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone.  
Christ, be our light…  

Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
making your kingdom come.  
Christ, be our light…  

Bernadette Farrell (b.
 
1957) 

© 1993 Bernadette Farrell.   

BLESSING 
God, whoever comes to you, draw them to your love,  
draw them to your light, draw them to you;  
and the blessing of God Almighty,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you, and remain with you always.  Amen.5 

5Additional prayers by Tim Baker 


