
Reprinted using CCLI No 944608                                                     Materials produced by Twelvebaskets, The Vine                 1 

ST ANDREW’S, LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 6 NOVEMBER 2022 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Here we are, to worship, to praise, to give thanks and 
to learn and grow.  
Here we are, turning aside from the business and 
busy-ness of the world, to meet with the divine. 
Here we are.  
Come, Lord Jesus, by your Spirit. Amen.1 

HYMN: Come, let us with our Lord arise, 
our Lord, who made both earth and skies :  
who died to save the world he made, 
and rose triumphant from the dead ;  
he rose, the Prince of life and peace, 
and stamped the day for ever his. 

This is the day the Lord has made, 
that all may see his love displayed, 
may feel his resurrection's power, 
and rise again, to fall no more, 
in perfect righteousness renewed, 
and filled with all the life of God. 

Then let us render him his own, 
with solemn prayer approach his throne, 
with meekness hear the gospel word, 
with thanks his dying love record, 
our joyful hearts and voices raise, 
and fill his courts with songs of praise. 

Honour and praise to Jesus pay 
throughout his consecrated day ;  
be all in Jesus' praise employed, 
nor leave a single moment void ;  
with utmost care the time improve, 
and only breathe his praise and love. 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

OPENING PRAYERS 
Heavenly Father, 
You are our refuge and protector,  
our place of shelter and security,  
the one who walks with us.  
We lift our eyes and hearts to you  
and give thanks for your endless love.  
May we be reminded of the gifts you have given us, 
the strength you provide, 
and the eternal welcome you give to your people. 
With one voice, we will praise you and give thanks. 

 
1 Call to Worship written by Tim Baker 

And now, we confess our sins and recognise all the 
ways in which we have fallen short, in a moment of 
silence... 
[Quiet]  

As Jesus promised, we know that we are forgiven, 
loved, accepted and set free.  

Thanks be to God.  Amen.2 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

SONG: Over all the earth, you reign on high, 
every mountain stream, every sunset sky. 
But my one request, Lord, my only aim 
is that you'd reign in me again. 
Lord, reign in me, reign in your power 
over all my dreams, in my darkest hour. 
You are the Lord of all I am, 
so won't you reign in me again ?  

Over every thought, over every word, 
may my life reflect the beauty of my Lord ;  
’cause you mean more to me than any earthly thing, 
so won't you reign in me again ?  
Lord, reign in me… 

Brenton Brown 
© 1998 Vineyard Songs 

READINGS: Haggai 1:15b-2:9;  
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38  

SONG: Majesty, worship his majesty ;  
unto Jesus be glory, honour and praise. 
Majesty, kingdom authority, 
flows from his throne unto his own, 
his anthem raise. 

So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus, 
magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, the King. 
Majesty, worship his majesty, 
Jesus, who died, now glorified, 
King of all kings. 

Jack Hayford 
© 1981 Rocksmith Music 

REFLECTIONS ON THE READING 
We are going to use some of Judith Dimond’s writing 
to help us engage with this reading from Luke’s 
gospel – which is one of those that fits into the 
criteria of: “Religious leaders try to catch Jesus out”.  

2 Opening prayers written by Sheila Matthews (alt) 
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Why not try to remove some of the distractions 
around you, and imagine yourself there, in that scene 
we’ve just read.  

Gaze on Jesus – he must be tired by now, for he’s 
been teaching in the Temple for hours, and time and 
again he’s been questioned and even tricked. First 
the Pharisees challenged him over his authority, and 
he countered with the chilling parable of the tenants 
who would not acknowledge their landlord, even 
when he sent his son. Then he’d sidestepped the 
awkward question about paying taxes to Caesar, 
which was another attempt to catch him out and put 
him on the wrong side of the priests or the Romans. 
And now comes another sally, this time from the 
Sadducees, who try to ridicule the notion of 
resurrection. Jesus is unbowed by all these threats 
and tests. But he must have been so tired.  

Consider if we were reading this Gospel in Lent, we 
might emphasize the controversy and the threat to 
Jesus posed by the Sadducees’ questions. But reading 
the passage as we approach Advent, where we will 
consider the end of time, we are encouraged to think 
about God’s eternal plan. Consider the kind of 
afterlife Jesus is describing here. Reject the vague 
fantasies of your childhood, and the confusion we 
have been left with by the advances of modern 
science, which have so clearly shown us what lies 
above the heavens. Yet wait a minute – what of 
Einstein’s theory of relativity? What of recent 
descriptions of parallel universes and anti-matter? 
Consider the words of the Creed: if God is truly the 
Maker of ‘all things visible and invisible’, seen and 
unseen, we are acknowledging the mystery of other 
worlds, and the possibility of other states of being. 
There seems to be room after all for notions of 
eternity.  

Jesus chooses not to pander to our childish urge to 
know exactly what life after death will be like, but 
rather turns to the words God spoke to Moses: ‘I AM 
who I AM’. God is God of continuing creation, full of 
unending energy, and not God of destruction. In him 
all things are alive. And Jesus is saying that Abraham, 
once alive, is alive still. Once we have been lit by 
God’s spark and ourselves have been loved into 
being, God will always know us and cannot let us go.  

Contemplate the possibility of our senses and 
thoughts being so overwhelmed by God’s grandeur 

 
3 Reflection taken from Gazing on the Gospels Year C by Judith Dimond 

that all our attention is directed to him, and all the 
restlessness of our earthly life is over. The longing to 
recognize our loved ones is relinquished as we are 
caught up in worship and joy and glory.  

In the resurrection Kingdom we will be in the 
company of our great-grandparents we never knew 
and our great grandchildren yet to be born. In heaven 
we will all turn our faces towards God.  

Let us pray: 
Eternal God, I believe in you,  
the maker of all things, visible and invisible.  
So I give you thanks for all the people I have loved, 
and all those who have loved me, and are now united 
with you, 
For in you, they are alive. Amen.3 

HYMN: Sing we the King who is coming to reign ;  
glory to Jesus, the Lamb that was slain !  
Life and salvation his empire shall bring, 
joy to the nations when Jesus is King :  
Come let us sing :  praise to our King, 
Jesus our King, Jesus our King :  
this is our song, who to Jesus belong :  
glory to Jesus, to Jesus our King. 

All shall be well in his kingdom of peace ;  
freedom shall flourish and wisdom increase ;  
justice and truth from his sceptre shall spring ;  
wrong shall be ended when Jesus is King :  
Come let us sing …  

Souls shall be saved from the burden of sin ;  
doubt shall not darken his witness within ;  
hell has no terrors, and death has no sting ;  
love is victorious when Jesus is King :  
Come let us sing …  

Kingdom of Christ, for your coming we pray ;  
hasten, O Father, the dawn of the day 
when this new song your creation shall sing ;  
Satan is vanquished and Jesus is King :  
Come let us sing …  

Charles Silvester Horne (1865–1914) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Almighty God, 
The world is yours and all its inhabitants.  
There is much we have neglected in our care for it, 
and we need your help to protect and preserve it.  
Light of the world, shine bright in the darkness.  
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God of miracles, 
You took a simple meal and turned it into a feast for 
thousands.  
There are so many who are hungry and living in 
poverty.  
We cry out on their behalf and ask for your 
intervention and help. 
Show us what we need to do to build your kingdom 
here. 
Help us to be bold in fighting injustice and speaking 
truth where needed.  
Light of the world, shine bright in the darkness. 

Lord of the Sabbath, 
You took yourself away for solitude and silence. 
You taught us to pray and to rest.  
There are so many feeling weary and heavy.  
We pray for refreshment and restoration, that your 
Spirit will renew those who feel far from you. 
Lord, there has been so much grief and pain and 
some of us have not fully healed from the losses we 
have faced. 
Please comfort and hold close the ones feeling lost 
and alone.  
Help us to be filled with empathy and kindness when 
we encounter people who are hurt by life and 
struggling.  
Light of the world, shine bright in the darkness. 

Ruler of all, 
You turned the tables on the ones who desecrated 
the temple and made the establishment nervous.  
You asked questions that made people ponder. 
We pray that you will stir up our government and 
leaders to be asking their own questions of their 
leadership and seeking to be honourable, honest, and 
have the people’s best interests at the root of their 
decisions.  
Help us to lead with integrity and draw on your 
example in all that we do.  
Light of the world, shine bright in the darkness. 

Lord, our maker, 
You have crafted and created us; you know each 
intricate detail of our lives.  
Nothing is hidden from you, no thought, no deed.  
In our vulnerability, we open our hearts for you to 
examine them. 
We say silently the causes, people, and places that fill 
our minds and hearts.  

 
4 Prayers of intercession written by Sheila Matthews 

We pray that you will see and hear and act.  
Help us to be right with you, bringing our whole 
selves in worship and relationship with you.  
Light of the world, shine bright in the darkness. 
Amen.4 

HYMN: O for a thousand tongues to sing 
my great Redeemer's praise, 
the glories of my God and King, 
the triumphs of his grace !  

My gracious Master and my God, 
assist me to proclaim, 
to spread through all the earth abroad 
the honours of your name. 

Jesus — the name that charms our fears, 
that bids our sorrows cease ;  
'tis music in the sinner's ears, 
'tis life, and health, and peace. 

He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 
he sets the prisoner free ;  
his blood can make the foulest clean, 
his blood availed for me. 

He speaks ;  and, listening to his voice, 
new life the dead receive ;  
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice ;  
the humble poor believe. 

See all your sins on Jesus laid :  
the Lamb of God was slain ;  
his soul was once an offering made 
that all may heaven gain. 

In Christ, our Head, you then shall know, 
shall feel, your sins forgiven, 
anticipate your heaven below, 
and own that love is heaven. 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

BLESSING 
Let us go with joy and be sent forth with peace, 
Let us go and sing of God’s goodness in the places 
where we spend the rest of our week, 
Let us be open and ready for the encounter, 
Charged and energized to be Christ’s hands and feet. 
Amen.5 

5Additional prayers by Tim Baker 


