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ST ANDREW’S, LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 9 OCTOBER 2022 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Christ has called us, to be here and be present. 
The Spirit is here already, prompting and motivating 
us to make a change.  
God is ready to invite us to do something new and 
exciting in the world.  
Come amongst us as we worship, Lord.   Amen.1 

HYMN: I'll praise my Maker while I've breath ;  
and when my voice is lost in death, 
praise shall employ my nobler powers ;  
my days of praise shall ne'er be past, 
while life and thought and being last, 
or immortality endures. 

Happy are they whose hopes rely 
on Israel's God !   He made the sky, 
and earth and sea, with all their train :  
his truth for ever stands secure ;  
he saves the oppressed, he feeds the poor, 
and none shall find his promise vain. 

The Lord pours eyesight on the blind ;  
the Lord supports the fainting mind ;  
he sends the labouring conscience peace ;  
he helps the stranger in distress, 
the widow and the fatherless, 
and grants the prisoner sweet release. 

I'll praise him while he lends me breath ;  
and when my voice is lost in death, 
praise shall employ my nobler powers :  
my days of praise shall ne'er be past, 
while life and thought and being last, 
or immortality endures. 

Isaac Watts (1674–1748) 

OPENING PRAYERS 
Loving God, 
For the healing care you have offered to us;  
for the patience you have with us;  
for your presence that will never fail,  
we give you thanks.  

As we worship now we bring our hearts and spirits to 
you so that we may grow in our faith and service to 
you by serving others.  

We ask this in Jesus Name. Amen  

 
1 Call to Worship written by Tim Baker 

Ever patient and gracious Lord,  
you hear our cries, our moans, and our selfish desires. 
Yet you choose to forgive us when we confess our 
sins to you.  
Grant us a new start, a clean slate as we worship you. 
Help us to always look to you for our healing and to 
return thanks to you by praise and serving others in 
your name.  
For we offer this prayer of confession of our failures 
and gratitude to you the One who hears our prayers. 
Amen.2 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

SONG: Blessèd be the name of the Lord, 
blessèd be the name of the Lord, 
blessèd be the name of the Lord Most High !  
Blessèd be the name of the Lord, 
blessèd be the name of the Lord, 
blessèd be the name of the Lord Most High !  
The name of the Lord is a strong tower, 
the righteous run into it, 
and they are saved. 
The name of the Lord is a strong tower, 
the righteous run into it, 
and they are saved. 

Glory to the name of the Lord … 

Holy is the name of the Lord … 
Clinton Utterbach 

© 1988, 1989 Polygram Music Publishing Ltd 

READINGS:  Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; 2 Timothy 2:8-15; 
Luke 17:11-19  

CHANT: In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, 
in the Lord I will rejoice !  
Look to God, do not be afraid ;  
lift up your voices, the Lord is near ;  
lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

Taizé Community 
© Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, 

REFLECTIONS ON THE READING 
I’m not sure how many of you are football fans, but if 
you are you may well have the experience of having 
to sit in the wrong stand at some point. Whether it is 
going with a friend to watch your team with theirs, 
catching your home team when you are living away, 
or just because it was the cheapest ticket. Either way, 

2 Opening prayers written by Matthew Forsyth 
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when (or if) your team scores, there is that urge you 
have to fight back: you cannot cheer, at pain of being 
thrown out or beaten up. You are an outsider in a 
foreign land, and all you want is to be at the other 
end of the stadium cheering along with your fellow 
supporters.  

The two readings that we have before us both speak 
of exile, people who have been in a foreign land or 
people who have been pushed out by society and 
they tell us of how God, and God in Jesus, met with 
these exiles. Sadly, these two passages are not ones 
that we can read as being only about the past; they 
are passages that speak to the very reality of our 
society today, where people are stilled exiled, and 
they are still spurned by society. How then does the 
church minister and nourish the love of God that we 
have seen in these passages. Today then, we will 
think about what it means to be an exile, how did 
Jesus love the exile, how does the church love the 
exile.  

How does it feel to be in exile? Even if we have had 
that football experience, or we have turned up at a 
“fancy dress” party dressed as a clown instead of in 
tuxedo or cocktail dress, we are unlikely to have 
experienced true exile. This was not a new experience 
for the people of Israel, exile is a significant part of 
their history and no matter who invaded, some would 
be taken off and others would stay under foreign 
rule. In this instance, Nebuchadnezzar had taken 
prophets, priests and nobles from Jerusalem to 
Babylon, and was not the first time this had been 
done to them.  

In exile there is deep loss, hopelessness, a longing for 
what could be and a disconnect from that which you 
know and love. From the people of Israel, through the 
Roman occupation of the New Testament, to the 
present day, sadly exile has lived on. To find context, 
we must remember that the UK has experienced it 
and inflicted it, slavery is both a blight on history and 
a blight on present day society and we do not have to 
look far to find people in exile. Home is a place of 
security and comfort, of safety and sanctuary and to 
be in exile is to be separated from that. One of our 
most common forms of exile is the plight of the 
refugee forced from their home by famine or war and 
yet it is not the only form.  

Across the globe, and in our own country, we see 
individuals and whole groups marginalised because of 
who they are – whether that is the colour of their skin 

or the way that they look. Simply because of 
someone’s disability or because of who they love, we 
are far too good at shunning, ignoring or ostracising 
and thus putting people into exile. The Luke reading 
shows us a practical example of this, with the lepers 
keeping their distance due to the way that society 
saw them. Jesus himself discovered that he, a 
prophet was not welcome in his own town and 
eventually he would be shunned all the way to the 
cross. He knew the pain of exile.  

We tend to think that we are different from that but 
the reality is that, when we truly reflect on our 
community or our church, people would still feel 
uncomfortable or unwelcome. How well would a 
person from an ethnic minority settle in your town, 
would you embrace the homeless person who hasn’t 
had a wash for a year when they come to your church 
or would you put the kettle on and get the biscuits 
out for a drug addict who walked through your door? 
Exile is a reality and an invisible barrier and yet it is 
one that Jesus tried to overcome.  

So how does God meet the exile? Sometimes we may 
be guilty of reading passages such as the Jeremiah 
one from a privileged position. In this passage, God 
promises that they will build houses and settle down, 
plant gardens, marry and have sons and daughters 
and seek the peace and prosperity of the city. On first 
reading this may seem as though “it will all be ok”, 
this is a passage about not worrying for the future is 
in God’s hands.  

On a second or third reading, and one would imagine 
that a first reading for someone in exile, we actually 
find a promise for something so much deeper than a 
house. This is not the promise of bricks and mortar, 
but the promise of a home. It is something that goes 
to the deepest need of the person who is in exile and 
seeks to satisfy the strongest cravings of their heart. 
God promises safety and security and it is the most 
likely of the two things given in the final sentence, 
peace will be welcomed so much more than 
prosperity. When you long for something, when you 
pine for something, there is a churning deep within 
the stomach and the exile knows that that churning 
will one day be satisfied.  

I would imagine that, for the leper, the pain of exile 
feels a little different and in some ways, possibly 
worse. As an outcast of society, the lepers were 
pushed beyond the city walls but they can see that 
which they long for, they may occasionally see the 
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people they love even if they cannot be with them, 
and so the pain is underlined each time they do. And 
they knew what was expected, they kept their 
distance.  

Jesus’ words speak to what they long for, he does not 
have a long conversation with them, as he does with 
others. He does not ask them what they need. He 
simply tells them to go and re-join society. “Go and 
show yourself to the priests” he says with the subtext 
that, when they get there, all will be well. And they 
go in faith, would not many of us want to question 
this instruction and seek assurance that healing 
would come, but in faith they went. In some 
instances, such as the woman at the well, Jesus offers 
that reconnection with society, but in this instance he 
sends them off to be connected elsewhere, to be 
back in their homes and gardens, to know peace and 
prosperity.  

For the church, we must ask ourselves whether we do 
the same. When faced with the people highlighted 
earlier in the sermon, do we connect them with our 
society and offer them a home. It is quite natural for 
human beings to have some inbuilt bias, but it is 
important that we notice that bias and correct it 
when it affects our decision- making. I would imagine 
that the disciples were a few paces behind Jesus 
when they met the lepers, and yet they knew the 
score. We see elsewhere in scripture that they did 
not react well to the people Jesus was mixing with, 
and yet they still tried.  

Sometimes Jesus sought out the people that were 
unloved and sometimes they sought him out, but 
every time his reaction was the same – unconditional 
love. The prophets tell us that our Sunday worship is 
pointless if we do not act with justice and Jesus gives 
us one command – love.  

On our doorsteps there are people in exile. Your 
community may be hosting a family from Syria, 
Afghanistan or Ukraine, two doors down from church 
there may be someone with mental health problems, 
and a few houses down in the other direction there 
may be someone who is mocked when they go out 
because of the way that they look. In this community, 
God has drawn the exiles to himself, will you offer 
them a home and loving family, peace and 
prosperity? For that is our gospel calling – that in our 

 
3 Reflection written by Phil Jackson 

midst the exiles find the fulfilment of their deepest 
desire.  

Some questions for you to consider in the week to 
come:  
-  Who would you find it uncomfortable to sit next to?  
-  How will you overcome that discomfort?  
-  How can the church love those that society would 
call ‘unlovable’ better than we do?3 

HYMN: Let us build a house where love can dwell 
And all can safely live, 
A place where Saints and children tell 
How hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
Rock of faith and vault of grace; 
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
All are welcome, all are welcome 
All are welcome in this place. 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
And words are strong and true, 
Where all God's children dare to seek 
To dream God's reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
And a symbol of God's grace; 
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 
All are welcome, … 

Let us build a house where love is found 
In water, wine and wheat: 
A banquet hall on holy ground 
Where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
Is revealed in time and space: 
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us 
All are welcome, … 

Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
and live the Word they've known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
bear the image of God's face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger: 
All are welcome, … 

Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
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prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
All are welcome, … 

Marty Haugen (b.1950) 
© 1992, Hope Publishing Company 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of the lost,  
For who have lost their way, those who have lost 
their homes and those who have lost all hope,  
reveal yourself and the love that only you can bring. 
Empower your church to be a beacon to those who 
are searching.  

God of the lonely,  
Many seek love from the wrong place, because they 
have not known the one who is love.  
Others wander, seeking a connection that reminds 
them of “home” yet are never satisfied in their 
wandering.  
May your church reach out, holding their hand and 
offering a connection to the source of all love.  

God of the exile,  
For all those who have been separated from home or 
family, for those who have escaped with their safety 
and not much else, may they know your promise of 
home and peace.  
Change our society, that we may embrace rather than 
shun, those who seek a better life.  
Help us to replace closed borders with open arms and 
model the love of Christ.  

God of the leper,  
Some are still exiled due to their illness, and many are 
suffering.  
May your words of healing echo in our churches that 
your words may reach out into our communities.  
In the silence we pray for all those who need the 
healing that you gave the leper...  
[Quiet] 

God of peace and prosperity,  
Minister to us and through us that all may know that 
in you, hope can be awakened, love can rise, and light 
can dawn.  
Speak to us and the exiles and tell a new story in our 
midst.  Amen.4 

HYMN: Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 
pilgrim through this barren land ;  
I am weak, but thou art mighty ;  
hold me with thy powerful hand :  

 
4 Prayers of intercession written by Tim Baker 

Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, 
feed me now and evermore ;  
feed me now and evermore. 

Open thou the crystal fountain 
whence the healing stream shall flow ;  
let the fiery, cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through :  
strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield ;  
be thou still my strength and shield. 

When I tread the verge of Jordan 
bid my anxious fears subside ;  
death of death, and hell's destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan's side :  
songs of praises, songs of praises, 
I will ever give to thee ;  
I will ever give to thee. 

William Williams (1717–1791) 
translated by Peter Williams (1727–1796) 

BLESSING 
God of all grace, we go from this time of worship 
seeking to live out your plans for our lives, 
seeking to know more of you and be known by you, 
seeking to make you known in our friendships and 
relationships and the world around us.   Amen.5 

5Additional prayers by Tim Baker 


