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ST ANDREW’S, LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 12 JUNE 2022 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
The God who is God of relationship, 
invites you into relationship today. 

On this Trinity Sunday, when we give thanks for your 
three-in-oneness, O God,  
show us how to build, cherish and nurture those 
relationships in our own lives,  
and show us how to worship you.   Amen.1 

HYMN: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty !  
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee :  
holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
God in three Persons, blessèd Trinity !  

Holy, holy, holy !   All the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy 
sea ;  
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

Holy, holy, holy !   Though the darkness hide thee, 
though the sinful human eye thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy ;  there is none beside thee, 
perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty !  
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky 
and sea ;  
holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
God in three Persons, blessèd Trinity !  

Reginald Heber (1783–1826)  (alt.) 

OPENING PRAYERS 
Prayers of thanksgiving:  

Majestic creator, 
In love you formed the heavens and the earth  
and your works declare your glory. 
Thank you for giving us such beauty to behold  
and a rich landscape to take delight in. 
We respond to the good gifts of your creation  
with thanksgiving and praise 
for you alone deserve the glory, Amen.  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
perfect in unity and love 
thank you for pouring your love into your creative 
works  
and for revealing who you are in your redemptive 
acts.  

 
1 Call to Worship written by Tim Baker 

We glorify your name and rejoice in all you are. 
Amen. 

A prayer of confession:  

Heavenly Father, 
We confess that we have not loved you, our 
neighbours and our world like we ought.  
We have failed in the things we have said and done 
and in the things we have neglected to say and do.  

We have not sought your kingdom first 
but instead invested in our own selfish desires. 

Through your Holy Spirit, give us the strength to 
change our ways, 
living by the example of your Son,  
as people made in your image and for your glory.  

[Pause]  

In the stillness, we hear your reassurance, reminding 
us that we are loved, forgiven and set free.  
And for that we praise you this day, Lord. Amen.2 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

HYMN: Father in heaven, 
grant to your children 
mercy and blessing, 
songs never ceasing, 
love to unite us, 
grace to redeem us — 
Father in heaven, 
Father our God. 

Jesus, Redeemer, 
may we remember 
your gracious passion, 
your resurrection. 
Worship we bring you, 
praise we shall sing you — 
Jesus, Redeemer, 
Jesus our Lord. 

Spirit descending, 
whose is the blessing, 
strength for the weary, 
help for the needy, 
sealed in our kinship 
yours be our worship — 

2 Opening prayers written by Claire Welch 
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Spirit descending, 
Spirit adored. 

Daniel Thambyrajah Niles (1908–1970) 
© East Asia Christian Conference 

READINGS: Proverbs 8:1-4,22-31; Psalm 8;  
Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15  

HYMN: We believe in God the Father, 
God Almighty, by whose plan 
earth and heaven sprang to being, 
all created things began. 
We believe in Christ the Saviour, 
Son of God in human frame, 
virgin-born, the child of Mary 
upon whom the Spirit came. 

Christ, who on the cross forsaken, 
like a lamb to slaughter led, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
he descended to the dead. 
We believe in Jesus risen, 
heaven's King to rule and reign, 
to the Father's side ascended 
till as judge he comes again. 

We believe in God the Spirit ;  
in one Church, below, above :  
saints of God in one communion, 
one in holiness and love. 
So by faith, our sins forgiven, 
Christ our Saviour, Lord and friend, 
we shall rise with him in glory 
to the life that knows no end. 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (b.
 
1926) 

© Timothy Dudley-Smith 

REFLECTIONS ON THE READING 
In Proverbs 8:1-4, wisdom is personified as a woman 
who seeks to be heard by all. She positions herself on 
the heights to enable her voice to travel down to the 
roads. She positions herself at the crossroads, in the 
hustle and bustle of the busy parts of town. She 
positions herself at the gates, where she can be heard 
by the decision makers. This town is full of wisdom’s 
voice, they cannot say they didn’t hear her.  

- Where is wisdom’s voice today? And how open are 
we, and our decision makers, to it?  

Proverbs 8:22-31 looks at the theme of wisdom’s 
involvement in creation. Much scholarly debate has 
occurred to identify who she is. Does she represent 
the Torah? Does she give a pre-incarnation 
appearance of the second person in the Trinity? Is she 

God’s Spirit (Irenaeus)? Or should she not be limited 
to one thing or person, but be seen to be woven into 
all acts related to creation? Before anything is 
created, wisdom is there. Creation is formed skilfully 
with wisdom’s integral involvement. Implied in this is 
that it is possible to discern something of God’s 
wisdom in our study of creation. Often science and 
religion are pitted against each other, but this 
passage helps us to see how well related they are. 
Science should lead us to a greater understanding of 
God. A picture of celebration is created with God 
finding delight in wisdom and wisdom finding delight 
in God and his creation. There is something playful 
and enjoyable in these descriptions that remind us of 
the pleasure God gets from his creation. This 
challenges us to be wise in how we interact with 
creation, that we delight in the wonderful gift it is and 
act in ways that promotes its healthy flourishing.  

-  In what ways do you delight in God’s creation?  

-  How has science and the study of creation helped 
you to gain greater understanding of God and his 
wisdom?  

Psalm 8 is a beautiful wisdom psalm that is full of 
wonder and thanksgiving. The psalmist begins and 
ends his poetry with the same refrain, drawing our 
attention to the majesty of God. The writer describes 
something of the human situation, that as we look to 
the skies above us and the vast world around us, we 
sense the transcendent. Something beyond us, 
greater than us, in existence. The writer knows that 
this something is God.  

-  Where do you go to be drawn into a place of 
wonder?  

-  What moments of transcendence have you 
experienced?  

On reflecting on God’s wonderful works, he marvels 
at the fact that such a God cares for mere mortals, 
humans, each one of us. Amazingly, God has given us 
a wonderful role and an exalted position in his 
creation. Of all creatures, humans are made in God’s 
image, and he has crowned us with glory and honour. 
We have an important function in creation, to rule 
over it, reflecting the kingly rule of love and care 
displayed by our Creator.  

-  What does it mean to you that God is mindful of 
you and cares for you?  
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-  In what ways do we fulfil our role well and in what 
ways do we fall short?  

Romans 5:1-5 
Paul has made the case in the first chapters of the 
letter that we, both Jews and Gentiles, are justified by 
faith. Such faith enables us to have peace with God. 
We are no longer in a state of rebellion against God, 
no longer setting ourselves up as his enemies, but in 
Christ, we experience reconciliation with God. This 
means that we get access to God, to stand in his 
presence and, thanks to Jesus, we will be glorified as 
co-heirs with him. But we continue to live in a world 
rebelling against him, and this is why as his followers 
we can expect to suffer. Yet this suffering does not 
crush us or defeat us, because God’s grace is at work 
in us, and his power is giving us inner strength to 
endure, and this endurance produces character. In 
our afflictions we have the character to remain 
faithful, as we take refuge in God and lean on him. 
This is why hope is produced because God reveals to 
us that he is present and active in our lives now, and 
this gives us hope for our future with him. The 
experience described by Paul is of ‘God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.’ 
No matter what we face or how hard it gets, God 
gives us his love, a love that immerses our heart, our 
very core, our very being. God’s love holds us and 
sustains us in all situations that we face.  

-  What are your experiences of living in a world 
rebelling against God?  

-  Discuss the times when you have felt God’s love 
with you in times of suffering?  

John 16:12-15 
The disciples were not ready to hear all that Jesus had 
to teach them. Perhaps this is because certain events 
had to unfold, such as Jesus’ death, resurrection, and 
exaltation, before they were able to grasp their full 
meaning, or perhaps they would find the information 
overwhelming and emotionally upsetting. Jesus’ 
response reminds us that he is kind to us and 
attentive to our needs. The events to occur are not 
just regular events, they are extraordinary and world 
altering. To understand them they need God’s help, 
the person of the Holy Spirit to reveal it to them. In 
this passage the Spirit of truth will carry on Jesus’ role 
of teacher. The Spirit will not speak on his own, the 
message to be told and the truth to be revealed, has 

 
3 Reflection written by Claire Welch 

a trinitarian origin. For all that the Father has, also 
belongs to Jesus, and Jesus says the Holy Spirit will 
share what belongs to them. This reveals something 
of the inner working and intimacy between the 
persons of the Trinity. Just as Jesus has sought to 
bring glory to the Father, the Spirit will bring glory to 
Jesus.  

-  In what ways has Jesus been kind to you and 
attentive to your needs?  

-  How has the Holy Spirit been at work in revealing 
truth to you?3 

HYMN: God of grace and God of glory, 
on your people pour your power ;  
crown your ancient Church’s story ;  
bring her bud to glorious flower. 
Grant us wisdom, 
grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour. 

Heal your children’s warring madness ;  
bend our pride to your control ;  
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, 
grant us courage, 
lest we miss your kingdom’s goal. 

Lo, the hosts of evil round us 
scorn your Christ, assail his ways !  
Fears and doubts too long have bound us ;  
free our hearts to work and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, 
grant us courage, 
for the living of these days. 

Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878–1969) 
© Stephen F Downs 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Creator God, 
We pray for our leaders 
and all those in decision making positions.  
May they seek your guidance and wisdom.  
In the stillness, let wisdom speak  
and all who hear her respond.  
[Quiet]  

Creator God, 
We thank you for scientists 
and all those seeking to understand your world and 
are acting to make it flourish.  
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May barriers to their work be removed and new 
discoveries found.  
In the stillness, let wisdom speak 
and all who hear her respond.  
[Quiet]  

Creator God, 
Move us to care for your creation in a way that 
reflects your love.  
Help us to make decisions that reduces the effects of 
climate change and stops damaging your world.  
May we seek to create a world where all people can 
find delight in it.  
In the stillness, let wisdom speak  
And all who hear her respond.  
[Quiet]  

Amen.4 

HYMN:  Wind of God, dynamic Spirit, 
breathe upon our hearts today ;  
that we may your power inherit, 
hear us, Spirit, as we pray :  
fill the vacuum that enslaves us — 
emptiness of heart and soul ;  
and, through Jesus Christ who saves us, 
give us life and make us whole. 

Voice of God, prophetic Spirit, 
speak to every heart today 
to encourage or prohibit, 
urging action or delay :  
clear the vagueness which impedes us — 
come, enlighten mind and soul ;  
and, through Jesus Christ who leads us, 
teach the truth that makes us whole. 

Fire of God, volcanic Spirit, 
burn within our hearts today ;  
cleanse our sin — may we exhibit 
holiness in every way :  
purge the squalidness that shames us, 
soils the body, taints the soul ;  
and through Jesus Christ who claims us, 
purify us, make us whole. 

Michael Saward (b.
 
1932) 

© Michael Saward / Jubilate Hymns 

BLESSING 
On we go, in search of grace. 
From here we rise,  
seeking relationship with the divine and with each 

 
4 Prayers of intercession written by Claire Welch 

other,  
forward to go, playing our part in a world of justice 
and peace. 
We go by your Spirit,  
and in your mighty name, Lord Jesus.  Amen.5 

5Additional prayers by Tim Baker 


