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ST ANDREW’S, LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 5 JUNE 2022 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
The Spirit is here, and God is Spirit. 
As we open our minds, our hearts and our eyes  
in worship on this Pentecost Sunday, 
come to us, Lord God, by your Spirit.   Amen.1 

HYMN: Come to us, creative Spirit, 
in our Father's house, 
every natural talent foster, 
hidden skills arouse, 
that within your earthly temple 
wise and simple 
may rejoice. 

Poet, painter, music-maker, 
all your treasures bring ;  
artist, actor, graceful dancer, 
make your offering ;  
join your hands in celebration !  
Let creation 
shout and sing !  

Word from God eternal springing, 
fill our minds, we pray, 
and in all artistic vision 
give integrity. 
May the flame, within us burning, 
kindle yearning 
day by day. 

In all places and for ever 
glory be expressed 
to the Son, with God the Father, 
and the Spirit blest. 
In our worship and our living, 
keep us striving 
towards the best. 

David Mowbray (b.
 
1938) 

© 1979 Stainer & Bell Ltd and The Trustees for Methodist 
Church Purposes 

OPENING PRAYERS 
God of wind and God of fire  
descend on this place we pray. 
Stir up the embers of our faith.  
Empower us to be the Church that you want us to be.  
Grant us a faith that is strong when doubts assail us, 
a faith that is courageous when people challenge us, 
a faith that is powerful when called to witness,  
a faith that endures when all else fails us. 

 
1 Call to Worship written by Tim Baker 

God of wind and God of fire  
descend on this place we pray.  

God of Pentecost; 
of new beginnings, revival and re-birth, 
forgive our luke-warmness in sharing Good News. 
Forgive our reluctance to speak out  
though our hearts condemn us.  
Blow through the cobwebs;  
sweep away all that might hamper us; 
and by your Spirit this Pentecost  
revive us!  Amen.2 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

SONG: Abba Father, let me be 
yours and yours alone. 
May my will forever be 
ever more your own. 
Never let my heart grow cold, 
never let me go, 
Abba Father, let me be 
yours and yours alone. 

Dave Bilborough (b.
 
1965) 

© 1977, Thankyou Music.   

READINGS: Acts 2:1-21; Romans 8:14-17;  
John 14:8-17  

HYMN:  Through the love of God our Saviour 
all will be well. 
Free and changeless is his favour ;  
all, all is well. 
Precious is the blood that healed us, 
perfect is the grace that sealed us, 
strong the hand stretched forth to shield us ;  
all must be well. 

Though we pass through tribulation, 
all will be well. 
Christ has purchased full salvation, 
all, all is well. 
Happy still in God confiding, 
fruitful, if in Christ abiding, 
holy, through the Spirit's guiding ;  
all must be well. 

We expect a bright tomorrow ;  
all will be well. 
Faith can sing through days of sorrow 
all, all is well. 

2 Opening prayers taken from Prayers for Pentecost by John Birch 
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On our Father's love relying, 
Jesus every need supplying, 
then in living or in dying, 
all must be well. 

Mary Peters (1813–1856) 

REFLECTIONS ON THE READING 
Let’s read this poem, ‘Out and About’:  

Let us pray each and every day. 
Let us pray as a way to say that we don’t believe that 
life is somehow meaningless,  
feeling-less, healing-less. 
And you’re welcome, whatever you’re dealing with. 
But what if there is a great big unless? 
Just waiting for a fearless few to leave behind the 
pew. 
Talk to the folks in the checkout queue. 
Who knew? 
They are ready to listen anew. 
To hope along with you. 
So open up and listen out. 
It’s time to get out and about. 
God’s calling you out and about. 
God’s already out and about. 
This is not about standing on the corner to shout or 
sandwich boards or hordes of people flooding in on 
Sunday. 
It’s about having a fun day. 
Celebrate together. 
Whatever the weather. 
Welcome the stranger. 
Not because you wish to change her, but simply 
discover she’s an angel. 
So open the doors. 
Because it’s been too long since we opened the 
doors. 
The hinges are rusty, but the people are thirsty oh, so 
thirsty for the Spirit of God.  
It’s not so big or so scary. 
We can all pray. 
We can all say ‘hi’ to the guy next door. 
Because it’s where the story starts. 
So open your hearts and take the good news out and 
about. 
[Pause]  

Pentecost is here – happy birthday to us, the Church! 
Today is a day for celebration, but also a day for an 
invitation into action, into change, into a different, 
better, more hopeful future.  

Perhaps you’ve had a birthday recently where you’ve 

thought, ‘this is the time to get that particular area of 
my life sorted’. Perhaps you decided to lose weight in 
your 40th year, or to go running more often in your 
53rd, or to finally go on the adventure you’ve been 
dreaming of in your 76th. Birthdays are a great time 
for having a party, celebrating life so far, swapping 
stories, raising a glass to those who are unable to be 
with us, and eating lots of cake. But birthdays can 
also be a useful time for perspective: 
‘Where has the time gone?’ 
‘When did I get to be this old!?’ 
Or even, the slightly more dramatic, ‘what have I 
done with my life?!’  

Today, you can rest assured that The Church, at least, 
is a lot older than you! In today’s reading from Acts, 
we hear about the Spirit of God descending on the 
early disciples, fulfilling Jesus’ promise to them that 
he would send his Spirit, an advocate for them, a 
prompter and an inspiration. We still grapple with 
who the Spirit is, and how She fits into the wider 
Trinity. The idea of a Trinitarian God is complex, and if 
you think about it for too long, it can give you a 
headache!  

But what we can see, every day, is the impact of the 
Spirit, the way the Spirit is at work in and through us, 
and changing the world around us. That’s why we 
celebrate Pentecost as the birthday of the Church – 
because of the Spirit falling on those early disciples, 
the Church was born! And yes, the last 2,000 years 
haven’t always been easy for the church, we’ve made 
plenty of mistakes along the way...but the Church has 
been and continues to be a blessing to so many. Think 
of the billions of people who have worshipped God in 
Church buildings. Think of the hundreds of billions of 
meals prepared and served in, or taken out from, 
church buildings – often to those who would not 
otherwise have been fed. Think of the way our church 
communities are still a lifeline to many. And think of 
the impact the church has had around the world – 
founding amazing movements and organisations that 
have fought for justice, from the anti-slavery 
movement right through to our own partners and 
friends at All We Can – the international development 
agency of the Methodist Church today.  

The Spirit is still at work, in and through us. And we 
have to listen to her voice, be aware of her 
prompting. That’s what the poem that we began our 
reflection with is all about – listening to the Spirit’s 
invitation to get ‘out and about’, to break out of the 
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structures, systems and doors that hold us back, and 
head out into the streets, into our communities, with 
good news in our hearts, and discover that the Spirit 
of God is already there!  

Are we up for allowing that bold, public, 
revolutionary kind of Spirit into our hearts today?3 

HYMN: She sits like a bird, brooding on the waters, 
hovering on the chaos of the world's first day ;  
she sighs and she sings, mothering creation, 
waiting to give birth to all the Word will say. 

She wings over earth, resting where she wishes, 
lighting close at hand or soaring through the skies ;  
she nests in the womb, welcoming each wonder, 
nourishing potential hidden to our eyes. 

She dances in fire, startling her spectators, 
waking tongues of ecstasy where dumbness reigned ;  
she weans and inspires all whose hearts are open, 
nor can she be captured, silenced, or restrained. 

For she is the Spirit, one with God in essence, 
gifted by the Saviour in eternal love ;  
and she is the key opening the scriptures, 
enemy of apathy and heavenly dove. 

John L. Bell (b.
 
1949) and Graham Maule (b.

 
1958) 

© 1988, WGRG, Iona Community 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Loving God, we ask for the gift of your Holy Spirit To 
help us to pray as we ought. 
Holy Spirit: help us.  

We ask for the energy and vision of your Spirit 
For those tiring in the battle against injustice and 
oppression;  
And for those exhausted by the struggle with poverty 
and hunger.  [Quiet]  

Holy Spirit: help us. 
We ask for the hope and comfort of your Spirit 
For those overshadowed by illness or pain 
And for those whose lives are darkened by sorrow. 
[Quiet] 

Holy Spirit: help us. 
We ask for the peace and joy of your Spirit For the 
guilt-ridden and anxious; 
For Christians struggling with their faith.  [Quiet]  

Holy Spirit: help us. 
We ask for the guidance and strength of your Spirit  

 
3 Reflection written by Tim Baker 
4 Prayers of intercession taken from Pentecost Intercessions by Christine Odell 

When we consider how to use our time and 
possessions; When we are tempted to do wrong. 
[Quiet]  

Holy Spirit: help us. 
We ask for the love and courage of your Spirit  
When we reach out to those who are distressed;  
When we reach out with the Good News of Jesus. 
[Quiet]  

Holy Spirit: help us. 
Loving God, we ask for the assurance of your Spirit  
Making us aware of your presence in our daily lives: 
In our relationships, our worship and our times of 
pain.  [Quiet].  

Holy Spirit: help us. In Jesus Name,  Amen.4 

HYMN: Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesu, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art ;  
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 

Come, almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy life receive ;  
suddenly return, and never, 
never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 

Finish then thy new creation, 
pure and spotless let us be ;  
let us see thy great salvation, 
perfectly restored in thee :  
changed from glory into glory, 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise !  

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

BLESSING 
The Kingdom of God is justice and joy,  
and we go out to seek that Kingdom,  
to celebrate in that Kingdom, 
to bring that Kingdom about,  
in Jesus’ name.  Amen.5 

5Additional prayers by Tim Baker 


