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ST ANDREW’S, LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 29 MAY 2022 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
God of all grace, 
We come to you, a people seeking connection, 
seeking meaning, seeking hope.  
God who comes amongst us, 
Make yourself known to us today and show us how to 
engage in your mission all around us. 
In the name of Jesus, by the power of the Spirit, we 
come. 
Come amongst us, O Lord.   Amen.1 

HYMN: O for a thousand tongues to sing 
my great Redeemer's praise, 
the glories of my God and King, 
the triumphs of his grace !  

My gracious Master and my God, 
assist me to proclaim, 
to spread through all the earth abroad 
the honours of your name. 

Jesus — the name that charms our fears, 
that bids our sorrows cease ;  
'tis music in the sinner's ears, 
'tis life, and health, and peace. 

He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 
he sets the prisoner free ;  
his blood can make the foulest clean, 
his blood availed for me. 

He speaks ;  and, listening to his voice, 
new life the dead receive ;  
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice ;  
the humble poor believe. 

See all your sins on Jesus laid :  
the Lamb of God was slain ;  
his soul was once an offering made 
that all may heaven gain. 

In Christ, our Head, you then shall know, 
shall feel, your sins forgiven, 
anticipate your heaven below, 
and own that love is heaven. 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

OPENING PRAYERS 
Risen Lord, 
As we remember when you ascended into heaven,  
We ask that you open our minds to understand your 

 
1 Call to Worship written by Tim Baker 

scriptures.  
Guide us into a deeper understanding of your words. 
Help us to draw on your Spirit as we live our lives as 
your beloved children.  

Risen Lord, 
You lifted your hands to bless as a final act before 
your ascension.  
Help us to gladly receive your blessing.  
Give us opportunities to share the joy you have 
ignited within us,  
And may our praise to you be loud and plentiful.  

Risen Lord, 
You have prepared a way for us.  
Help us to trust in your unfailing love and goodness, 
and be ready to offer others the same compassion 
and care that we have received.  

In Jesus’ name,  Amen.2 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

SONG: The trumpets sound, the angels sing, 
the feast is ready to begin ;  
the gates of heaven are open wide, 
and Jesus welcomes you inside. 

Tables are laden with good things, 
O taste the peace and joy he brings ;  
he'll fill you up with love divine, 
he'll turn your water into wine. 

Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight, 
come and revel in heaven's love and light ;  
take your place at the table of the King, 
the feast is ready to begin, 
the feast is ready to begin. 

The hungry heart he satisfies, 
offers the poor his paradise ;  
now hear all heaven and earth applaud 
the amazing goodness of the Lord. 

Sing with thankfulness… 
Graham Kendrick (b.

 
1950) 

© 1989, Graham Kendrick / Make Way Music Ltd 

READINGS: Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:15-23;  
Luke 24:44-53  

REFLECTIONS ON THE READING 

2 Opening prayers written by Sheila Matthews 
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The ascension is one of the great moments in the 
Jesus narrative, where we see many witnesses 
experience a miraculous moment, and a calling – a 
calling to follow.  

Let’s listen to N T Wright as he unpicks what this 
momentous event might mean for us:  

First, it is obvious that without the resurrection of 
Jesus the evangelists would never have had a story to 
tell. Thousands of young Jews were crucified by the 
Romans. Very few of them are even mentioned in our 
historical sources, except as a grisly footnote. Even 
those who think the evangelists were in fact very 
clever inventors of large-scale fictions designed to 
revive a Jesus movement that might not otherwise 
have survived the death (and continuing deadness, so 
to speak) of its founder are bound to admit that even 
within these cleverly designed myths the resurrection 
plays the vital role in opening the question up again, 
so that what looked like defeat, like yet another 
failure of a kingdom-dream, was in fact a victory. The 
resurrection, in short, is presented by the evangelists 
not as a ‘happy ending’ after an increasingly sad and 
gloomy tale, but as the event that demonstrated that 
Jesus’ execution really had dealt the deathblow to the 
dark forces that had stood in the way of God’s new 
world, God’s ‘kingdom’ of powerful creative and 
restorative love, arriving ‘on earth as in heaven’.  

That is why the bodily resurrection matters in a way 
that it never quite does, even to the devout who 
insist that they believe it, if all one is interested in is a 
kingdom ‘not of this world’.  

The resurrection is, from Mark’s point of view, the 
moment when God’s kingdom ‘comes in power’. 
From John’s point of view, it is the launching of the 
new creation, the new Genesis.  

From Matthew’s point of view, it brings Jesus into the 
position for which he was always destined, that of the 
world’s rightful Lord, sending out his followers (as a 
new Roman emperor might send out his emissaries, 
but with methods that match the message) to call the 
world to follow him and learn his way of being 
human. From Luke’s point of view, the resurrection is 
the moment when Israel’s Messiah ‘comes into his 
glory’, so that ‘repentance for the forgiveness of sins’ 
can now be announced to all the world as the way of 
life, indeed, as they say in Acts, as The Way. Once we 
put kingdom and cross together in the manner we 

have, it is not difficult to see how the resurrection fits 
closely with that great combined reality.  

It is the resurrection that declares that the cross was 
a victory, not a defeat. It therefore announces that 
God has indeed become king on earth as in heaven. 
To understand the Ascension requires that we recall 
what was said about Israel’s Temple theology. The 
Temple was the intersection between heaven and 
earth; but now the place of intersection is Jesus 
himself, who is equally at home in either or both of 
the twin halves of God’s good creation. Luke’s 
Ascension story (John’s hint of one, in Jesus’ reply to 
Mary Magdalene in 20.17, shows that he could have 
told one, had he chosen to do so) is commonly 
misunderstood, but its proper emphases ought to be 
clear. Heaven and earth are now joined in the person 
– in the risen body! – of Jesus himself. But if the 
Temple was always the sign and the means of the 
true theocracy, then the Temple-in-person, that is, 
Jesus himself, is now that sign. The one who sits in 
heaven is the one who rules on earth.  

He therefore sends out his followers, equipped by his 
own spirit (if the Ascension locates a part of ‘earth’ in 
‘heaven’, Pentecost sends the breath of heaven to 
earth), to celebrate his sovereignty over the world 
and make it a reality through the founding of 
communities rescued by his love, renewed by his 
power, and loyal to his name. Jesus’ followers, 
equipped with his spirit, are to become in 
themselves, individually and together, little walking 
temples, rescued themselves from sin through Jesus’ 
death, and with the living presence of God going with 
them and in them.  

No wonder the great controversies in Acts 7, 17 and 
19 and then the sequence of trials in chapters 20—26 
all concern temples. Temple and theocracy are joined 
at the hip in their new form in the Jesus movement 
every bit as much as in ancient paganism, on the one 
hand, or ancient Judaism, on the other. Now, 
however, because of the cross, theocracy itself has 
been radically redefined. As Paul would see and 
celebrate, Jesus has come to his rightful place, 
claiming the allegiance of every creature in heaven, 
on earth, and under the earth. But he has come to 
that place and maintains it by, and only by, his 
humility and self-giving love.  

When, therefore, at the start of Acts, the disciples ask 
Jesus whether this is the time for him to ‘restore the 
kingdom to Israel’ (1.6), his answer is not (as people 
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often suppose) a ‘no’. It is a ‘yes’. As so often, 
however, it is a ‘yes but’:  

‘It’s not your business to know about times and 
dates,’ replied Jesus. ‘The father has placed all that 
under his own direct authority. What will happen, 
though, is that you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon you. Then you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, in all Judaea and Samaria, and to the 
very ends of the earth.’  

And that ‘witness’, as Luke has made abundantly 
clear, is not a matter of ‘telling people about your 
new religious experience’ or of informing them that 
there is now a new prospect of a much better other-
worldly destiny than anything the bleak pagan world 
had to offer. The ‘witness’ of Jesus’ followers is the 
message that there is now ‘another king, Jesus’ (Acts 
17.7). It is the witness according to which the temples 
that presently exist, whether in Jerusalem, Athens, 
Ephesus or anywhere else, are now to be seen as at 
best redundant (Acts 7) and at worst a blasphemous 
category mistake (Acts 17; 19). Jesus is the true 
Temple, now ruling the world as the one who was 
crucified; his followers, as Paul would explain more 
thoroughly, constitute the fuller version of the same 
thing, so that the dwelling of the living God is now 
spread increasingly across and around the world, 
again evidenced not by coercive or violent power, but 
by the rule of love.3 

HYMN: Blest are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see our God :  
the secret of the Lord is theirs ;  
their soul is Christ's abode. 

The Lord, who left the heavens 
our life and peace to bring, 
to dwell on earth in lowliness, 
our pattern and our King. 

Still to the lowly soul 
he does himself impart, 
and for his dwelling and his throne 
chooses the pure in heart. 

Lord, we your presence seek, 
a vision of your face ;  
give us a pure and lowly heart, 
a temple of your grace. 

vv. 1, 3 John Keble (1792–1866) 
vv. 2, 4 William John Hall 

 
3 Taken from How God Became King by Tom Wright 

WHAT ARE YOU BEING CALLED TO? 

So where does all that we have reflected on regarding 
Ascension leave us?  

How can we address the question of the major 
misunderstandings that have dogged the footsteps of 
Christian faith for so long? And, since the kingdom is 
(as Paul says in 1 Corinthians 4.20) not about talk, but 
about power, how might this begin to translate into 
the lives of real Christian communities, like the one 
we are part of? To put it another way, if this is really 
and truly the story the four evangelists are telling, is 
there any way we can retrieve it for ourselves? How 
might we become true gospel readers, gospel pray-
ers, gospel livers in our own day?  

If it is true, in some sense that we no doubt still find 
perplexing, that God really did become king in and 
through Jesus of Nazareth and supremely through the 
victory of his crucifixion and the launching of his new 
world in the resurrection, how might we be brought 
into this story? What might it look like?4  

Spend a few moments reflecting on these ‘big 
questions’ now, or later this week:  

-  How can we live out the gospel in our own lives?  

-  How does the story of Jesus’ death, resurrection 
and ascension change how we live today?  

-  Are we, as a church, living up to the possibilities of 
this story? Are we sharing this story widely and 
passionately enough?  

Amen. 

HYMN: Go to the world! Go into all the earth. 
Go preach the cross where Christ renews life’s worth, 
baptizing as the sign of our rebirth. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  

Go to the world! Go into every place. 
Go live the word of God’s redeeming grace. 
Go seek God’s presence in each time and space. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!... 

Go to the world! Go struggle, bless and pray; 
the nights of tears give way to joyous day. 
As servant Church, you follow Christ’s own way. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!... 

4 Taken from How God Became King by Tom Wright 
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Go to the world! Go as the ones I send, 
for I am with you till the age shall end, 
when all the hosts of glory cry, ‘Amen!’ 
Alleluia! Alleluia!... 

Sylvia G Dunstan (1955-1993) 
© 1991, GIA Publications Inc 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Lord unseen, yet ever near, your presence may we 
feel. 
We pray for all those whose lives are clouded by fear 
and doubt and fear, for all who have lost faith, for all 
whose vision has become blurred. 
We pray that the church may proclaim and reveal 
your presence and glory, 
That the church may help to lift up the fallen and 
restore sight to the blind. 
We pray for those with strong vision and faith, that 
they may guide us to you. 
Christ, King of Glory, 
Lift our hearts and mind.  

We pray for all who have been separated from love 
ones by war, illness or circumstance. 
For those who are searching for loved ones, for all 
who are lonely and deserted. We remember those 
whose lives are clouded by tyranny and oppression, 
All who are anxious about their future and their loved 
ones.  
Christ, King of Glory, 
Lift our hearts and mind.  

We give thanks that you are with us always. 
May we be at home with you in our homes; 
Let our dwellings reflect your love and glory. 
We pray for our families and neighbours, 
For all our friends, especially those we seldom see. 
Christ, King of Glory, 
Lift our hearts and mind.  

We remember all who feel broken-hearted or dis-
spirited, 
All who are down and need someone to uplift them. 
We pray for all who are chronically ill and all who care 
for the terminally ill. We remember friends and loved 
ones in their troubles. 
Christ, King of Glory, 
Lift our hearts and mind.  

We rejoice that you have ascended into glory and 
have opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
As you came to lift us out of darkness into eternal 

 
5 Taken from Glimpses of Glory by David Adam 

light, and out of death into life eternal, 
we pray for all who are bereaved and mourn. 
Christ, King of Glory, 
Lift our hearts and mind.   Amen.5 

HYMN: Christ triumphant, ever reigning, 
Saviour, Master, King !  
Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining, 
hear us as we sing :  
Yours the glory and the crown, 
the high renown,  
the eternal name !  

Word incarnate, truth revealing, 
Son of Man on earth !  
Power and majesty concealing 
by your humble birth :  
Yours the glory and the crown… 

Suffering servant, scorned, ill-treated, 
victim crucified !  
Death is through the cross defeated, 
sinners justified :  
Yours the glory and the crown… 

Priestly king, enthroned for ever 
high in heaven above !  
Sin and death and hell shall never 
stifle hymns of love :  
Yours the glory and the crown… 

So, our hearts and voices raising 
through the ages long, 
ceaselessly upon you gazing, 
this shall be our song :  
Yours the glory and the crown… 

Michael Saward (b.
 
1932) 

© Michael Saward / Jubilate Hymns 

BLESSING 
May Christ the Lord,  
who lived, who died,  
who was raised from the dead and who has ascended 
into heaven,  
travel with you. 
May the Christ who is amongst,  
around and within us, 
strengthen you in your calling,  
and hold you in your grief.  Amen.6 

6Additional prayers by Tim Baker 


