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ST ANDREW’S, LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 24 OCTOBER 2021 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Amongst the brokenness, here we are Lord. 
Amongst the pain of our world, here we are Lord. 
Believing in hope and resurrection, here we are Lord. 
Trusting in you and seeking to love you more, here 
we are Lord.  

We have come, come Lord Jesus.  

Amen.1 

HYMN: Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
Christ, the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
triumph o'er the shades of night; 
Day-spring from on high, be near; 
Day-star, in my heart appear. 

Dark and cheerless is the morn 
unaccompanied by thee; 
joyless is the day's return, 
till thy mercy's beams I see, 
till they inward light impart, 
glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 

Visit then this soul of mine; 
pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
fill me, radiancy divine; 
scatter all my unbelief; 
more and more thyself display, 
shining to the perfect day. 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

OPENING PRAYERS 
All seeing God, 
you are so far beyond our understanding, 
yet you want to meet with us. 
You call us into your presence, 
as the crowd called the blind man to come to Jesus. 
We come to you now, mighty Lord, 
gathered expectantly, 
ready to worship and learn from you. 
May we have eyes open to see you 
and hearts willing to be seen by you 

Amen. 

We thank you, Lord, 
that you are a God of action – and interaction. 
You see and want to be seen by us. 
We thank you for the amazing sights you have for us, 

 
1 Call to Worship written by Tim Baker 

if we are prepared to call on you. 
We thank you that you are a God of healing, 
and whichever way you choose to act is always best. 
We thank you, Lord. 

Amen.2 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

HYMN: Come, Lord, to our souls come down, 
through the gospel speaking; 
let your words, your cross and crown, 
lighten all our seeking. 

Drive out darkness from the heart, 
banish pride and blindness ;  
plant in every inward part 
truthfulness and kindness. 

Eyes be open, spirits stirred, 
minds new truth receiving ;  
stir us, Lord, by your own word ;  
deepen our believing. 

Howard Charles Adie Gaunt (1902–1983) 

READINGS: Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8; Hebrews 
7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52  

HYMN: I know that my Redeemer lives — 
what joy the blest assurance gives! 
He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 
he lives, my everlasting Head !  

He lives, to bless me with his love ;  
he lives, to plead for me above ;  
he lives, my hungry soul to feed ;  
he lives, to help in time of need. 

He lives, and grants me daily breath ;  
he lives, and I shall conquer death ;  
he lives, my mansion to prepare ;  
he lives, to lead me safely there. 

He lives, all glory to his name ;  
he lives, my Saviour, still the same ;  
what joy the blest assurance gives, 
I know that my Redeemer lives !  

Samuel Medley (1738–1799) 

REFLECTIONS ON THE READING 
We know about the problems of inequality, hunger, 
poverty, conflict and the impact of a long and difficult 
pandemic still being felt around the world. So you 
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don’t need me to tell you about the difficulty of life in 
the world in 2021, do you? We may be lucky to be in 
this country, to be relatively safe and affluent and 
have access to a Covid-vaccine for everyone, but we 
all carry our stories of pain...  

You don’t need me to tell you about grief, about 
discomfort, about concern for children and 
grandchildren, about illness and pain, about 
redundancy and separation. You don’t need a sermon 
about cancer, defeat, financial ruin or depression. 
Because you have lived through these things, your 
families have borne much pain, your stories are 
marked with difficult periods and painful chapters. 
That is the human condition. Brokenness is real, and 
at some point – it affects us all.  

The book of Job is one of the places in the Bible that 
openly addresses the question of suffering, and 
attempts to make sense of why this man has suffered 
so much. The central section of Job is a long poem in 
which Job is in dialogue with his friends, who offer a 
varied degree of bad advice about how to deal with 
grief and suffering. And now, here at the end of the 
story that the lectionary has been following over the 
past month, we have the final part of the poem, and a 
few paragraphs of the narrative that has been added 
either side of this poem, in an attempt to interpret 
and make sense of it. Bible scholars debate about 
whether the narrative chapters at the beginning and 
end of Job were added later and whether they try to 
change the meaning of the story, but what is clear 
from these verses is that there is a great deal of 
contradiction and confusion in Job’s response to 
God’s appearance at the end of the story.  

The first lesson this passage has to share with us is: 
that is okay! Confusion and contradiction are rife in 
the book of Job, and indeed across many areas of the 
Bible that deal with difficult subjects. Yet, too often, 
across the course of Christian history, we have tried 
to make the answers simple, we have said to those in 
grief ‘it is part of God’s plan’, or those living in pain 
‘you should pray about it more often’. We have 
simplified complicated human stories into ‘good and 
bad’, ‘right and wrong’, ‘Godly or ungodly’. If Job 
teaches us anything, it is that things are more 
complicated than they seem!  

Job appears to openly criticise and shout abuse at 
God, but is not chastised for this. Rather, God’s anger 
has been at Job’s assumption that he can understand 
how the world works, or has any idea about what it 

means to be the creator of the universe. In particular, 
Job 42:6 (where he appears to say he ‘despises 
himself’) is much debated and Bible scholars have 
identified at least five ways to translate the Hebrew 
here, which gives the sentence five completely 
different meanings. Perhaps, in some way, that’s the 
point – it’s complicated!  

Because as you will know, from your own 
experiences, when we go through pain and confusion, 
it is easier to question our faith, we are more likely to 
turn away from God, and there are no simple 
answers. Brokenness is real, and it is confusing. 
Brokenness is also present in the gospel story – Jesus 
and his disciples encounter Blind Bartimaeus. Here 
too, we see another of the ways the world fails to 
deal with a person in need: as Bartimaeus cries out 
for help, the people around him try to keep him 
quiet. How often has that been the case – that 
injustice in our world is caused or continued because 
people are kept silent, because the voices of protest 
or opposition are not heard, and the voices of those 
who have suffered are not listened to.  

The brokenness is real – but how are we going to 
respond to it?  

That is the other key message from today’s readings: 
there clearly is injustice in the world, but injustice 
doesn’t have the final word. For all that the ending of 
the book of Job is unsatisfactory – the birth of more 
children does not account for the grief for those 
departed, the restoration of wealth cannot 
compensate for trauma, the explanation doesn’t 
seem to fit with the rest of the story...for all that, this 
is a book in which injustice eventually crumbles. 
Eventually, the forces of evil admit defeat and love 
wins.  

The writer of the book of Hebrews, in our other 
reading this morning, looks at the issue of High 
Priests within Jewish practice at the time, and 
specifically how Jesus has become the great High 
Priest – the High Priest to end all High Priests! Whilst 
the writer is not particularly critical of the temple 
hierarchy and sacrifice system, these are implicit in 
the reference to High Priests. Again, this system, 
which has often been associated with injustice and 
too much power being vested in a single individual, is 
overthrown. The presence of Jesus leads to the 
collapse of injustice and corruption. That has to be 
our prayer for the world today too.  



Reprinted using CCLI No 944608                                                     Materials produced by Twelvebaskets, The Vine                 3 

The story of Bartimaeus reflects the same impulse – 
the cure is received, hope is returned and Bartimaeus 
joins Jesus’ growing group of followers. In his story, 
we see an example of how pain and need can become 
hope and joy. But we also see the invitation from 
Jesus: what are we going to do with it?  

Even as we pray for a better world, the dawning of a 
new morning, we recognise it is our responsibility to 
be a part of that. Even as he is healed, Bartimaeus 
demonstrates what good discipleship looks like – he 
sets off to follow Jesus. As we encounter a God who 
comes to us in our most broken, most painful places, 
perhaps we learn to follow him, to demonstrate that 
brokenness is real, but in the end, love wins.3 

HYMN: Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus, 
his the sceptre, his the throne. 
Alleluia!  His the triumph, 
his the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 
thunder like a mighty flood ;  
Jesus, out of every nation, 
has redeemed us by his blood. 

Alleluia!  Not as orphans 
are we left in sorrow now. 
Alleluia!  He is near us, 
faith believes, nor questions how. 
Though the cloud from sight received him 
when the forty days were o'er, 
shall our hearts forget his promise, 
‘I am with you evermore’? 

Alleluia!  Bread of angels, 
thou on earth our food, our stay. 
Alleluia!  Here the sinful 
flee to thee from day to day. 
Intercessor, friend of sinners, 
earth's Redeemer, plead for me, 
where the songs of all the sinless 
sweep across the crystal sea. 

Alleluia!  King eternal, 
thee the Lord of lords we own. 
Alleluia!  Born of Mary, 
earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne. 
Thou within the veil hast entered, 
robed in flesh, our great High Priest ;  
thou on earth both priest and victim 
in the eucharistic feast. 

 
3 Reflection written by Tim Baker 

William Chatterton Dix (1837–1898) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us open our hearts and be vulnerable before Jesus 
as we share what is on our hearts.  

“The Lord is close to the broken-hearted and saves 
those who are crushed in spirit. The righteous person 
may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him 
from them all”  

Each of us brings with us burdens that other people 
cannot see. These worries, hurts and concerns are 
carried by each of us daily. They are insubstantial yet 
may feel like a boulder on our chests. We carry them 
alone out of fear, worry or because we have been 
told to keep those concerns to ourselves. Yet Christ 
comes before you and invites you to take that weight 
off you. To give you a chance to catch your breath. A 
caring ear is waiting to hear all your fears. A gentle 
arm is ready to hold you and say, “We can do this 
together.” Through the love of Jesus, all things are 
possible. In this moment, let us share those burdens.  

[Time of silence]  

May the Lord be close to you and those you love this 
week. 
May the Lord strengthen and keep you, bolstering 
you to ask for help, and be ready to help when asked.  

And when times and worries begin to press upon you, 
may you be bolstered in prayer, by the Spirit of God 
who is here as we pray, as we worship, as we live our 
lives.  

Amen.4 

SONG: Jesus is King 
and I will extol him, 
give him the glory, 
and honour his name ;  
he reigns on high, 
enthroned in the heavens — 
Word of the Father, 
exalted for us. 

We have a hope 
that is steadfast and certain, 
gone through the curtain 
and touching the throne ;  
we have a priest 
who is there interceding, 

4 Prayers of intercession written by Tim Annan-Hood 
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pouring his grace 
on our lives day by day. 

We come to him, 
our Priest and Apostle, 
clothed in his glory 
and bearing his name, 
laying our lives 
with gladness before him — 
filled with his Spirit 
we worship the King :  

O Holy One, 
our hearts do adore you ;  
thrilled with your goodness 
we give you our praise ! ’ 
Angels in light 
with worship surround him, 
Jesus, our Saviour, 
for ever the same. 

Wendy Churchill 

BLESSING 
Amongst the pain, there is comfort.  
Amongst the suffering, there is hope.  
Amongst the brokenness, there is love.  
In a world of death, we are the people of 
resurrection.  

Live in peace and bring love to a world in need.  

Amen.5 

 
5Additional prayers by Tim Baker 


