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ST ANDREW’S, LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 17 OCTOBER 2021 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Creator God, reveal yourself to us through your 
eternal word.  
Precious Jesus, reveal yourself through us in the love 
that we share.  
Holy Spirit, reveal yourself in us through the gifts that 
we use. 
Three in One, be the life within us as we journey with 
you.  

Amen.1 

HYMN: Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might — 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
and wither and perish; but naught changeth thee. 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all praise we would render: O help us to see 
'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

Walter Chalmers Smith (1824–1908) 

OPENING PRAYERS 
O God, we welcome you here this day, 
as we worship and praise your name today.  

We come with the burdens and worries of this past 
week, 
and seek to find a way to bear them together, as your 
family, as your church, as a community.  

And we are one family, 
We are siblings united by the love of Jesus and called 
to emulate this love in our daily lives.  

Come let us be joyful in the Lord, as we worship this 

 
1 Call to Worship written by Tim Baker 

day.  Hallelujah!  

Amen.2 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

SONG: Meekness and majesty, 
manhood and deity, 
in perfect harmony — 
the man who is God. 
Lord of eternity, 
dwells in humanity, 
kneels in humility 
and washes our feet. 

Oh, what a mystery — 
meekness and majesty: 
bow down and worship, 
for this is your God, 
this is your God! 

Father's pure radiance, 
perfect in innocence, 
yet learns obedience 
to death on a cross: 
suffering to give us life, 
conquering through sacrifice — 
and as they crucify, 
prays, ‘Father forgive.’ 

Oh, what a mystery… 

Wisdom unsearchable, 
God the invisible, 
love indestructible 
in frailty appears: 
Lord of infinity, 
stooping so tenderly, 
lifts our humanity 
to the heights of his throne. 

Oh, what a mystery… 
Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 

READINGS: 
Job 38:1-7; Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45  

REFLECTIONS ON THE READING 
The two ‘Sons of Thunder’ (James and John) have 
appeared from time to time along with Peter as the 
small group with whom alone Jesus has shared and 
will share some of his most private moments. The 
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three of them with Andrew were the first disciples 
called to follow Jesus, and they are mentioned 
together at the head of the list of the twelve in 
chapter 3 of Mark’s gospel.  

So they can reasonably think of themselves as leaders 
in the group. But it has been Peter who has taken the 
lead and acted as spokesman for the group on several 
occasions. James and John may well have begun to 
feel overshadowed, and decided that it was time to 
assert their position. Hence this bizarre approach to 
Jesus.  

The request for the seats beside Jesus in his glory 
could hardly have come at a more incongruous 
moment. He has just spoken not of glory but of 
humiliation, rejection and death. Perhaps they have 
picked up the words about rising again and are 
beginning to see that there may be some ‘glory’ 
beyond that death.  

Or, perhaps more likely, they may have simply 
fastened on the title ‘the Son of man’ with its 
associations of glory in the Old Testament, and 
filtered out the less welcome parts of what Jesus has 
said about how the mission of the Son of man is to be 
achieved. For whatever reason, they do seem to have 
put their foot in it rather seriously, and Jesus is not 
slow to point out to them the unwelcome 
implications of their request.  

The glory is to be real enough, but the way to it is 
through suffering, which Jesus refers to as a cup to be 
drunk and a baptism to be endured. If they want to 
share the glory, they must share the suffering too. 
Jesus’ question in verse 38 sounds like a rhetorical 
question, and it is a surprise to find that it is 
answered at all, let alone that it is answered 
positively. The glib assurance of their reply ‘We are 
able’ is breathtaking, but perhaps it betrays not so 
much a conscious claim to be ready and able to share 
all that Jesus will undergo as a still inadequate grasp 
of what he has been talking about.  

One day they will indeed suffer in their turn, James as 
one of the first Christian martyrs and John, according 
to tradition, as a prisoner on the isle of Patmos. But 
that suffering will not in itself earn them the places of 
honour which they covet.  

‘Promotion’ in the kingdom of God is not won by 
aggressive self-presentation or even by martyrdom. It 

 
3 Reflection taken from Mark: The People’s Bible Commentary by Dick France  

is for God, not us, to determine how its ‘honours’ are 
distributed. In the light of this chapter so far, we may 
be sure that it will not be on the sort of basis that 
human society takes for granted. It will be the little 
ones who will be the greatest in the kingdom of God.  

Something for us to reflect on: 
It is easy to pour scorn on the crass self-
assertion and self-interest of James and John. 
But how far have we, after two thousand years 
to absorb the values of the kingdom of God, 
even now managed to escape from the world’s 
concepts of status and importance?3 

HYMN: My God, I am thine; 
what a comfort divine, 
what a blessing to know that my Jesus is mine! 
In the heavenly Lamb 
thrice happy I am, 
and my heart it doth dance at the sound of his name. 

True pleasures abound 
in the rapturous sound; 
and whoever hath found it hath paradise found. 
My Jesus to know, 
as rejoicing I go 
to my life everlasting, 'tis heaven below. 

Yet onward I haste 
to the heavenly feast: 
that, that is the fullness; but this is the taste; 
and this I shall prove, 
till with joy I remove 
to the heaven of heavens in Jesus's love. 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

WHAT ARE YOU BEING CALLED TO? 
In today’s reading from Job, God gives orders to the 
morning. The writer, philosopher and theologian G K 
Chesterton wondered whether the sun did not rise 
every morning of its own accord: “It is possible that 
God says every morning, ‘Do it again’ to the sun; and 
every evening, ‘Do it again’ to the moon.”  

Here, in Job, we see that process of creation 
establishing the rhythms of day and night. As John 
Goldingay notes:  

Night is the natural time for wrongdoing, but at 
morning the folds in the mountains become 
exposed like the folds in a garment, and 
wrongdoers get shaken out of their hiding 
places as spiders or crumbs get shaken out of a 
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garment. So with the dawn faithless people lose 
the light they like (that is, what other people 
call darkness), and they can no longer exercise 
their violent power in order to do wrong.  

How do you interact with these rhythms of creation? 
A great many ancient religious traditions have their 
own routines and practices for morning and night – 
think, for example, of the morning and evening 
compline of some of the Celtic communities 
(Northumbria or Iona communities in the UK, for 
example).  

If you don’t yet have your own practice for marking 
the morning, and the evening, could you think of one 
that might be helpful for you in your context? You 
might like to take inspiration from Job, or look on the 
internet or speak to someone you know and trust 
about what their practices are. It could be some 
meditation, some prayer, a Bible reading in bed 
before you get up, a walk in the dusk, or something 
that would help you.  

Let’s build practices that help us engage with the 
world around us, and help us remain humble, 
connected and Spirit-filled.  

HYMN: God is Love: let heaven adore him; 
God is Love: let earth rejoice; 
let creation sing before him, 
and exalt him with one voice. 
He who laid the earth's foundation, 
he who spread the heavens above 
he who breathes through all creation, 
he is Love, eternal Love. 

God is Love: and he, enfolding 
all the world in one embrace, 
with unfailing grasp is holding 
every child of every race. 
And when human hearts are breaking 
under sorrow's iron rod, 
then they find that selfsame aching 
deep within the heart of God. 

God is Love: and though with blindness 
sin afflicts each human soul, 
God's eternal loving-kindness 
holds and guides and keeps them whole. 
Sin and death and hell shall never 
o’er us final triumph gain; 

 
4 Prayers of intercession written by Tim Annan-Hood 

God is Love, so Love for ever 
o’er the universe must reign. 

Timothy Rees (1874–1939)  (alt.) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us open our hearts and be vulnerable before 
Jesus as we share what is on our hearts.   

Jesus called the disciples and said to them, “You know 
that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize 
as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones 
are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but 
whoever wishes to become great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among 
you must be slave of all.”  

How often have we been like the leaders of the 
Gentiles, letting power and authority overtake our 
hearts?  

We begin with nothing but best intentions, then 
slowly put ourselves above those we serve. Let us 
remember those around us who lead, be it in church, 
in our community, represent our interests in 
Parliament or this country abroad. We keep them in 
our hearts, alongside their families, that they be safe 
and healthy, but also have the courage to stand up 
against injustice and keep their communities at the 
heart of their decisions. In the silence, let us bring the 
names of those who we call leaders and those 
concerns on our hearts to God.  

[Time of silence]  

The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve. 
May we be that servant hearted leader, help those 
around us and be a pastoral presence within our 
community. 
May these concerns and prayers be taken to God in 
the words Jesus has given us.  

Amen.4 

HYMN: The Church of Christ, in every age 
beset by change but Spirit-led, 
must claim and test its heritage 
and keep on rising from the dead. 

Across the world, across the street, 
the victims of injustice cry 
for shelter and for bread to eat, 
and never live until they die. 

Then let the servant Church arise, 
a caring Church that longs to be 
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a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 
and clothed in Christ's humanity. 

For he alone, whose blood was shed, 
can cure the fever in our blood, 
and teach us how to share our bread 
and feed the starving multitude. 

We have no mission but to serve 
in full obedience to our Lord: 
to care for all, without reserve, 
and spread his liberating Word. 

Fred Pratt Green (1903–2000) 

BLESSING 
Companion God, take us out into your world.  
Fire us with your courage; 
touch us with your humility and  
bless us as we face the reality of our everyday service 
to others.  

Amen.5 

 
5Additional prayers by Tim Baker 


