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ST ANDREW’S, LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 3 OCTOBER 2021 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Generous God, 
we come to you knowing that we need  
your grace again, 
your generosity again,  
your love again. 
We come to you, just as we are, knowing that we are 
accepted.  
Amen.1 

GREAT GOD, YOUR LOVE HAS CALLED US HERE 
as we, by love for love were made. 
Your living likeness still we bear, 
though marred, dishonoured, disobeyed; 
we come, with all our heart and mind, 
your call to hear, your love to find. 

We come with self-inflicted pains 
of broken trust and chosen wrong, 
half-free, half-bound by inner chains, 
by social forces swept along, 
by powers and systems close confined, 
yet seeking hope for humankind. 

Great God, in Christ you call our name, 
and then receive us as your own, 
not through some merit, right or claim, 
but by your gracious love alone; 
we strain to glimpse your mercy-seat 
and find you kneeling at our feet. 

Then take the towel, and break the bread, 
and humble us, and call us friends; 
suffer and serve till all are fed, 
and show how grandly love intends 
to work till all creation sings, 
to fill all worlds, to crown all things. 

Great God, in Christ you set us free 
your life to live, your joy to share; 
give us your Spirit's liberty 
to turn from guilt and dull despair 
and offer all that faith can do, 
while love is making all things new. 

Brian Wren (b. 1936) 

OPENING PRAYERS 
O God, you are welcome here now. 
Make this time of worship and praise a holy time.  

 
1 Call to Worship written by Tim Baker 

As we worship today with other Christians around the 
world, we are one family, 
We are siblings united by the love of Jesus and called 
to emulate this love in our daily lives.  
Come let us be joyful in the Lord,  
Hallelujah!  
Amen.2 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

AT THE NAME OF JESUS EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW, 
every tongue confess him King of Glory now. 
'Tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord, 
who from the beginning was the mighty Word. 

Humbled for a season, to receive a name 
from the lips of sinners, unto whom he came; 
faithfully he bore it spotless to the last, 
brought it back victorious when from death he 
passed: 

Bore it up triumphant with its human light, 
through all ranks of creatures to the central height, 
to the throne of Godhead, to the Father's breast; 
filled it with the glory of that perfect rest. 

In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue 
all that is not holy, all that is not true; 
crown him as your captain in temptation’s hour: 
let his will enfold you in its light and power. 

For this same Lord Jesus shall return again, 
with his Father's glory, with his angel train; 
all the wreaths of empire meet upon his brow, 
and our hearts confess him King of glory now. 

Caroline Maria Noel (1817-1877) 

READINGS: 
Job 1:1, 2:1-10; Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16  

REFLECTIONS ON THE READING 
Perhaps there is a reason Mark puts these two stories 
(that we just read in Mark 10) next to each other. In 
the first, the Pharisees try to test Jesus with a tricky 
question about marriage (and if you’ve followed, or 
been part of, the ongoing conversations within the 
Methodist Church – or indeed several other major 
Christian denominations – then you know how 
divisive the subject can prove!)  

Then, immediately afterwards (so much of Mark’s 
gospel is like this, isn’t it – one thing followed 

2 Opening prayers written by Tim Annan-Hood (alt) 
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suddenly by another?), we get the famous story of 
Jesus saying: ‘Let the little children come to me’ and 
they gather around him, sit at his feet, and he blesses 
them.  

Do these two stories, and the way they interact with 
each other, have something to say about how we 
interact with the divine? So often, our ‘faith’ or 
‘spirituality’ is focused on asking tricky questions and 
– like the Pharisees in Mark 10 – seeking clear, 
divisive, black-and-white answers on moral and social 
questions. Perhaps the song by American rock band, 
Live, should play in our heads during these times:  

It’s not a black and white world, 
To be alive, I say the colours must swirl  
And I believe, that maybe today 
We will all get to appreciate 
The beauty of grey!  

So we can be like the Pharisees, or we can be like the 
children, and simply gather around the feet of the 
master. Absorbing the love Jesus has for us and for 
the whole world. Simply come close, and be blessed. 
And, don’t get me wrong, we still need to ask 
questions – anyone who has ever met a young child 
knows something of their incessant questioning: the 
constant ‘Why? Why? Why? Why? Are we nearly 
there yet?’ But this questioning is from a place of 
innocent and genuine inquisitiveness, not from a 
desire to trick anyone, divide people, or score points. 
I don’t remember a time in the Jesus stories where he 
says, ‘Let the Pharisees come to me’ and they simply 
gather around him to sit and listen. What an 
opportunity missed by their judgemental questioning 
style!  

Earlier this year, the Methodist Conference approved 
a number of resolutions in a report entitled God in 
Love Unites Us, the latest in a series of reports and 
conversations about the nature and understanding of 
marriage within the institution. Today’s gospel 
reading is a key text in this conversation, and the 
Pharisee’s questions continue to be divisive, tricky 
and painful. The Church has committed itself to an 
ongoing process of change and an increased desire 
for inclusivity, where all can be made to feel 
welcome, including views and doctrine that are more 
inclusive of people in same-sex marriages and those 
cohabiting outside of marriage.  

The report received a ringing endorsement from the 
Conference. Yes, there are still a strong minority of 

people who find the changes in defining marriage 
difficult, and the whole church has a responsibility to 
find ways to make sure all are welcome, however you 
interact with a report like this. At the heart of this 
report, however, and all the conversations around it 
is the principle of ‘living with contradictory 
convictions’.  

Are we up for the challenge? In Hebrews, we read 
about one of the great themes of the New Testament 
– and particularly the Epistles – that all things were 
created through Christ and that Christ is somehow, 
mysteriously, drawing all this together. Some of you 
may have joined All We Can’s online community over 
the last 18 months or so, called ‘1:17’ because it is 
inspired by Colossians 1:17 – ‘in Christ all things hold 
together’. This community has found ways – despite 
all the division, isolation and separation of life in the 
pandemic – to embody this togetherness. You can 
tune in on Facebook, Twitter or YouTube, every 
Wednesday and Friday at just after quarter past 1 – 
just search for allwecanuk.  

Unity matters. God in love unites us is an important 
title. Paul is obsessed with unity in Christ, and the 
Methodist Church is (led by its President, Sonia Hicks) 
embracing new language around being ‘siblings’ in 
Christ Jesus. This sibling-unity is not a false attempt to 
imagine we are somehow all the same, or that we 
have the same opinions, the same theology, the same 
cultural backgrounds or the same political 
inclinations. We are invited into unity, not uniformity.  

So, let this be the time in the history of the church – 
which has too often spent time focusing on the 
divisive, tricky questions of the Pharisees – let this be 
the time that we learn how to celebrate diversity. We 
need breadth, as a movement of people seeking to 
know Christ and make him known. We need 
difference and variety – in fact, we need a great deal 
more of these things in many of our leadership roles 
(I say, even as a white, straight, cis, neuro-normative 
man). Our unity needs to be practised, not just 
preached. And that means changing the systems and 
structures – as well as the attitudes and ignorances – 
in our churches, communities and society that 
exclude people, on the grounds of race, sexuality, 
disability, theology, or indeed on any grounds at all.  

All are welcome, we sing. But what does that mean? 
How do we practise that simple togetherness that 
comes when the children gather around Jesus? ‘Let 
the little children come to me...for it is to such as 
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these that the Kingdom of God belongs’. Let us make 
sure we don’t play the role of the disciples in this 
gospel story, turning people away from Jesus and 
allowing our own judgements, our own 
interpretations of scripture, our own prejudices get in 
the way of allowing God’s people to gather around 
the figure of Jesus.  

It seems to me that the New Testament has one great 
big invitation, to either join in with what we’ll call the 
‘Togetherness Project’, or not. To be like the little 
children, gathering around the Christ – in whom all 
things are holding together – or to be like the 
Pharisees, always seeking difficult questions and new 
ways of dividing people. My daughter is fast-
approaching 4-years old, and one of the great themes 
of her conversation is who her ‘best friends’ are. In 
fact, she seems to have dozens and dozens of best 
friends – ranging from soft toys, to kids her own age, 
right through to her grandparents and a great-
grandparent! ‘So-and-so is my best friend’ is one of 
her favourite sentences, and it always starts with a 
new person!  

That feels like the Togetherness Project to me. Not 
division or competition, but all are welcome. With the 
innocence of the child, we enter into the 
togetherness, into the Christ-energy that is holding all 
things together. If we can do that, then it is to people 
like us that the Kingdom of God belongs 3 

LORD OF ALL HOPEFULNESS, LORD OF ALL JOY 
whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy, 
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the 
lathe, 
be there at our labours, and give us, we pray, 
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the 
day. 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm, 
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

 
3 Reflection written by Tim Baker 

Jan Struther (Joyce Placzek) (1901-1953) 

WHAT ARE YOU BEING CALLED TO? 
Today, we reflect on the invitation in the New 
Testament to become part of this great big 
‘Togetherness Project’ – to ‘hold together in Christ’.  

Two questions for you to consider:  

• How can you get involved in the Togetherness 
Project?  

• In what ways are you a barrier to togetherness 
(i.e. what of your prejudices, actions or opinions 
are not including others)? 

In order to live out the hope that is woven 
throughout the New Testament, that we can unite in 
God’s love, we all have a part to play. We all have 
barriers to break down, prejudices to identify in 
ourselves and work on, institutions we need to hold 
to account for maintaining exclusivity and injustice.  

Today, we are inviting you to commit to doing one 
thing. There are lots of things that need doing, but 
doing nothing is the most dangerous and unhelpful 
‘solution’. So today, you are invited simply to think of 
one thing you could do and/or change to help further 
the Togetherness Project.  

You might like to write down your planned action and 
stick it somewhere where you will see it every day.  

Let us pray: 
God of love, you invite us into your hope for a better, 
safe, more unified world. 
As we celebrate our diversity and our difference, may 
we find unity in your love for us, and our love for you. 
And may we use that unity to make a world, and a 
church, where all are welcome.  

In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

JESUS IS THE NAME WE HONOUR 
Jesus is the name we praise. 
Majestic Name above all other names, 
The highest heaven and earth proclaim 
That Jesus is our God. 
We will glorify, 
we will lift Him high, 
we will give Him honour and praise. 
We will glorify, 
we will lift Him high, 
we will give Him honour and praise. 
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Jesus is the name we worship; 
Jesus is the name we trust. 
He is the King above all other kings, 
let all creation stand and sing 
that Jesus is our God. 

We will glorify… 

Jesus is the Father's splendour; 
Jesus is the Father's joy. 
He will return to reign in majesty, 
and every eye at last shall see 
that Jesus is our God. 

We will glorify… 
Philip Lawson-Johnston (b 1950) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us open our hearts and be vulnerable before Jesus 
as we share what is on our hearts.  

“I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; 
in the assembly I will sing your praises.”  

Though we are strengthened through Jesus, there are 
times this past week where we could not sing your 
praises.  

In this world it is hard to be joyful when there are 
those around us hurting. Those mourning loved ones. 
Those fighting a daily struggle against an unjust 
system. Those struggling to put food on the table. 
Those going through divorce. Those whose families 
are separated. Those who see images of war, famine 
and terror and cry “Where are you God!”  

In this moment, let us share what is heavy on our 
hearts.  

When one of us is in pain, we are all in pain, and Jesus 
weeps with those who weep. As siblings we bring 
these prayers before you, Jesus, that you may be with 
them in times of hardship and sorrow.  

Let us bring these all before God,  
Amen..4 

O THOU WHO CAMEST FROM ABOVE 
the pure celestial fire to impart, 
kindle a flame of sacred love 
on the mean altar of my heart! 

There let it for thy glory burn 
with inextinguishable blaze, 
and trembling to its source return 

 
4 Prayers of intercession written by Tim Annan-Hood 

in humble prayer and fervent praise. 

Jesus, confirm my heart's desire 
to work, and speak, and think for thee; 
still let me guard the holy fire, 
and still stir up thy gift in me. 

Ready for all thy perfect will, 
my acts of faith and love repeat; 
till death thy endless mercies seal, 
and make the sacrifice complete. 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

BLESSING 
I want to live in a world more like your kingdom, 
and less like the kingdom of greed we find ourselves 
in:  
no longer the kingdom of comfort, 
but forever, the Kingdom of heaven.  

Be at work in me, Lord God, by your Spirit,  

Amen.5 

5Additional prayers by Tim Baker 


