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ST ANDREW’S, LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 2021 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

You have called us here, O God, 

And we come – to gather in your name. 

You have called us this far on our journey and we 

come – to take stock, to reflect, 

and to take our next steps on our walk with you. 

In Jesus’ name, by the power of the Spirit, we come, 

Amen.1 

GREAT GOD, YOUR LOVE HAS CALLED US HERE 

as we, by love for love were made. 

Your living likeness still we bear, 

though marred, dishonoured, disobeyed; 

we come, with all our heart and mind, 

your call to hear, your love to find. 

We come with self-inflicted pains 

of broken trust and chosen wrong, 

half-free, half-bound by inner chains, 

by social forces swept along, 

by powers and systems close confined, 

yet seeking hope for humankind. 

Great God, in Christ you call our name, 

and then receive us as your own, 

not through some merit, right or claim, 

but by your gracious love alone; 

we strain to glimpse your mercy-seat 

and find you kneeling at our feet. 

Then take the towel, and break the bread, 

and humble us, and call us friends; 

suffer and serve till all are fed, 

and show how grandly love intends 

to work till all creation sings, 

to fill all worlds, to crown all things. 

Great God, in Christ you set us free 

your life to live, your joy to share; 

give us your Spirit's liberty 

to turn from guilt and dull despair 

and offer all that faith can do, 

while love is making all things new. 
Brian Wren (b. 1936) 

 
1 Call to Worship written by Tim Baker 

OPENING PRAYERS 

Gracious God, your love finds us here. 

In this moment, just as we are, coming to seek a 

connection with the spiritual basenote that is all 

around us. 

In a world that feels increasingly full of treble-notes 

and surface-level conversations, show us a glimpse of 

something deeper; something richer, something 

more meaningful, O God. 

That is why we come in worship this day. 

That is why we come to pray, to sing, to listen, to 

think, to reflect, to connect, and to be transformed by 

our encounter with you. 

Come amongst us holy God, God of all creation, God 

of this moment, this space, these people gathered 

here. 

Come, by your Spirit. 

Loving God, you already know that many of us are 

carrying baggage and burdens with us into our time 

of worship. A mixture of our own failings, of the 

mistakes we’ve made, of the times we have fallen 

short of reflecting your glory into the world around 

us. 

As we begin our time of worship, help us to lay those 

burdens down. 

Help us to learn again that we never have to earn our 

place in your love, that your kingdom is not a 

meritocracy, but a community of grace. 

And even as we are loved and accepted, even as we 

are forgiven and set free, may we live the same way 

with those we meet. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen.2 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE 

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

 

2 Opening prayers written by Tim Baker 
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Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might — 

thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 

in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 

and wither and perish; but naught changeth thee. 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 

thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

all praise we would render: O help us to see 

'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

Walter Chalmers Smith (1824–1908) 

READINGS: 

Proverbs 1:20-33; James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38 

REFLECTIONS ON THE READING 

In Proverbs, we encounter the personification of 

Wisdom, here depicted as a woman. Throughout the 

book, this female voice offers insight, critique and a 

glimpse of the divine. 

What we hear in these verses is an empowered 

female voice speaking into the most powerful (and 

typically, at the time, masculine) places in society. 

Wisdom speaks from ‘the street corners, squares and 

city gates’ – these would have been the centres of 

judicial, business and social life in a contemporary 

Jewish city. Here, amongst all the babble and noise of 

everyday life, Wisdom offers her alternative voice – in 

her femininity and prophetic challenge to her 

listeners, she sounds different to the other voices 

echoing around these city spaces. 

As Wisdom competes with all the distractions, she 

invites us to ‘give heed’ (as the NRSV translates it) but 

actually the Hebrew word here is more literally ‘turn’. 

The invitation is to turn aside from our busy-ness – 

and even our foolishness – in order to hear the 

alternative worldview offered by Lady Wisdom. 

Perhaps this is the same invitation God gives to 

Moses at the burning bush – turn aside and meet the 

mystery of the divine. 

These Old Testament ‘turnings’ also draw to mind the 

words of Jesus: ‘Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is 

near’. Repent, too, could be more accurately 

translated as ‘turn around’. Jesus calls us to face the 

other way, to turn our backs on the temptations and 

sinfulness of the world in order to face the divine – to 

encounter a holy God and be transformed by that 

encounter. Therefore, when we return to the world 

we do so with a different attitude, different desires 

and a commitment to love. 

At the end of this passage in Proverbs, Wisdom warns 

us of the dangers of ‘waywardness’. This word has 

the same Hebrew roots as ‘take heed’ and is linked 

again to this idea of turning. If we don’t turn and 

deliberately chose the path of wisdom, the path of 

God, we will wander, lost and directionless. If, 

however, we can continue to find ways to turn aside 

from our foolish everyday distractions, we will find a 

deeper truth, a meaningful existence, a security, we 

may even ‘live at ease, without dread of disaster’. 

This is the same kind of ‘turning’ that Jesus is talking 

about in Mark’s gospel for today. He says: 

For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 

whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will 

save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole 

world, yet forfeit their soul? 

This runs totally counter to our society – which is 

always trying to tell us that you should ‘take care of 

number one’ and ‘look after yourself’. Can we turn 

away from ourselves too? 

The danger of a surface level interpretation of the 

Proverbs passage is that we turn away from all the 

distractions and ‘hype’ of this world, only to focus 

even more on ourselves. That in our meditation – and 

even our prayer – we only become more self-centred, 

we only serve the ego even more than before. This is 

not what Wisdom is inviting us to do, and is certainly 

not what Jesus is calling us to do. Rather, Jesus the 
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Christ always invites us to overcome our ego-centric 

way of looking at the world, to die-to-self, in order to 

be fully present to God. This is not about some sort of 

brutal self-loathing, or a search for detachment from 

ourselves … but rather a commitment to getting 

beyond our own selfishness. A way of putting love 

ahead of lust, peace ahead of power, grace ahead of 

gossip. 

Doesn’t that sound like a better world? A world we 

might like to turn towards?3 

MEEKNESS AND MAJESTY, MANHOOD AND DEITY 

in perfect harmony — the man who is God. 

Lord of eternity, dwells in humanity, 

kneels in humility and washes our feet. 

Oh, what a mystery — 

meekness and majesty: 

bow down and worship, 

for this is your God, 

this is your God! 

Father's pure radiance, perfect in innocence, 

yet learns obedience to death on a cross: 

suffering to give us life, conquering through sacrifice 

— 

and as they crucify, prays, ‘Father forgive.’ 

Oh, what a mystery — 

Wisdom unsearchable, God the invisible, 

love indestructible in frailty appears: 

Lord of infinity, stooping so tenderly, 

lifts our humanity to the heights of his throne. 

Oh, what a mystery — 

Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 

WHAT ARE YOU BEING CALLED TO? 

Today, you are invited to think about what you could 

‘turn away’ from. What are the things, the habits, the 

parts of your life, the relationships, the addictions 

that are ultimately destructive? 

Are there ways you waste your time that don’t help 

you rest or grow? Are there hobbies and habits that 

damage your mental and physical wellbeing? What 

 
3 Reflection written by Tim Baker 

happens when you are stressed – do some of those 

habits you have been aware of for years start to 

creep back in? 

At this point, you don’t necessarily have to consider 

how you are going to turn away from them, but let us 

begin by recognising them. Recovery, genuine 

change, ‘turning around’ is a long and windy road, but 

it’s one we are all on, in some way or other. 

Just as every person’s journey through the Alcoholics 

Anonymous meetings has to begin with the courage 

to admit their own addiction, before the process of 

healing can fully begin, so too must we come to terms 

with the things we need to ‘turn away’ from. The 

work of metanoia starts (again) with us today. 

So, what is it that you need to turn away from? You 

won’t have to share this with anyone, we are not 

setting up a church-wide accountability group here, 

but perhaps you are beginning or continuing your 

own journey towards recovery. Let’s take a few 

moments. Write if it’s helpful. Draw if it’s helpful. Go 

for a little walk if it’s helpful. Use this time, the next 

five minutes or so, with your thoughts. What do you 

need to turn away from? 

After your time of reflection, why not pray this 

prayer: 

Gracious God, your love has called us here. 

And we come. 

As bringing much that is difficult with us, much we 

would chose to turn away from, in order to make the 

world and our lives a better, safer, fairer place. We 

know we can’t fix everything, not today, not now. But 

we want to take the next step. 

Move amongst us now, by your grace, and show us 

how to choose wisdom, love, peace, grace, hope. 

In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

  



Reprinted using CCLI No 944608                                                     Materials produced by Twelvebaskets, The Vine                 4 

ALL HEAVEN DECLARES THE GLORY OF THE RISEN LORD 

who can compare with the beauty of the Lord? 

For ever he will be the Lamb upon the throne; 

I gladly bow the knee, and worship him alone. 

I will proclaim  the glory of the risen Lord, 

who once was slain to reconcile us to God. 

For ever you will be the Lamb upon the throne; 

I gladly bow the knee, and worship you alone. 

Noël Richards (b. 1955) and Tricia Richards (b. 1960) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Lord of all grace, 

Our worship comes in the context of much that is 

wrong with our world, our society, our community, 

our whole lives. 

In the midst of so much that is broken, so much 

injustice, we turn to prayer. 

As we pray, we invite you, holy God to change and 

transform us, by your Spirit, that we may play our 

part in being an answer to someone’s prayer today. 

And so, we hold this space, as a space for each of us 

to bring our prayers for other people. In the stillness, 

I simply invite you to bring your prayers for those 

known to you who need God’s love, who need to 

know comfort, who need to connect in with the 

spiritual base-note, this day. You might like to just 

whisper a person’s name under your breath, you 

might like to just hold a picture of a face or two in 

your mind in an atmosphere of prayer, you might like 

to think about a news story or a documentary that 

has affected you in recent days. In the stillness, let’s 

bring our prayers to God. 

[A time of quiet - during which you may wish to play 

some gentle, reflective music]. 

Lord God, you know our hearts, and you know our 

hurts. You know the names, the faces and the 

situations we have brought into this prayer space in 

the last few moments. You know the people we pray 

for on a regular basis. You know the world and her 

needs right now. 

 
4 Prayers of intercession written by Tim Baker 

As we pray, show us how we can be an answer to 

prayer. Teach us how to be a people of grace, justice, 

love and comfort, amidst a broken world. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen.4 

LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING 

joy of heaven to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesu, thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, 

enter every trembling heart. 

Come, almighty to deliver, 

let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 

never more thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 

glory in thy perfect love. 

Finish then thy new creation, 

pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation, 

perfectly restored in thee: 

changed from glory into glory, 

till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

BLESSING 

Arise from this place with the Spirit of God in your 

hearts. 

Arise from this moment to continue your walk of 

discipleship and faith. 

Arise from this time to travel with people who need a 

companion today, 

And take your next steps in faith. 

Amen.5 

5Additional prayers by Tim Baker 


