
Reprinted under CCLI No 944608.   
Materials from Roots are used with permission © ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-2021. www.rootsontheweb.com 

1 

LONDON ROAD, ST ANDREW’S & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES  
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 17 JANUARY 2021

Call to worship 
In this difficult time, let us take a moment 
to recognise that we have come into the 
presence of our Lord. 
So, let us quieten our hearts and minds, 
put aside our concerns and distractions. 
Let us open ourselves to listen for God’s 
voice, 
for the word that God has for his people. 
Our first song is one of praise and 
acclamation: 
Song: SoF 122: From the sun’s rising 
unto the sun’s setting 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMyXjDAFcqc 

From the sun’s rising 
unto the sun’s setting, 
Jesus our Lord 
shall be great in the earth; 
and all earth’s kingdoms 
shall be His dominion, 
all of creation 
shall sing of His worth 
Let every heart, every voice, 
every tongue join with spirits ablaze; 
one in His love, we will circle the world 
with the song of His praise. 
O, let all His people rejoice, 
and let all the earth hear His voice! 
To every tongue, tribe 
and nation He sends us, 
to make disciples, 
to teach and baptise. 
For all authority 
to Him is given; 
now as His witnesses 
we shall arise. 
Let every heart… 
Come let us join with 
the church from all nations, 
cross every border, 
throw wide every door; 
workers with Him 
as He gathers His harvest, 
till earth’s far corners 
our Saviour adore.  

Let every heart… 
Graham Kendrick 

Copyright © 1987 Make Way Music  

Prayers 
Our Bible readings today are stories of 
people being called to follow God in 
different ways, and we’ll take up that 
theme in our prayers now.   
Loving God,  
we give thanks that you see each one of 
us as special, 
and that you call us to be your disciples  
despite our fears and our weaknesses.  
Grant us the generosity of Philip,  
the integrity of Nathanael,  
and the humility of your Son, our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
Holy God, we have heard your call  
as it has echoed down the generations, 
through history and tradition,  
through scripture and preaching, 
through the lives and witness of faithful 
people. 
We have heard your call, 
as we have worshipped,  
as we have prayed, 
as we have wrestled with doubt and 
unbelief. 
Hear us now, as we call out to you 
in praise and prayer,  
in honest confession, 
and as we intercede for the needs of the 
world.  
Amen. 
Bible Readings:   
1 Samuel 3: 1-10 
John 1: 43-51 
Hymn: StF 406: Have you heard the 
good news? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1U-3c174xqc 

Have you heard the good news? 
Have you heard the good news? 
We can live in hope 
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because of what the Lord has done. 
(Repeat)  
There is a way 
when there seems to be no way, 
there is a light in the darkness: 
there is a hope, 
an everlasting hope, 
there is a God who can help us. 
Have you heard the good news?... 
A hope for justice 
and a hope for peace, 
a hope for those in desperation: 
we have a future, 
if only we believe 
He works in every situation.  
Yes I’ve heard the good news! 
Yes I've heard the good news! 
I can live in hope 
because of what the Lord has done. 
(Repeat) 

Stuart Garrard 
Copyright © 1995 Curious? Music UK 

Sermon  
If you watched this service last Sunday, 
you’ll remember how our preacher, the 
Rev Sam Funnell spoke about Jesus - the 
Word made flesh - being the light of the 
world, the light that shines in the 
darkness; the light which is never 
extinguished by the darkness.  
She used this theme, from the opening 
chapter of John’s Gospel, to explore some 
of the reality of life described in the 
equally famous passage from Ecclesiastes 
which begins: “For everything there is a 
season, and a time for every matter under 
heaven: a time to be born, a time to die…” 
and so on. You’ll know the words, best 
remembered from Pete Seeger’s song, 
recorded back in the sixties by the 
Byrds… 
The reality of life at the moment is that we 
are living through very dark times.  The 
whole world is engulfed by this pandemic 
and I’m struck by the way we use words 
and phrases that have a military ring. We 
are in a battle; it’s a war against the virus. 
We look to the vaccines to lift the siege, to 

bring us victory. The first lock down last 
April seems to have been the Phoney War, 
followed by the Blitz we are experiencing 
right now. And, of course, every day the 
casualty figures are read out by the 
newscasters… 
The hope given by the light in the 
darkness seems to me to be as relevant 
today as it ever has been throughout the 
two millennia since Christ’s birth. The 
incarnation we celebrate every Christmas 
is a most wondrous happening. In the true 
sense of the word, the incarnation was an 
awesome event. For reasons beyond our 
human understanding the God who “flung 
stars into space” - as a hymn puts it - self-
contained himself in the person of Jesus 
and entered this world at a specific time 
and place in history.  
Forget all the stories about a harassed 
innkeeper, a stable birth, shepherds, a 
magic star, kings, and all the tinsel, mince 
pies and glitter of a modern Christmas as 
well - forget all of that and think of the 
sublime experience unfolding for the first 
disciples as they encountered the 
Messiah. 
How did they meet him? Imagine yourself 
in their place. How did you meet him? Did 
you go searching for Jesus or did he seek 
you? The Gospels give different and 
tantalising descriptions of how Jesus 
chose his disciples and we don’t have 
much to go on. John’s Gospel was the 
last of the four to be written and 
Nathanael’s story only features in this one 
Gospel composed many years later, but 
he clearly made a great impression on the 
evangelist. 
Some of the disciples are leading actors in 
the narrative of the early church. Others 
only seem to have bit parts like Nathanael. 
But what a character he turns out to be. 
He’s the only disciple who isn’t 
immediately captivated by Jesus. He 
won’t join the group without some 
questions! 
Let me recap on the story. In John’s 
Gospel disciples join Jesus’s group each 
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day. First to arrive is Andrew, actually one 
of John the Baptist’s followers, but John 
points Jesus out to Andrew, calling Jesus 
“The lamb of God”.  Andrew immediately 
leaves John to follow Jesus. Next day, 
Andrew brings his own brother, Simon to 
see Jesus, who renames him as Peter. 
The day after, Jesus calls Philip to his 
side. These early followers are convinced 
Jesus is the Messiah. Philip rushes to tell 
his friend Nathanael, whose first reaction 
is scornful dismissal. “Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?” he asks.  
Philip has rushed up to Nathanael, 
perhaps with the same excitement we 
heard in our last song - “Have you heard 
the good news? We can live in hope 
because of what the Lord has done!” 
Nathanael’s immediate reaction is to pour 
cold water on Philip’s excited news but 
Philip is not put off: “Come and see, just 
come and see!”  
And Nathanael does just that. And having 
met with Jesus, he undergoes an 
extraordinary transformation. He declares 
his belief in Jesus who knew so much 
about him before they met. Jesus used 
this opportunity to declare before 
everyone his status as the Son of Man - a 
phrase that is difficult for us to understand 
but of great significance at the time. 
Jesus paints Nathaniel as a man of 
integrity, a true Israelite in whom there is 
no deceit - perhaps an oblique criticism of 
the religious leaders of the day. 
But what about his friend Philip? His 
excitement might have been dampened a 
little by Nathanael’s reaction. But he has 
generosity of spirit - his exhortation to 
‘come and see’ is something we could all 
do with. If we are prepared to put our 
present concerns to one side, just to 
listen, to watch, to think things through 
quietly, we’ll be able to follow Jesus more 
nearly and more dearly as St Richard’s 
prayer puts it. We can so easily become 
complacent, cosy even when we have 
been long time members of the church.  

Remember Philip’s enthusiasm: “Come 
and see!”  Look around you. It’s good 
when people within our community can 
inspire us and rekindle our own 
enthusiasm. It’s what saints do. 
Where are the saints in your life? We often 
think of saints as a) people who lived a 
long time ago, b) people who lived a life 
much more pure than we could possibly 
aspire to, c) people who perform miracles 
and d) people who generally come to a 
sticky end. But above all, Saints inspire 
us. 
If you look more closely you’ll see plenty 
of saintly behaviour all around. We are 
seeing this very clearly demonstrated 
during this pandemic. People in all walks 
of life are doing extraordinary things far 
beyond the call of duty and yes; 
sometimes they are losing their lives. 
But you don’t have to look always to front-
line workers - there, another military word 
- front-line - you don’t have to just look 
there for saints.  I won’t name them to 
save embarrassment but some friends are 
devoting a lot of time to the needs of 
asylum seekers in our town, and doing a 
lot of youth work, and working with the 
disadvantaged in and out of the church 
and they still manage to hold down 
responsible roles elsewhere! They seem to 
me to be truly inspirational people! 
And you don’t have to look for your local 
saints in prominent roles either. How many 
folk do you know who quietly get on with 
God’s work in the background? They work 
with a quiet conviction - they are the sort 
of folk who will ring you out of the blue 
one morning during the lockdown, just to 
have a word, in case you are feeling a bit 
low or lonely. You know them, I am sure. 
Our Old Testament reading this morning 
described the call of Samuel. Samuel, the 
small boy dedicated to the temple at an 
early age, was wakened one night by 
God’s call to become a prophet. He didn’t 
know what was happening but eventually 
was told by Eli, his mentor, that if it 
happened again he was to respond: 
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“Speak, Lord, your servant is listening…” 
which is exactly what happened. 
This story constantly reminds us to listen 
expectantly for the call of God. We can so 
easily miss the still, small voice when it 
comes, or we can ignore it. We can lose it 
in the clamour of life but the Lord has a 
habit of repeating it, louder, until you take 
notice. An encounter with the living Lord is 
not something we may all experience in 
the way that Nathanael did, when he 
followed Philip’s call to ‘come and see,’ 
but the outcome is probably the same. 
Like Frank Sinatra we may want to do 
something our way until it becomes clear 
that Jesus wants you to do it his way - a 
point Methodists acknowledge when we 
recite that rather scary Covenant prayer 
every year, renewing our pledge to be the 
servant of the Lord, willing to do whatever 
we are asked to do, wherever it may lead. 
Sometimes it means going somewhere 
completely different - even venturing into 
the opposition’s territory. 
What might you think or do if you thought 
God was leading you to move to a 
different Christian denomination?  It 
happened to John Henry Newman who 
moved from evangelical Anglicanism to 
Catholicism and ended his days as a 
Cardinal.  
Let me pause for a moment at that point. 
Do you know any town nearby, where you 
might have the same view of the 
inhabitants as Nathanael had of Nazareth? 
It’s often the case that people don’t hold 
high opinions of folk from the next village, 
the next town, let alone the adjoining 
country or places even further away in the 
world.  
Everyone knows of the rivalry between 
football clubs from neighbouring towns 
and we see it as normal. Nathanael’s 
doubts are entirely understandable. 
Criticism of another place and the value of 
what you may find there are very deep 
seated in the human psyche. 

Until quite recently we might have 
brushed away disparaging opinions of 
other nearby countries as old-fashioned 
xenophobia from a bygone age, long-
since made obsolete by globalisation, 
economic growth and post-war 
democracy. But recent history shows that 
narrow nationalism and populism are 
never very far below the surface 
everywhere and strong forces have 
emerged in many countries including the 
UK and more dangerously in the US.  
Put that into the context of Christian 
history. Once, there were only a few 
believers surrounding Jesus. But as the 
church grew in numbers, first Gentiles 
were brought into communion with the 
Jewish believers. Years later, great 
schisms appeared, between the Christians 
in the west and eastern parts of the 
Roman Empire, separating the Catholic 
and Orthodox denominations and then at 
the time of the reformation, the Protestant 
tradition emerged from the Roman 
Catholic Church. Over the centuries the 
divisions engendered great hostility 
between the different parts of a religious 
movement that proclaimed one Faith. 
Thankfully, we don’t kill each other 
anymore but deep divisions still remain.  
Next week is the Week of Christian Unity 
and our Prayers of Intercession will mark 
the occasion. Philip’s call for open-
mindedness - come and see - is still a 
relevant riposte to Nathanael’s doubts. 
As the pandemic is a global phenomenon, 
so too is Faith. We must not be too 
parochial in our attitude to either. 
Vaccines are needed worldwide as is the 
Hope engendered by the Good News. 
The Bible is silent on what happens to 
Nathanael in later life. In fact he doesn’t 
feature any more in the New Testament. 
Philip does, however. He is mentioned 
three times with his friend Bartholomew 
and so it was once thought by Biblical 
scholars that Saint Nathanael and Saint 
Bartholomew were one and the same 
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person - a tenuous link but nice to 
imagine! 
Nathanael, Philip, Samuel came to know 
God in different ways and so do we, 
whether we go looking for Jesus, are 
called by him or answer a quiet call in the 
night. We should thank God for the myriad 
ways in which he makes himself known to 
us. He was and still is the light in the 
darkness. He has always been there and 
even now, during this pandemic, is the 
eternal hope we have for the future. Of 
that we can be assured. 
Amen 

Peter Bramhill 

Prayers 
Generous God, loving and ever-forgiving, 
as we thank you for calling us in many 
different ways, 
we admit that we have not always said, 
‘Come and see’, like Philip,  
that we have judged others quickly and 
wrongly, like Nathanael, 
and that we have followed you slowly and 
reluctantly.  
Father, forgive us; 
Spirit, transform us;  
Son, lead us in all that we do. 
Amen. 
Father God, 
With the authority of Jesus, we pray: 
For people around the world who are 
suffering from physical or mental health 
problems and fear for their future. 
For people doing dangerous jobs for the 
benefit of others, that they may have your 
strength and courage. 
For people responsible for decisions that 
affect the health and wellbeing of others, 
that they may act with your wisdom. 
For people struggling with the many 
different consequences of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
For people close to death, and those who 
mourn, that they may know your comfort. 
For people we know, and we take a 
moment now to remember them … 

And we pray for us, your church - locally, 
nationally and throughout the world - as 
we seek new ways to serve and glorify 
your name. 
Amen. 
This year’s week of prayer for Christian 
Unity begins on Monday, 18 January.  
This is one of the formal prayers from the 
united service for this year that has been 
prepared by the sisters of the Monastic 
Community of Grandchamp in 
Switzerland:  
Holy Spirit, you create and re-create the 
church in all places. Come and whisper in 
our hearts the prayer which Jesus 
addressed to his Father on the eve of his 
passion: “that they may all be one ... so 
that the world may believe”.  
Kyrie eleison (Lord have mercy)  
Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace, light the fire 
of your love in us so that suspicions, 
contempt and misunderstanding cease in 
the church. May the walls that separate us 
fall.  
Kyrie eleison (Lord have mercy)  
Holy Spirit, Consoler of all, open our 
hearts to forgiveness and reconciliation 
and bring us back from our wanderings.  
Kyrie eleison (Lord have mercy)  
Lord Jesus, gentle and humble of heart, 
give us poverty of spirit so that we may 
welcome the unexpectedness of your 
grace.  
Kyrie eleison (Lord have mercy)  
Holy Spirit, you never abandon the men, 
women and children who are persecuted 
for their fidelity to the gospel. Give them 
strength and courage, and support those 
who help them.  
Kyrie eleison (Lord have mercy)  
Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As we pray this prayer that Jesus taught 
his disciples, we join with Christians 
around the world and through the 
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centuries. If you have access to a 
computer, this link will play this particular 
version of the prayer sung by Judith 
Durham of the Seekers in 1968: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NiGSRjNHtCs&list=
PLY1JNdWcaLw7UV7bqB6ZcChiefxjItJ6q&index=2 

Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts 
As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom,  
And the power and the glory, 
For ever and ever.  
Amen. 
Hymn: StF 416: There’s a wideness in 
God’s mercy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJwfT3SY_PU 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy,  
like the wideness of the sea;  
there’s a kindness in His justice,  
which is more than liberty.  
There is no place where earth’s sorrows  
are more felt than up in heaven;  
there is no place where earth’s failings  
have such kindly judgment given.  
For the love of God is broader 
than the measures of our mind; 
and the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind.  
But we make His love too narrow 
by false limits of our own; 
and we magnify His strictness 
with a zeal He will not own.  
There is plentiful redemption 
in the blood that has been shed; 
there is joy for all the members 
in the sorrows of the Head.  
There is grace enough for thousands 
of new worlds as great as this; 
there is room for fresh creations 
in that upper home of bliss.  

If our love were but more simple, 
we should take Him at His word; 
and our lives would be all gladness 
in the joy of Christ our Lord. 

Frederick William Faber (1814-63) 

Blessing 
Loving God, 
As this time of worship comes to an end 
and we prepare for the rest of the week in 
lockdown, we ask your blessing: 
To those of us with too much to do 
managing families and jobs, 
give your strength and serenity. 
To those of us with too little to do 
bored, sad or frustrated by isolation, 
give your peace. 
And to those of us facing danger 
at work or at home, 
give your protection. 
And the blessing of God,  
Father, Son and Spirit, 
be with us, and remain with us, evermore. 
Amen. 


