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LONDON ROAD, St ANDREW’S & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 

WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 10TH JANUARY 2021 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

This the day that the Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

We are the family of God. 

And are called by God’s name. 

We are heirs of Christ’s kingdom. 

And born of the Spirit. 

Let us, therefore, come together in thanksgiving. 

Amen. 

Lord God, giver of light and life, 

by your word you bring everything into being – 

the far-flung galaxies and the tiniest atomic particle. 

You have given us a world to enjoy and to care for. 

Give us compassion in the use of its resources, 

wisdom in our stewardship of your gifts, 

and reverence for all that you have made – 

for Jesus’ sake. 

Amen. 

BLESS THE LORD O MY SOUL 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSxocnIaN0A 

BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL; 

O my soul, worship His holy name. 

Sing like never before, O my soul. 

I’ll worship Your holy name. 

The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning; 

It’s time to sing Your song again. 

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me, 

Let me be singing when the evening comes. 

Bless the Lord, o my soul; 

You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger, 

Your name is great and Your heart is kind. 

For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing; 

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 

Bless the Lord, o my soul; 

And on that day when my strength is failing, 

The end draws near and my time has come, 

Still my soul will sing Your praise unending; 

Ten thousand years and then forever more! 

Bless the Lord, o my soul; 
Jonas Myrin & Matt Redman 

Copyright © 2011 Thankyou Music/Said and Done/Jonas Myrin/ SHOUT! Publishing/Hillsong Publishing  

Let us pray. 

Come, let us honour the powerful glory of our Creator God. 

Let us worship God’s majesty in the splendour of holiness. 

Lord God, how awesome you are. Your voice is powerful and 

majestic. 

Once, the earth was without shape. 

Dark and empty. 

Then you spoke, awesome God. 

And light shone. 

You separated the light from the darkness. 

The whole world changed. 

You later sent your Son, Jesus. 

To live and walk among us on the earth. 

His ministry heralded by John the Baptist. 

Who baptized Jesus in the Jordan. 

The whole world changed. 

The sky split open. 

And your Holy Spirit came down like a dove. 

Then you spoke, awesome God. And continue to speak today 

through your Holy Spirit. 

Majestic, awesome, all-powerful God, we adore your holy 

name. 

So, Lord, when you came into the world, things changed. 

When we came into a relationship with you, 

things changed. Life became filled with a new sense of purpose 

and peace. But, Lord, sometimes we let you down by doing 

wrong things or failing to do right things. 

We are sorry, Lord. 

Sometimes, Lord, through pride, stubbornness or fear we 

build barriers and keep others at arm’s length – even you, 

Lord. 

We are sorry, Lord. 

At times we give in to our weaknesses and temptations, failing 

to draw on your strength. At times we are troubled by difficult 

situations and find it hard to trust you. 

We are sorry, Lord. 

Help us to turn such things around and turn to you. Help us to 

learn from the past and, drawing on your strength and peace, 

make a better future. 

O God, when Jesus was baptized, you spoke of your love for 

him. You showed your love for us through Jesus’ death and 

resurrection. By the power of the cross, the darkness of our 

wrongdoing is banished by the light of your loving forgiveness. 

Thanks be to God. 

Amen. 

SCRIPTURES 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 & John 1:1-14 

THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-eIQQayhpak 

THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’ll not want. 

He makes me lie in pastures green. 

He leads me by the still, still waters, 

His goodness restores my soul. 

And I will trust in You alone. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSxocnIaN0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-eIQQayhpak
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And I will trust in You alone, 

For Your endless mercy follows me, 

Your goodness will lead me home. 

He guides my ways in righteousness, 

And He anoints my head with oil, 

And my cup, it overflows with joy, 

I feast on His pure delights. 

And I will trust in You alone. 

And though I walk the darkest path, 

I will not fear the evil one, 

For You are with me, and Your rod and staff 

Are the comfort I need to know. 

And I will trust in You alone. 
Stuart Townend. 

Copyright © 1996 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music. 

SERMON 

Good Morning! 

I’m very pleased to be sharing worship with you today.... I’m 

just sorry it’s not in person! 

However, I bring you greetings from the District, thanks for all 

that you have been doing, in these challenging times and 

encouragement to keep on, ‘keeping on’ and we will get 

through this! 

My District role gives me an overview of life across our 

western part of the SE District and this message is a bit like 

that - an overview - of the year that has just ended and the 

new one that unfolds around us. 

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. The Word was in the beginning with 

God. All things came into being through the Word, and without 

the Word not one thing came into being. What has come into 

being in the Word was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. 

The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it.’ 

At the very beginning of all things, God existed and the power 

of God, The Word was fully a part of that Godly being and 

existence. Out of God’s being, and power, and presence, life 

and light came – for all people and for all time and nothing will 

stop that Light shining! 

No times or seasons, or ‘matter under heaven’... for: 

The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it.’ 

The last year was an extraordinary year. People have used all 

sorts of words to try to describe just how ‘extraordinary’ it 

was: unprecedented, ‘beyond living memory’, unparalleled, 

exceptional, ‘The Year from Hell’!  

No words really do it justice...although ‘ghastly’ might come 

close for many of us! 

I don’t know how all of your 2020’s were. I’ve been privileged 

to know a little of some of your experiences in the Circuit since 

I started my new role last September but I can’t know all that 

you have gone through. None of us can ever know all that 

another person or community experiences, however close we 

are or however well we think we know one another – there is 

always a small part of us that only we (and God) know. 

But, whatever has happened: 

The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it.’ 

The writer of Ecclesiastes is often credited with being a rather 

mournful character and the verses we heard read for us today 

have, at first glance, their fair share of difficult times alongside 

more positive ones. But I think this brings a reality to the list 

of ‘matters under heaven’ that the writer mentions and, if we 

view them through the light of God’s continued presence, 

perhaps we can see more hopeful things in many of them. 

Let’s take a little look: 

A TIME TO BE BORN & A TIME TO DIE – There have been many 

deaths this past year – some expected, others not; some 

sudden, others painfully drawn out; some, well sadly quite a 

lot, due to an infection we’d not really heard that much of this 

time last year, but others for a whole host of other reasons. 

We mourn the loss of these people, mark the impact their loss 

has upon us and strive to support those who have lost loved 

ones. 

But there have also been births – new lives coming into this 

strange world and the mixture of joy, hope and uncertainty 

that their coming brings to their families and communities. 

Life goes on and alongside the actual births and deaths...each 

day gives us a chance to ‘die’ to the old us and be re-born as 

new creations in and through God’s love in Christ. This New 

Year can be a place to ‘mark’ that transition, alongside New 

Year’s Resolutions and Covenant Services which some 

churches have still managed to hold. 

BIRTH & DEATH - The Light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it.’ 

A TIME TO PLANT & A TIME TO PLUCK UP WHAT IS PLANTED – 

Many people turned to the solace of the natural world as the 

first lockdown hit us – a garden, if they had one; or a window 

box, or even just a flower pot on a window sill. Many plants 

were planted and old ones plucked up to give space for the 

new – and with the extra time that some had at home, less 

traffic on the roads and a slowing down of the pace of life, we 

reconnected with the cycle of the seasons and transformed 

little bits of our planet for the better. 

In the area close to where I live in Woking, they have been 

working on the bit of woodland. It’s part of Horsell Common – 

which if you’ve read H G Wells ‘The War of the Worlds’ - you’ll 

know is where the Martians first landed! They have plucked up 

(well, chopped down) lots of smaller and damaged trees which 
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has transformed the area and brought more light, improved 

visibility and a better air-flow for smaller plants and wildlife. 

Sometimes things need to be ‘uprooted’ as it brings many 

benefits. 

PLANTING & PLUCKING UP - The Light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome it.’ 

A TIME TO KILL (FOR WAR) & A TIME TO HEAL (FOR PEACE) – 

As we have set out to try to fight this rampaging virus, many 

people are focused on killing it off, or at least making it as 

manageable as possible. The language of ‘waging war’ on the 

virus is now common place and it runs alongside a war on 

plastic pollution in our seas, to battling to lower or offset the 

Carbon emissions that heat our planet and drive Climate 

Change, as well as challenging injustice with campaigns such 

as Black Lives Matter. We may not often think of ourselves as 

people who wish to kill or wage war but some things really do 

need finishing off or beating into submission! 

This last year also saw people standing on their doorsteps to 

‘Clap for Carers’ to support the amazing staff of the NHS, Care 

Homes, and home carers – who were in the front line, along 

with other emergency service staff; bus, train, taxi and delivery 

drivers; Posties; teachers; supermarket staff and others – all 

those who worked tirelessly and often to their own detriment, 

to help us heal or stay well and keep life ticking over and 

ensure we had the basic necessities of life. They, and 

communities as they came together and supported each 

other, have worked for healing and peace in the midst of 

everything. 

KILLING & HEALING, WAR & PEACE - The Light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.’ 

A TIME TO BREAK DOWN & A TIME TO BUILD UP – As old 

certainties have ended and established ways of doing things 

and living and working have broken down, we showed our 

resilience at creatively coming up with new ways of doing, 

being and living. 

The daily commute – changed, for some, to working from 

home and a walk to the dining room table; just being able to 

jump on a plane and travel anywhere and everywhere – to 

holidaying at home and making the most of what is on our 

doorstep; meals out and over-catering to valuing the food we 

have and perhaps even making something from scratch (bread 

making has vastly increased – if you could get the flour!). 

We’ve let go of our ‘stiff upper lips’ and natural reserve and 

got to know the neighbours around us better – people that we 

might never have hardly spoken to before! We learned how to 

‘Zoom’ or ‘FaceTime’ or ‘WhatsApp’ like the best of them, or 

just remembered the importance of picking up the phone to 

see how someone is, because it’s kept us in touch with people 

and these connections really matter! 

BREAKING DOWN & BUILDING UP - The Light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.’ 

A TIME TO WEEP/MOURN & A TIME TO LAUGH/DANCE – 

There has been much sadness – in the loss of bereavement, of 

separation from loved ones (esp. when they were ill), of 

anxiety about what will happen, and sorrow for all those times 

that we have lost and will not come again. But perhaps we’ve 

also learned that sometimes we need to cry, that it’s an 

important part of who we are, and recognising that and the 

issue of the need to value and protect our mental health as 

well as our physical health is a key, positive learning 

experience that we’ve undergone which will hopefully 

improve mental health awareness and the support available in 

the future. 

We’ve also shown our ability to cope with the extraordinary 

and challenging by still managing to find the humour in even 

these times. 

(Comment – the notice I saw on a van during the early, panic-

buying days of last Spring – instead of ‘No Tools are left in this 

van overnight’ it said, ‘No Loo Rolls are left in the van 

overnight’.) 

Humour is one of our coping mechanisms and so people have 

laughed together, or alone; danced around their kitchens or 

had ‘socially distanced’ discos – because we need the light 

relief, the laughter, the silliness – to remind us that this too 

will pass and that the darkness will not win! 

WEEPING & MOURNING, LAUGHING & DANCING - The Light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.’ 

We’ve thrown away things and ideas that really didn’t matter 

anymore and gathered to ourselves better ways of being, 

doing and living. We’ve embraced when we could (in our 

households and bubbles but also in the new things that have 

come our way) and then obviously had to refrain from 

embracing too – which some of us, myself included, have 

found very hard and painful but for others, perhaps, this has 

been a welcome respite from having to navigate the social 

niceties of whether to offer a handshake, a hug, or a kiss even 

and given them the personal space that they desperately need 

but are so often not afforded without being made to feel 

awkward or unusual. 

We’ve found and lost; kept and discarded; ripped up some 

things and made other new ones; we’ve kept silent and 

spoken; we’ve continued to love things that are good and hate 

things that are not and in all of this, to know that: 

The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it.’ 

And so, as we step out into this new year, with all that may lie 

ahead – we draw on the life-giving light of our faith and the 

assurance that it brings us, of God’s continued presence with 

us – so that we travel into 2021 as people of hope, 

compassion, trust, peace, forgiveness and faith. 
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As we have known these things for ourselves; we seek to offer 

them to all around us, in Jesus’ name, for - The Light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.’! Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Eternal God, it feels as if the whole world has changed and yet 

in you there is stability and the opportunity of a new 

beginning. So, we pray now for those whose lives are in 

turmoil, those whose lives have been turned upside down, 

those who feel lost. 

May they feel supported, find fresh hope, 

and use our prayers in Jesus’ name to strengthen them. 

We pray for those for whom the lockdown has come as a relief, 

for those who now feel safer, but we pray too for those who 

now feel desperate, alone and worried about their jobs, their 

finances, their mental health. 

May they feel supported, find fresh hope: 

Lord, use our prayers in Jesus’ name to strengthen them. 

We pray for children and young adults as their schooling is 

disrupted, we pray for those who enjoy learning from home, 

but pray too for those who will lose confidence, who miss their 

friends, who feel vulnerable. 

We remember their parents and the parents of children with 

special needs, struggling to cope on their own. 

We pray for teachers, administrative staff, and all those who 

feel overwhelmed. 

May they feel supported, find fresh hope: 

Lord, use our prayers in Jesus’ name to strengthen them. 

We pray for the people of a divided America at this time of 

political and racial tension and transition, for outgoing 

President Donald Trump and President-elect Joe Biden. 

We pray too for countries around the world struggling with 

ethnic violence and militancy. We remember the people of 

West Africa and in particular the people of Niger, villagers who 

live in fear, those who have been wounded in recent attacks 

and those who have been bereaved. 

May they feel supported, find fresh hope: 

Lord, use our prayers in Jesus’ name to strengthen them. 

We pray for those who have been injured or lost their homes 

and loved ones in the severe weather, remembering 

particularly the people of Norway affected by landslides, and 

those in Australia battered by cyclones. 

We pray for those who work in the emergency services, those 

whose work is dangerous and traumatic. 

We pray for those in refugees camps with little protection 

from the weather, those who sleep rough, those who can't 

afford to heat their homes. 

May they feel supported, find fresh hope: 

Lord, use our prayers in Jesus’ name to strengthen them. 

We pray for one another, our families, our communities, our 

church fellowships. May we support those who are unwell or 

grieving. May we bring fresh hope to those who feel forgotten 

and are vulnerable, and may we – both practically and 

prayerfully – share our faith in your Son Jesus in whose name 

we entrust these prayers to you. 

Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 

Reveal who you are. 

Set the world right; 

Do what’s best— 

    as above, so below. 

Keep us alive with three square meals. 

Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others. 

Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil. 

You’re in charge! 

You can do anything you want! 

You’re ablaze in beauty! 

    Yes. Yes. Yes. 

Lord for the Years 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cd14v0e1RWU 

LORD, FOR THE YEARS Your love has kept and guided, 

Urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 

Sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: 

Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 

Speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 

Teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: 

Lord of the word, receive Your people’s praise. 

Lord, for our land in this our generation, 

Spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care: 

For young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 

Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 

Lord, for our world where men disown and doubt You, 

Loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain, 

Hungry and helpless, lost indeed without You: 

Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 

Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us – 

Self on the cross and Christ upon the throne, 

Past put behind us, for the future take us: 
Timothy Dudley-Smith. 

Copyright © 1967 Timothy Dudley-Smith. 

Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. Lord, help us to be 

open to your prompting as we seek to discover what you 

would have us be and do. Remind as again and again that you 

have promised to be our guide and companion on our journey. 

Help us to look forward with renewed commitment, and bless 

our thinking and speaking and doing. In your name. 

Amen. 

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, 

And to present you faultless before the presence of His glory 

with exceeding joy, to God our Saviour, who alone is wise, be 

glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and 

forever. Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cd14v0e1RWU

