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LONDON ROAD, ST ANDREW’S & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 

WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 3RD JANUARY 2021 – COVENANT SUNDAY 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

God of grace, through the mediation of your Son, you 

call us into a new covenant. Help us to draw near with 

faith and join in a perpetual covenant with you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

LORD, FOR THE YEARS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkTrFQLy6js 

 

LORD, FOR THE YEARS Your love has kept and 

guided, 

Urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 

Sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: 

Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 

 

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 

Speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 

Teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: 

Lord of the word, receive Your people’s praise. 

 

Lord, for our land in this our generation, 

Spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care: 

For young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 

Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, for our world where men disown and doubt 

You, 

Loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain, 

Hungry and helpless, lost indeed without You: 

Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 

 

Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us – 

Self on the cross and Christ upon the throne, 

Past put behind us, for the future take us: 

Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 
Timothy Dudley-Smith. 

Copyright © 1967 Timothy Dudley-Smith. 

 

LET US PRAY: 

Lord God we welcome you amongst us today – in our 

homes and in church. We ask that wherever we are 

that you would open our ears so that we may hear your 

voice speaking to us. Open our minds so that we may 

receive your eternal wisdom. Open our spirits so that 

we may know your leading and guidance. And open 

our hearts so that we may receive your wonderful 

love.  

 

As we think of your greatness, love and goodness to 

us, we become aware that we do not always behave 

like members of your family. Often we have not cared 

about you, or about other people, or about the world 

that we live in. as we look at ourselves honestly – we 

ask that you will forgive us. 

 

Loving God, even now we do not know how far we 

have turned away from you; bring us back. Send your 

Spirit like a strong wind into our lives; disturb our 

complacency, expose our faults, drive out our pride 

and selfishness. 

 

As we renew our Covenant with you: 

Help us to put right the things we have done wrong. 

Make us willing to forgive those who have wronged 

or hurt us. Clear away our grudges and bitterness. 

Demolish the walls we have built up between us. 

Freshen our lives with your presence. Help us to live 

in love with all your people. 

 

Father God we know that you forgive us. We know 

that each one of us is set free to make a new 

beginning. Thanks be to God. Amen 

 

READINGS Jeremiah 31:31 – 34 & Mark 14:22 - 25 

 

SERMON: 

In our worldwide Methodist family, Covenant Sunday 

is celebrated either at the beginning of the calendar 

year or September - the beginning of a Connexional 

year. 

 

A ‘covenant’ is an agreement about relationship and 

understanding; and begins in one of the most 

important passages in the Old Testament – Jeremiah 

chapter 31.  Jeremiah knew all too well that the Law 

could make nothing perfect because: Laws cannot 

change people. Laws help to control people. Laws 

only produce a skin-deep response. 

 

The reforms of King Josiah saw people put all their 

hopes into outward forms of religion - but with no 

individual change of behaviour these reforms did not 

deliver the changes needed. During these reforms, 

Jeremiah became convinced that something more was 

required – an internal, personal revolution. It was this 

expectation which eventually became the hope for the 

community. 

 

Israel’s relationship with God was 

floundering. Prophets had tried to convince people 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkTrFQLy6js
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God would now speak through individuals.  The time 

is coming when I will make a new covenant with the 

people of Israel and with the people of Judah. ( 

Jeremiah 31 verse 31) The New Covenant would 

make best sense in the light of the coming of Jesus. It 

will be in contrast to the old covenant which was built 

on merit and works.   

 

The Old Covenant had taken a new lease of life in 

Jeremiah’s early days when the ‘lost book of the 

covenant’ was found, read and reaffirmed” leading to 

some of Josiah’s reforms. 

 

These verses are a mature understanding of faith - we 

are called into a relationship with God and, in these 

early days of 2021, we seek to understand the basis of 

our life together.  

 

The new covenant we enter into and embrace has:- 

Covenant language at its origins in the laws and 

commandments. It is the acknowledgement of an 

acceptance of a way of life. The New Covenant did 

not abandon the law that God had given his people, 

but called for a fresh renewal based upon God’s love. 

God holds up the prospect of a new way. This new 

way is not based upon control. This new way is a life 

of inner-discipline in the heart. 

 

Our motivation is the key to how we will live out our 

lives. The question that faces us is ‘what is it that 

actually motivates us?’  It is- A question about our 

priorities. An enquiry into our inner-purpose in life. 

An exploration into what will be the plumb line for us. 

 

The ability to push on requires vision. In order for 

goals to be reached, there has to be a spark that lights 

the fire of hope, telling us to ‘get on with it’ this is 

called motivation! 

 

What God gives us is motivation for the future. To 

people who knew what it was like to experience 

despair came a word of great hope. To lose hope is to 

lose an essential of life. Someone once said, “We can 

live forty days without food, eight days without water, 

four minutes without air, but only a few seconds 

without hope.” 

 

This New Covenant that Jeremiah speaks about is 

bound up with the theme of hope.  The gospel of Jesus 

will bring a new purpose and possibility for all and the 

hope that God brings to the heart will motivate a 

whole new way of living. 

 

We are drawn to these words because we know that 

our lives are guided by that encounter of heart and life 

that we meet in Jesus. We must not develop a 

sentimental view on our faith – when Jeremiah called 

people to know God, it is in the context of ‘his 

justice’. 

 

The closeness of God in the Christian faith sets it apart 

from many other religious perceptions. God is not 

only One after whom we search, but One we discover 

in our daily living. What God offers in the New 

Covenant is - A power for our lives to be re-made. A 

vital, living encounter with God. A purpose at the 

centre of our lives. 

 

This covenant - based upon our relationship with God 

brings a fresh understanding.  Turning the pages of the 

Bible, I find an album filled with pictures of God’s 

love and forgiveness. It comes fully into focus in the 

life, death and resurrection of Jesus. What God offers 

us is the opportunity of new beginnings.   

 

At the beginning of a New Year, we have the 

opportunity to take a careful and honest look at 

ourselves – as well as look at the fragility of our 

relationships, without feeling they need always remain 

the same. God’s purpose is to bring healing and 

wholeness.  What was true for the people of God as a 

community is true for our individual lives. 

 

Some years ago I visited a lady who had asked to talk 

with me. She was elderly and was concerned by the 

Lord’s Prayer. It was not the whole prayer that 

concerned her, but the thought that she should forgive 

others – and that there was a relationship between 

forgiving others and being forgiven herself. A change 

of heart comes from repentance and there are times 

when it is particularly important to stress the need for 

this transformation that comes about by God’s 

initiative in Jesus. 

 

Some of you may be familiar with the idea of an 

alliance, in history there have been some strange 

ones. You only have to read about those that occur in 

times of war. Covenants are different. They are not 

motivated by circumstances but by love.   

 

The possibility of a new beginning is fundamentally 

different from the secular desire for better days 

embodied in the New Year greeting – ‘Happy New 

Year’. 

 

The new beginning which we embrace in a new 

covenant is far more than hoping that things will be a 
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little different; it is an affirmation that things are now 

fundamentally different because of what God has 

done. 

 

One aspect of these verses for me is the thought that 

the forgiveness of God creates a new response within 

us. The old covenant did not, could not, and was never 

intended to produce salvation. What we find in this 

new covenant is permanence and a sustaining 

principle that will change life for all time. 

 

Far too much of what people call ‘simple religion’ is 

based upon instantaneous change. That is not what 

Jeremiah’s vision is all about. 

I like growing fruit and vegetables; if I want potatoes 

for dinner tomorrow, it will be no good planting them 

in my garden today. There are long stretches of 

invisibility and silence that separate planting and 

reaping. Anyone who looks for quick results in the 

seed planting of well-doing will also be 

disappointed. A New Year is a time for - A new 

beginning which must imply new outcomes. A new 

heart to inspire new relationships 

 

I remember standing in the market square at Jericho 

after looking at the historic walls. The guide spent his 

time talking about the walls which fell down, but it 

seemed to me that this is what God is always doing – 

bringing down walls and enabling new beginnings for 

all of us. Amen.  

 

JESUS YOU ARE CHANGING ME 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=64OBMT2mrKU 

 

JESUS, YOU ARE CHANGING ME, 

By Your Spirit You’re making me like You. 

Jesus, You’re transforming me, 

That Your loveliness may be seen in all I do. 

You are the potter and I am the clay, 

Help me to be willing to let You have Your way. 

Jesus, You are changing me, 

As I let You reign supreme within my heart. 
Marilyn Baker. 

Copyright © 1981 Word’s Spirit of Praise Music/Adm. by CopyCare. 

 

THE COVENANT: 

God made a covenant with the people of Israel, 

choosing them to bear witness to his steadfast love. 

This covenant was renewed in Jesus, in his life, work, 

death and resurrection. In him all people may be set 

free from sin and its power, and united in love and 

obedience. 

 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, let us again accept our 

place within this covenant which God has made with 

us. This means that, by the help of the Holy Spirit, we 

accept God's purpose for us, and the call to love and 

serve God in all our life and work. Christ has many 

services to be done: 

some are easy, others are difficult; 

some bring honour, others bring reproach; 

some are suitable to our natural inclinations and 

material interests, 

others are contrary to both; 

in some we may please Christ and please ourselves; 

in others we cannot please Christ except by denying 

ourselves. 

 

Yet the power to do all these things is given to us in 

Christ, who strengthens us. Therefore let us make this 

covenant of God our own. Let us give ourselves to 

him, trusting in his promises and relying on his grace. 

 

Eternal God, in your faithful and enduring love you 

call us to share in your gracious covenant in Jesus 

Christ. In obedience we hear and accept your 

commands; 

in love we seek to do your perfect will; 

with joy we offer ourselves anew to you. 

We are no longer our own but yours.  

I am no longer my own but yours. 

Your will, not mine, be done in all things,  

wherever you may place me,  

in all that I do and in all that I may endure;  

when there is work for me and when there is none;  

when I am troubled and when I am at peace. 

Your will be done  

when I am valued and when I am disregarded;  

when I find fulfilment and when it is lacking;  

when I have all things, and when I have nothing. 

I willingly offer all I have and am  

to serve you, as and where you choose. 

Glorious and blessèd God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

you are mine and I am yours.  

May it be so for ever. 

Let this covenant now made on earth 

be fulfilled in heaven. Amen. 

 

Pause for reflection. 

 

INTERCESSIONS: 

As we have entered this covenant not for ourselves 

alone, but as God's servants and witnesses, let us pray 

for the Church and for the world. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=64OBMT2mrKU
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Loving God, you have chosen to give yourself to us 

all and invite us to give ourselves to you. We give 

thanks for all who come to you in worship, all who are 

aware of awe or mystery in their lives. We pray for 

leaders of worship, readers and musicians – all who 

give us a sense of wonder and beauty. 

 

Wise and loving God We listen for your voice 

 

Guiding Father, we bring before you the leaders of all 

our nations, we pray especially for our Government 

with so many difficult decisions to make and we pray 

for our nation as we enter unknown territory post 

brexit.  

 

Wise and loving God We listen for your voice 

 

We pray for all areas of life where there is 

misunderstanding between peoples and nations, where 

lives are torn apart by hatred and violence, famine or 

disease; we pray for an end to war and a deeper 

commitment to peace. 

 

Wise and loving God We listen for your voice 

 

We pray for all who are in pain or sorrow. We pray for 

those who are currently struggling with health issues 

both physical and mental, we pray for all who are 

permanently ill and those with only a short time to 

live. We pray for doctors and nurses and all who are 

involved in healing. We remember all on our prayer 

list today, for… 

 

Wise and loving God We listen for your voice 

 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of 

your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

We share the prayer that Jesus gave us: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are 

yours, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

LORD THE LIGHT OF YOUR LOVE IS 

SHINING 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rce9UHYZwl4 

 

LORD, THE LIGHT OF YOUR LOVE is shining, 

In the midst of the darkness, shining; 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, 

Set us free by the truth You now bring us, 

Shine on me, shine on me. 

 

Shine, Jesus, shine, 

Fill this land with the Father’s glory; 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, 

Set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow, 

Flood the nations with grace and mercy; 

Send forth Your word, 

Lord, and let there be light. 

 

Lord, I come to Your awesome presence, 

From the shadows into Your radiance; 

By the blood I may enter Your brightness, 

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness. 

Shine on me, shine on me. 

 

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness 

So our faces display Your likeness. 

Ever changing from glory to glory, 

Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story. 

Shine on me, shine on me. 
Graham Kendrick. 

Copyright © 1987 Make Way Music. 

 

BENEDICTION: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 

God be with you today and always. Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rce9UHYZwl4

