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LONDON ROAD, ST ANDREW’S & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES  
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 27 DECEMBER 2020

Call to worship 
“And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us”.  
We praise and worship you, Lord,  
as we celebrate the miracle of your Son, 
come to earth as a helpless baby 
to bring us light and life. 
This is the third day of Christmas, so our 
first song is a Christmas hymn of praise:  
Song: StF 202: Hark the herald angels 
sing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xa5O6EnJtLk 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born King! 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with th’ angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born King! 
Christ, by highest heaven adored: 
Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of the favoured one. 
Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see; 
hail, th’ incarnate Deity: 
pleased, as man, with men to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born King!” 
Hail! the heaven-born 
Prince of Peace! 
Hail! the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that man no more may die: 
born to raise the son of earth, 
born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born King !” 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
 
 

Prayers 
Lord, we thank you that although 
Christmas Day has passed,  
the Christmas message of a Saviour 
remains. 
We thank you that although all the 
presents have been opened, 
the greatest gift of all can still bring us 
joyous surprises. 
We may for a time have eaten well, 
if not always wisely; 
but through your sacrificial giving of 
yourself you offer us the bread and water 
of life 
that we may be sustained all our days 
and by your mercy brought at last 
to your eternal kingdom. 
Amen. 
Though we have been slow to make our 
way to Bethlehem, 
Lord Jesus, be born in us today. 
Though we have been distracted on the 
journey, 
Lord Jesus, be born in us today. 
Though we arrive with cluttered minds and 
weary hearts, 
Lord Jesus, be born in us today. 
As we bow before you,  
with angels and shepherds,  
with Mary and Joseph,  
with sheep and oxen, 
receive our thanks and praise,  
and be born in us today. 
Amen. 
Bible Readings:   
Luke 2: 22-40 
Galatians 4: 1-7 
Sermon  
We are familiar with the Christmas stories 
in the gospels: Matthew wrote about 
Joseph’s dreams, the wise men, King 
Herod’s jealous persecution and the flight 
to Egypt, while Luke wrote about Gabriel 
and Mary, the manger and the shepherds, 
and, as we just read, Simeon and Anna at 
the Temple.  
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Paul’s Christmas story is shorter: it’s only 
one verse. Blink, and you’ll miss it. It is the 
first account of Jesus’ birth in the Bible 
(Paul’s letters were written decades before 
the gospel stories), and we just read it, in 
Galatians 4: 4: “But when the appointed 
time came, God sent his son, born of a 
woman, born under the law.” 
That’s it. It would be hard to make much 
of a nativity play out of that! It seems Paul 
didn’t know – or didn’t care – about the 
nativity stories that Matthew and Luke 
would consider important.  Paul gave us 
no information about how Jesus came into 
the world, he was more concerned - it 
seems only concerned – with why. In 
verse 5: [God’s son was born] “In order to 
redeem those who were under the law, so 
that we might receive adoption as 
children” [of God]. 
This stripped-down version of the 
Christmas story gives us a chance to look 
beyond the traditional, romanticised 
trappings of the nativity scene and focus 
on the human condition of enslaved, 
homeless people with frustrated potential 
desperate for release.  Let’s think about a 
few points from Paul’s wider perspective. 
First, Paul made it clear that God took, 
and still takes, the initiative to act. God 
waited for the right moment to restore our 
relationship (verse 4: “when the appointed 
time came”). Paul used the language of 
commerce, describing how God acted to 
“redeem” us, or “liberate us from slavery”. 
This freedom comes not as result of our 
actions (we can’t just pull ourselves 
together, turn over a new leaf or break our 
own chains); it is entirely a gift from God.  
God’s initiative and God’s action.  
Second, God acts in two distinct ways. 
God acted once in history, decisively, by 
sending Jesus (verse 4); that’s happened 
– done and dusted. God’s been there and 
done that, and restored our relationship 
with God. As well as that, though, Paul 
wrote in verse 6: “God sends the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts crying ‘Abba, 
Father!’”. God continuously confirms the 

once-in-history coming of Jesus with an 
ongoing, repetitive action (sending the 
Spirit) to build a relationship that is both 
deep (“into our hearts”) and personal 
(“crying ‘Abba, Father!’”).  
Third, the result of God’s action is about 
us, you and me, and we are not just freed 
(or redeemed), we are also adopted.  
Verse 7: “So you are no longer a slave but 
a child, and if a child, then also an heir by 
God’s own act.” Paul used the image here 
of adoption, which he used several times 
in his letters (eg Romans, Ephesians). 
Adoption of adults and children was 
widely practised by wealthy families in the 
Roman world. Under Roman law, anyone 
adopted into a Roman family was publicly 
accepted as a full member of that family 
and had exactly the same legal inheritance 
rights as a child born into the family. It 
was not uncommon for an adult slave to 
be freed (or “redeemed” – bought for a fee 
from their owner), after which they had to 
fend for themselves. As a special favour, a 
family would sometimes adopt an adult 
slave, for example in return for long and 
loyal service or some act of exceptional 
bravery.  Such a slave didn’t just become 
free, they became “part of the family”, 
taking the surname of the adopting family 
and all the public status and prestige that 
went with it.  Take a moment now to 
imagine that you were a slave who had 
been adopted by a prestigious Roman 
family and think of the ways that this 
would have transformed your life: your 
health and welfare, self-respect, legal 
identity, standing in society, and 
assurance of better life in the future.  It is 
with this transformation in mind that Paul 
wrote verse 7: “So you are no longer a 
slave, but a child, and if a child, then also 
an heir.” 
So this is the wonderful good news of 
Christmas!  It’s not really about the 
shepherds or the wise men or the stable, 
it’s here in verses 4 & 5: “But when the 
appointed time came, God sent his son, 
born of a woman, born under the law in 
order to redeem those who were under 
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the law, so that we might receive adoption 
as children [of God]” 
I can’t think of anything greater to 
celebrate than that! 
Hymn: StF 169: Come, thou long 
expected Jesus 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3pabx6towKE 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 
Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
Prayers 
Lord, we pray, especially in this Christmas 
season disrupted by Covid, 
for people who are lonely; 
for people who find Christmastime hard to 
bear; 
for people who associate it with loss, 
tension or relationship breakdown; 
for people for whom this year is the first 
Christmas without a loved one. 
We pray that your Spirit will penetrate the 
deepest dark places, 
into the lives of people who are struggling 
to cope, 
into the hearts of people who are 
desperate for hope, 
and surround people in need of your 
protection and shelter. 
Give us grace and compassion, 
help us to remember your love for us. 
As your Spirit works in our hearts, so that 
we call “Abba, Father”, 
inspire us to take your love into the dim 
and ugly places, 

to show and share your promise of 
freedom and love to those who need it.  
Amen. 
Father,  
While we celebrate Christmas, 
we think of what is happening in the world 
– in your world – in places marred by 
political, social or military conflict, and for 
people suffering imprisonment and 
torture.  
We pray for men and women with power 
and influence: politicians, industrialists, 
bankers, soldiers, teachers, religious 
leaders – and, in our own way, ourselves.   
We pray that they, and we, may be guided 
not by selfish self-interest but instead, 
through your Spirit, by your priorities of 
justice and mercy. 
And we take a few moments of silence 
now to pray for our community, our family 
and those we know. 
We offer these prayers in the name and 
with the authority of Jesus the Christ, our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer 
We join together in the prayer that Jesus 
taught his disciples and that unites us with 
Christians around the world and through 
the centuries: 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom,  
       the power  
       and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  
Amen. 
Hymn: StF 330: Joy to the world, the 
Lord is come 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZhgpb97y7Q 
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Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns! 
Let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and 
plains, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

Blessing 
May the God who sent his Son to liberate 
and adopt us into a new relationship 
continue to fill our lives with light, joy and 
peace in this Christmas season and 
beyond. 
And may the blessing of God, Father, Son 
and Spirit remain with us always.  
Amen. 
 
 
 


