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LONDON ROAD, ST ANDREWS & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 20TH DECEMBER 2020 – 4TH IN ADVENT 

 
ADVENT LITURGY 
As we light our candles the first candle is for us as we 
join together in looking for the coming of Christ. 

The second candle reminds us of the prophets who 
believed in God during dark days and looked forward 
to the coming of Christ. 

The third candle reminds us of John the Baptist who 
called people to change their way of living to prepare 
for the coming of Jesus the Messiah. 

The fourth candle reminds us of Mary who simply and 
gladly responded to the call of God. 

Mary’s gift beyond all telling 
was to give Christ room 
She gave God a human dwelling 
in a mother’s womb 
Who could guess the final story? 
cross and glory 
empty tomb! 

StF 165 vs 4 
Mark Earey (b.1965) 

Today’s service is a celebration of gifts, songs and 
readings. 

OUR FIRST GIFT IS A BIBLE.  

This is a reminder that the story we are going to hear 
is from the Bible. Throughout our service we will be 
listening to this true story as it was written down 
many years ago. Many people regard it as simply that 
– a story, but for Christians it is the basis on which 
our faith is founded, because this is Jesus coming as 
one of us. 

PRAYER 
Thank you God for bringing us together. We pray that 
together we can serve you and your people. This year 
has been so difficult for many of us in various ways. 
Whether we are sitting alone with a YouTube service 
or gather together in worship on zoom or just reading 
this on a service sheet, I pray that our time with you 
will uplift us and make us more aware of the real 
reason for this season. Bless us and those we know 
and love. Amen 

JOY TO THE WORLD 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30OaM6b48k8&vl=en 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 

Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns; 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

Isaac Watts (1674 -1748) 

OUR SECOND GIFT IS A TELEPHONE 

Why would we have a mobile phone as a gift in this 
service– though perhaps it’s what some of us want 
for Christmas? What did we do before mobile 
phones! What do we use them for? To communicate 
and send messages of course and more so this year 
keeping in contact with our loved ones and those we 
care for.  Sometimes, when there’s someone we 
particularly want to get hold of, we wish we had a 
hotline directly to them. All through the Bible there 
are messages from God, and many of them in the Old 
Testament are about God’s Messiah, his special 
person who was coming into the world. Isaiah was 
one of the prophets who seemed to have a hotline to 
God. We’ll now hear some of his words. 

READING: Isaiah 9:2, 6 + 7 

So God has promised that his special person, the 
Messiah, the anointed one is coming. But how is this 
going to happen? Many years had gone by since 
Isaiah spoke about the Messiah – about 700 years, 
but the people were still waiting. 

OUR THIRD GIFT IS A RING 

It’s a ring because a young girl named Mary is 
engaged to be married. But before Mary can get 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30OaM6b48k8&vl=en
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married, something very strange and wonderful 
happens. She has a visit from an angel! 

READING: Luke 1:26-38 

Mary finds she is pregnant, though she isn’t married. 
This was shocking, even punishable by death in those 
days but the news is good, not bad as it would seem, 
because it is from God and this is no ordinary baby. 
As we think about this part of the story, let’s sing. 

COME AND JOIN THE CELEBRATION 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pMqG5M76tFE 

Come and join the celebration 
It's a very special day 
Come and share our jubilation; 
There's a new King born today! 

See, the shepherds 
Hurry down to Bethlehem, 
Gaze in wonder 
At the Son of God who lay before them 
 
Wise men journey, 
Led to worship by a star 
Kneel in homage 
Bringing precious gifts from lands afar, so 
 
“God is with us" 
Round the world the message bring 
He is with us 
"Welcome", all the bells on earth are pealing 

Valerie Collison 

OUR FOURTH GIFT IS A TAX RETURN! 

Don’t you just hate getting one of these? Many of us 
unfortunately get these, and so did Joseph, the man 
to whom Mary was engaged. He had problems 
accepting the news about the baby, but an angel 
visited him too, and told him that it was all part of 
God’s great plan. Now just as the baby is due, he’s 
had a summons from the Roman tax office to go and 
register at Bethlehem, 70 miles away. 

READING: Luke 2:1-7 

IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SE0aIQp9V4s 

In the bleak midwinter, 
frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, 
water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter, 

long ago. 

Heaven cannot hold Him, 
nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away 
when He comes to reign. 
In the bleak midwinter 
a stable place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty, 
Jesus Christ. 

Enough for Him, whom cherubim, 
worship night and day, 
Breastful of milk, 
and a mangerful of hay; 
Enough for Him, 
whom angels fall before, 
The ox and ass and camel 
which adore. 

Angels and archangels 
may have gathered there, 
Cherubim and seraphim 
thronged the air; 
But His mother only, 
in her maiden bliss, 
Worshipped the Beloved 
with a kiss. 

What can I give Him, 
poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, 
I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, 
I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give Him: 
give my heart. 

Christina Georgina Rossetti (1830-1894) 

OUR FIFTH GIFT IS A NO VACANCY SIGN 

What happened when Joseph and Mary arrived at 
Bethlehem? There was no room for Mary and Joseph 
to stay so what would they do? 

READING: Luke 2:5b-7 (HIL) 

OUR SIXTH GIFT IS A PAIR OF SUNGLASSES! 

Mary and Joseph have found a safe place to stay in 
Bethlehem and Mary’s baby is born. But what does 
sunglasses have to do with this? Well there seems to 
be a few of these. You don’t usually need sunglasses 
in the middle of the night do you, unless you’re a 
celebrity of course! But on this particular night these 
shepherds could have done with them. A bright light 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pMqG5M76tFE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SE0aIQp9V4s
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shocked and scared them! But then they hear that 
angel again with an amazing message. 

READING: Luke 2:8-20 

SEE HIM LYING IN A BED OF STRAW 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=79h_5jhzT7Q 

See him lying on a bed of straw: 
a draughty stable with an open door; 
Mary cradling the babe she bore -  
the prince of glory is his name. 

Oh now carry me to Bethlehem  
to see the Lord of love again 
just as poor as was the stable then 
the Prince of Glory when he came 

Star of silver, sweep across the skies, 
show where Jesus in the manger lies; 
shepherds, swiftly from your stupor rise 
to see the saviour of the world! 

Angels, sing again the song you sang, 
sing the glory of God's gracious plan; 
sing that Bethle'em's little baby can 
be salvation to the soul 

Mine are riches, from your poverty, 
from your innocence, eternity; 
mine forgiveness by your death for me, 
child of sorrow for my  joy 

Michael Perry (1942-1996) 

OUR SEVENTH GIFT IS A HOROSCOPE PAGE & MAP! 

On that special night, the baby was born and had his 
first visitors. But others came to visit too. These wise 
men wanted to travel. Here is a map to prove it. How 
are they to decide where to go? Is the horoscope 
page a clue? Some people today use these pages as a 
guide through life, and the wise men did study the 
stars, of course. Following horoscopes can misguide 
us and remember the wise men did take a wrong turn 
and ended up at Herod’s palace. But that’s not 
surprising really, if you know a king has been born the 
first place you would look is in a palace, not a drafty 
stable. We know they were all men of course because 
if there was women in that group  they’d have asked 
for directions! It was only when they studied God’s 
word that they got back on track. 

READING: Matthew 2:1-11 

So here’s our story of a group of people gathered 
together in Bethlehem watching God’s purposes 
being fulfilled. 

Well, that’s our story. A story of more than 2,000 
years ago, but a story for us today too. However, you 
may have noticed that something is missing. We still 
have a gift left to open, I think. 

OUR EIGHTH GIFT IS A RUBBISH BAG! 

Now, that’s a surprise. I don’t think anyone was 
expecting that! But it’s certainly something we need 
with all this wrapping paper around. 

If we were expecting something else in that present, 
we might have been disappointed, but we needn’t 
be. Because the real gift has been here all the time! It 
is too big to put into a box and it can’t be contained 
within a box anyway – and the real gift has already 
been given to us. It is Jesus the Son of God, given at 
that first Christmas and whose birthday is the real 
reason for this season. 

What will we do with the real Jesus? Will we clear 
him away with all this wrapping paper? Will he be put 
out with the rubbish, when Christmas is over for 
another year? Will we keep him as “Baby Jesus” in 
our hearts and not allow him to grow into a man who 
came, not for a wooden manger but for a wooden 
cross? Joseph and Mary, the shepherds and the wise 
men, all recognised who he was. What about you and 
me? Do we recognise him not just as part of an 
amazing story, but as a life changer? 

Our gifts at Christmas mean very little if they do not 
point to the greatest gift of all. At Christmas when we 
receive gifts we don’t really need, God offers us a gift 
we cannot do without – Jesus Christ.  
Amen 

PRAYER: 
Mary and Joseph, the shepherds and the wise men 
were people who listened to God and made Jesus the 
focus of their attention at the first Christmas.  

Dear Lord, we pray that this Christmas we might be 
like them, putting you in the centre of our 
celebrations, in the centre of our lives.  

And while we listen to some music we pray for our 
very own needs and those we know and love 
concluding with the Lord’s prayer. 

MARY DID YOU KNOW 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3b08Ft8ZGs 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy 
Would one day walk on water? 
Mary, did you know that your baby boy 
Would save our sons and daughters? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=79h_5jhzT7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3b08Ft8ZGs
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Did you know that your baby boy 
Has come to make you new? 

This child that you delivered, will soon deliver you 
Mary, did you know that your baby boy 
Would give sight to a blind man? 
Mary, did you know that your baby boy 
Would calm the storm with his hand? 

Did you know that your baby boy 
Has walked where angels trod? 
When you kiss your little baby 
You kiss the face of God 
Mary, did you know? 
Mary, did you know? 

The blind will see, the deaf will hear 
The dead will live again 
The lame will leap, the dumb will speak 
The praises of the Lamb 
Mary, did you know that your baby boy 

Is Lord of all creation? 
Mary, did you know that your baby boy 
Would one day rule the nations? 
Did you know that your baby boy 
Is heaven's perfect Lamb? 

That sleeping child you're 
Holding is the great, I Am 
Mary, did you know? 
Mary, did you know? 

Greene Lee Rufus / Lowry Mark Alan 
Mary, Did You Know? lyrics © Greensleeves Publishing Limited, 

Rufus Music, Word Music, Llc 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name; 

thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

THE FIRST NOWELL 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6tQlRkF59I&vl=en 

The first Noel the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
born is the King of Israel. 

They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east, beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night. 

And by the light of that same star 
three Wise Men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. 

This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
and there it did both stop and stay, 
right over the place where Jesus lay. 

Then entered in those Wise Men three, 
full reverently upon the knee, 
and offered there, in his presence, 
their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 

The United Methodist Hymnal, 1989 

BLESSING 

And so may I wish you God’s blessings for this 
Christmas season, a season like no other 
remembering that Jesus is the best gift of all. 

May God the Father bless and keep you, May Jesus 
the Son shine his light upon you and may God the 
Holy Spirit give you peace this Christmas time and 
forever.  
Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6tQlRkF59I&vl=en

