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LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR WORSHIP SUNDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Sing to the Lord, and praise him, 

proclaim his glory to all the world, 

for the Lord is great and highly to be praised. 

Sing to the Lord, sing a new song to the Lord. 

A prayer of approach 

O Lord, we honour you for your glory and strength. 

We praise you for your greatness. 

We bless your name for the salvation you offer us. 

We worship you and give you thanks. 

Amen. 

O WORSHIP THE LORD IN THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBEmXFkwcOE 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, 

bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 

with gold of obedience and incense of 

lowliness, 

kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 

Low at his feet lay your burden of carefulness, 

high on his heart he will bear it for you, 

comfort your sorrows, and answer your 

prayerfulness, 

showing the pathway your feet should pursue. 

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 

of the poor wealth you would count as your own; 

truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 

these are the offerings to bring to his throne. 

These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 

he will accept for the name that is dear; 

mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 

trust for our trembling, and hope for our fear. 

Repeat vs1 
John Samuel Bewley Monsell 

A TIME OF PRAYER AND PRAISE 
As we come before God in prayer, we read and reflect on 
the words of Psalm 96 

1 Sing a new song to the LORD! 

Let the whole earth sing to the LORD! 
2 Sing to the LORD; praise his name. 

Each day proclaim the good news that he saves. 
3 Publish his glorio us deed s among the nat ions. 

Tell everyone about the amazing things he does. 
4 Great is the LORD! He is most worthy of praise! 

He is to be feared above all gods. 

5 The gods of other nations are mere idols, 

but the LORD made the heavens! 
6 Honour and majesty surround him; 

strength and beauty fill his sanctuary. 
7 O nations of the world, recognise the LORD; 

recognise that the LORD is glorious and strong. 
8 Give to the LORD the glory he deserves! 

Bring your offering and come into his courts. 
9 Worship the LORD in all his holy splendour. 

Let all the earth tremble before him. 
10 Tell all the nations, "The LORD reigns!" 

The world stands firm and cannot be shaken. 

He will judge all peoples fairly. 
11 Let the heavens be glad, and the earth rejoice! 

Let the sea and everything in it shout his praise! 
12 Let the fields and their crops burst out with joy! 

Let the trees of the forest sing for joy 
13 before the LORD, for he is coming! 

He is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world 

with justice, and the nations with his truth. 

(New Living Translation) 

WE CONTINUE IN PRAYER: 
Lord, we praise your name with songs of gladness. 

With all of creation we tell of your glory. 

With all the peoples of the world we rejoice in 

the good news of your salvation. 

We bow before your majesty and wonder at the 

magnificence of your presence. 

(pause) 

We worship you in the beauty of holiness. 
(pause) 

We proclaim all the wonderful things that you have done. 

With the heavens we rejoice, with all the earth we are glad. 

With the seas we roar and with the trees we are joyful. To 

you be all honour and power, 

Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

READINGS 
In our readings we first hear the story of how Paul brought 
the word of God to Thessalonica and then the first part of 
his letter to the church there. 

Acts 17: 1-15 1 & Thessalonians 1: 1-10 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBEmXFkwcOE
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A NEW COMMANDMENT I GIVE UNTO YOU 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DopHQzNWDZ4 

A new commandment I give unto you: 

that you love one another as I have loved you, 

that you love one another as I have loved you. 

By this shall all know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love one for another. 

By this shall all know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love one for another. 
Anonymous 

IMITATORS AND INFLUENCERS - SHARING CHRIST WITH 
OTHERS THROUGH OUR LIVES 
When it comes to social media I think some people would 
describe me as a luddite! I don't do Facebook or Twitter, I 
don't follow bloggers on the internet and only just started 
using WhatsApp occasionally during lockdown! As a 
teacher, I have to be aware of the social media students 
may use but spending hours online following different 
conversations doesn't appeal to me. Equally, I can see the 
benefits of these platforms helping people to keep in 
touch with family and friends, helping people to feel less 
isolated during the current pandemic. 

The world of social media is one of imitators and 
influencers. Whether you are an avid user of social media 
or not, you are probably aware of the influence these 
platforms have; bloggers can influence life styles, Twitter 
feeds can be used to bully and denigrate others and 
people can get drawn into conversations where it can be 
hard to distinguish fact from fiction. 

There have always been imitators and influencers. 
Throughout history we can identify people who have 
influenced others that have looked up to and imitated 
them, often recalling to mind people who have had a 
positive impact on the world around them as well those 
whose influence has been negative. 

We read about imitators and influencers in the early 
church in our readings this morning. 

According to the story in Acts 17, Paul travelled to 
Thessalonica, the capital city of the Roman province of 
Macedonia, and preached in the Jewish synagogue. Some 
of the Jews, and many Greeks, both men and women, 
were persuaded by what he said. However, not all the 
Jews agreed with what Paul was saying and Paul, together 
with his companions, was forced out of the city. After 
leaving Thessalonica, Paul became concerned about the 
fledgling church he had left behind and sent Timothy back 
to see what was happening. As we heard in Paul's letter 
the report Timothy brings back is clearly favourable. Paul 
writes that he, and his companions, thank God for them 
and their faithful work, loving deeds and the enduring 
hope they have in Jesus which reflects their response to 
the good news that was shared with them. He also 

commends them on their witness to those around them, 
both locally and more widely. 

So who are the imitators and influencers in this story? 

I think we would probably be very quick to say Paul is an 
influencer as he preached the news about Jesus Christ 
convincing people to turn to God. Paul's first letter to the 
Thessalonians, written in around AD 51, is the earliest of 
his letters and it is probably the first book in the New 
Testament to be written. So, when Paul was preaching in 
Thessalonica, the Gospels had not been written meaning 
that the good news about Jesus had to be shared through 
preaching and conversation. Some of this was done 
formally by Paul in the synagogue but, given many of the 
new converts were Gentiles, I think the stories and 
teaching of Jesus must have been shared in other places 
and in other ways as well. There is evidence of this in 
Paul's letter. In verse 5 we heard Paul refer to 'the way we 
lived when we were with you', suggesting that Paul and his 
companions were living as part of the community in 
Thessalonica. This would have enabled them to build 
relationships allowing them to share their own experience 
of faith in Christ, influencing the Thessalonians through 
their words and actions. From seeing how Paul and his 
fellow workers lived among them the Thessalonians were 
able to imitate their example, as they turned to God and 
began to grow in their own faith. As The Message puts it, 
Paul tells them that: 

"You paid careful attention to the way we lived among 
you, and determined to live that way yourselves. In 
imitating us, you imitated the Master." 

Paul faced persecution and suffering for his beliefs as did 
the new converts in Thessalonica but, by imitating Paul 
and ultimately Jesus, through the teaching shared with 
them, they were able to stand firm in their faith. 

So, we can see that Paul and his companions are 
influencers in this story while the Thessalonians are 
imitators but they become influencers as well as they live 
out their new found faith. As others in their community 
have seen how they are choosing to live, the Gospel is 
spread even more widely, to those around them and 
beyond the province of Macedonia. The Gospel is not just 
being shared through the spoken word but through their 
actions. The power of their example is evident in Paul's 
letter. He wrote: 

"And now the word of the Lord is ringing out from you 
to people everywhere, for wherever we go we find 
people telling us about your faith in God. We don't need 
to tell them about it, for they keep talking about the 
wonderful welcome you gave us and how you turned 
away from idols to serve the living and true God." 

Who do we relate most to in this story? Do we see 
ourselves as imitators or influencers? Or, are we both? Are 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DopHQzNWDZ4
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we imitators in the way we respond when we receive 
God's word following the example of Jesus and other 
Christians and influencers in the way we share our faith? 

I think I can probably hear some of you saying: 

'But I am not like Paul, I cannot influence people in the 
way that he did. He was a great orator and preacher in 
the early church, sharing his faith by standing up and 
articulating what he believed in, even when facing 
persecution. I find it really hard to talk about my faith 
and know what to say, even to people I know, let alone 
strangers!' 

Let me say now, I would be saying something like that, as I 
do find it difficult to share my faith with others, which 
means there are times when I can still find it rather 
bemusing that God has called me to be a preacher! 

In Paul's letter there are several things that may help us 
when we are thinking about how we can share our faith 
so that we are both imitators and influencers. 

Firstly, Paul was not working alone; others had travelled 
with him and he refers to this in his letter saying 'when we 
brought you the good news'. Whilst Paul's preaching and 
formal proclamation of the word helped some to turn to 
God, for others it may have been a small comment or 
action that opened their hearts to God's word as the 
missionaries lived in their community, sharing in the 
mundane and everyday tasks of life. 

Even more importantly than that, Paul recognises that the 
Holy Spirit was at work. He wrote: 

"For when we brought you the good news it was not 
only with words, but also with power, for the Holy Spirit 
gave you full assurance that what we said was true." Yes, 
the Thessalonians needed someone to share the good 
news with them but it was the power of the Holy Spirit 
that convinces them it is true. 

Looking back at our own lives, there may be a particular 
service we recall when we first responded to God's call. As 
we consider how we continue to receive God's word we 
may recall occasions in our regular worship that have been 
significant for us. But it is not only in formal services and 
preaching that we receive God's word, it can also be when 
we encounter others in our everyday lives. Some 
encounters have an immediate and significant impact on 
our relationship with God while others may 

appear insignificant at the time but, looking back, we can 
see God at work. For others, it may be through their 
encounters with us that they hear God speaking. We 
should also remember that we share our faith, whether 
through words or actions, as part of a church community 
working with others and not in our own strength, but in 
the power of the Holy Spirit who works through what we 
say and do to bring others to recognise the love and grace 

of God. 

If we reflect on how the faith of the Thessalonians was 
having an influence on the surrounding region, it wasn't 
through words and persuasive arguments, it was about 
how they were living their lives in response to hearing 
God's word. They had recognised the power of the Holy 
Spirit working in their lives, living out their faith in joy and 
hope, despite the difficulties they were facing. Just hearing 
what someone is sharing with us is not enough - we also 
have to recognise the power of God working in our lives so 
that we become alert to what God is saying to us, which 
may sometimes require the help of others. 

In this way, we can allow the power of God to transform 
our lives which in turn will enable us to share our faith, 
through both our words and actions. 

At our recent Emmaus Walk meeting we were discussing 
how we had responded to God's call to be a disciple. 

Two comments were made that I think reflect some of 
what I am trying to say this morning. When we were 
struggling to find examples of our discipleship to share, 
the comment was made that it should be hard to find 
specific examples because our faith and discipleship 
should be permeating everything we do; living out our 
faith is not about the spectacular but about what we do 
each and every day. One of the group then talked about 
how an admin task for church was proving somewhat 
tedious until they reminded themselves why they were 
doing it which helped them to recognise it as part of their 
discipleship. We don't have to be great orators like Paul to 
share our faith nor should we worry about what to say. 
We can share our faith through the way we live and the 
way we go about the ordinary, mundane tasks of everyday 
life in our communities. 

Paul, Silas and Timothy were influencers as they witnessed 
to the Thessalonians by living among them. 

We too can be influencers as we imitate them and the 
Thessalonians, by being witnesses for Christ in the 
ordinary, mundane tasks of everyday life through all the 
encounters we have knowing that, through the power of 
the Holy Spirit, we will have an influence on the lives of 
others as God will use our efforts to bring more people to 
know his love and grace. 

To conclude here is part of a reflection on verses 6 and 7 
of Paul's letter by Nick Fawcett. He begins by talking about 
how the Olympic torch was carried around Britain in 2012 
and all that signified, going on to say: 

"Paul's words to the Thessalonians call to mind bearing 
a torch in a different sense; namely setting an example 
of faith to others so that they, in turn, may carry on the 
task of living out and communicating the gospel. How 
good are we at doing that? Can we claim to have held 
it aloft faithfully? Most of us, truth be told, probably 
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don't even attempt to do so, for fear of making fools of 
ourselves, and if sharing our faith were simply a matter 
of words then that would be perfectly understandable. 
Too many would-be evangelists serve only to put 
people off the gospel by attempting to force it down 
their throats. What Paul speaks of, however, is 
something else. It's about living in such a way that the 
joy and integrity of our faith is evident to all; about 
seeking, as far as possible, to emulate Christ in the way 
we live and the people we are. We'll always fall short 
in such an endeavour, but make the attempt - sincerely 
and prayerfully - and you will indeed not only run your 
race faithfully but help others to do the same." 

A PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
We confess before you, O God, that we are not always a 

good example of what it is to be a Christian. We do not 

feel worthy that others should follow us. And yet, Lord, 

you encourage us to share your love and reveal your truth 

and lead others to you. We confess that we fail, and we 

are sorry. We confess our inadequacies and carelessness 

in standing up for what is right against what is wrong. 

Forgive us, Lord, and guide us in the ways of truth and 

justice. We want to be a good example, a shining example 

of what it means to be a Christian, a follower of Jesus. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we reflect on how we are called to share our faith, we 

pray for our church communities as we seek to serve the 

living God. We pray for those who teach us of you, who 

unpack your truths, who explain what living a Christian life 

is and how to follow you. We pray for those who guide us 

in times of struggles with our faith, those who stand by us 

in times of denial and bewilderment. 

We pray for the people of God at London Road and for the 
congregations at Partridge Green and St Andrews. We 
remember those who need particular prayer at this time, 
that they will know the love and peace of God giving them 
strength as they face and deal with the circumstances they 
are facing 

We pray for the wider church, especially those who are 

witnessing to their faith in the living God despite 

persecution and punishment in places such as Pakistan, 

North Korea and Afghanistan. We pray for the families of 

these people that they may be given strength and support 

in their own faith and discipleship. 

We pray for the communities in which we live, for those 

facing times of difficulty due to financial hardship, physical 

and mental ill-health, unemployment, anxiety about the 

future, loss and bereavement. 

We pray for our own country and other countries around 

the world which are struggling to cope with the 

Coronavirus pandemic as they seek which course of action 

to take, trying to balance the demands of keeping people 

safe and economies going; we remember those preparing 

to vote in the American presidential election, those living 

in places affected by war and violence and those facing 

hardship due to injustice and poverty. 

All these things we pray in the name of Jesus Christ who 

gives us the way to be, and the way to do, so that we 

become your people and do your will.  

Amen 

GO TO THE WORLD 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iRAlrimXek 

Go to the world! Go into all the earth. 

Go preach the cross where Christ renews life's worth, 

baptising as the sign of our rebirth. 

Alleluia! 

Go to the world! Go into every place. 

Go live the word of God's redeeming grace. 

Go seek God's presence in each time and space. 

Alleluia! 

Go to the world! Go struggle, bless, and pray: 
the nights of tears give way to joyous day. 
As servant Church, you follow Christ's own way. 
Alleluia! 

Go to the world! Go as the ones I send, 

for I am with you till the age shall end, 

when all the hosts of glory cry, 'Amen!' 

Alleluia! 
Sylvia G Dunstan (1955-1993) 

GOING OUT PRAYER 
Lord, you have chosen us to live out your gospel in our 

lives, in word and deed. 

Through the Holy Spirit, we have the power to influence 

our world; your Word gives us the authority to speak out 

against injustice. 

Thank you for your steadfast love empowering us to show 

your face to our world. 

May our lives reflect the hope we have for our church and 

community as we leave our worship today. 

Amen. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iRAlrimXek

