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LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 11TH OCTOBER 2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Whatever's pressing on our minds and hearts today, 
may God give us the strength to lay it down...again. 
All our wrestling, and the worries and stress we carry, 
are useless. We can trust that he'll take care of 
whatever concerns us. He knows the best way; his 
timing is perfect. And he is able. He's the storm-
calmer, the peace-giver, the burden-lifter, the hope-
bringer. Nothing is too difficult for him. He truly is our 
peace. 

OPENING PRAYERS 
Dear God, 

Thank you for the blessing of this day and your 
goodness in it, we’re grateful for the gift of life. Thank 
you for all that you’ve allowed into our lives these 
past hours, the good along with the hard things, 
which have reminded us how much we need you and 
rely on your presence filling us every single day. 
Thank you for your great love and care. Thank you for 
your mercy and grace. Thank you that you are always 
with us and will never leave us. 

We ask for your huge peace to surround us today, all 
of us who feel restless and worried right now, those 
who have been carrying big burdens and shouldering 
stress. Help us to lay it down before you, again, even 
though we’re struggling to really let go. Remind us 
that you can carry it so much better than we ever 
could. May your power and your rest fill us fresh. 
May the presence of your Spirit breathe hope deep 
into our souls, every minute of every day.. 

Forgive us for the times we tried to do things all in 
our own strength, getting too easily distracted, or 
forgetting our need for you. Forgive us for letting fear 
and impatience control us, or for allowing pride and 
selfishness to dictate our choices. Forgive us for not 
following your ways or for living distant from your 
presence. Cleanse our hearts and renew our minds in 
you, as we lay it all to rest. 

We ask that you would provide for our needs, even as 
we sleep. We pray for your huge grace and favour. 
We thank you that you never sleep or slumber, that 
you’re always at work, even in the dark of night, even 
behind the scenes where we can’t fully see. We pray 
for your blessings to cover us, that you would make 
every plan you’ve birthed in our hearts to succeed at 
just the right time. We pray that you’d be opening 

doors, clearing pathways, closing the wrong roads, 
and setting up our way for tomorrow. 

Help us to be alert to your spirit, that our hearts 
would be eager to hear your voice as we awaken. We 
pray you’d make us strong and courageous for the 
road ahead. Help us to feel refreshed deep down in 
our souls, and to be faithful to walk in the wisdom of 
your word. Give us a desire for more of your 
presence. Help us to remember to rely fully on you, 
fixing our eyes on Jesus. We ask for your words of 
truth and power to strengthen us in our inner being. 

Thank you for your goodness, thank you that you 
know the way we take and that you have a plan. 

We love you Lord, we need you, and we thank you we 
can rest in your perfect care. 

In Jesus’ Name, 

Amen. 

GIVE THANKS WITH A GRATEFUL HEART 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bk_7wUR2Wdg 

GIVE THANKS with a grateful heart. 
Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks because He’s given 
Jesus Christ, His Son. 
(Repeat) 

And now let the weak say ‘I am strong,’ 
Let the poor say ‘I am rich,’ 
Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
(Repeat) 

(Last time) 
Give thanks. 

Henry Smith. 
Copyright © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Adm. Kingsway’s 

Thankyou Music. 

READING: Psalm 23 

THREE LITTLE BIRDS by Bob Marley  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LanCLS_hIo4 

"Don't worry about a thing 
'Cause every little thing gonna be all right 
Singin': "Don't worry about a thing 
'Cause every little thing gonna be all right!" 

Rise up this mornin' 
Smile with the risin' sun 
Three little birds 
Pitch by my doorstep 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bk_7wUR2Wdg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LanCLS_hIo4
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Singin' sweet songs 
Of melodies pure and true 
Sayin', ("This is my message to you-ou-ou") 

Singin': "Don't worry 'bout a thing 
'Cause every little thing gonna be all right" 
Singin': "Don't worry (don't worry) 'bout a thing 
'Cause every little thing gonna be all right!" 

READING: Philippians 4 vs 4 to 9 

SERMON: The Guidance of our loving God 

The central theme of the Bible is that humanity has 
rebelled against God and the consequences are all 
too clear. However, God longs to reinstate a 
meaningful relationship with us and this is the reason 
for the ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus. 

We need to be aware of the guidance of God and the 
reason why guidance is so important is that God - has 
a plan.  

Gavin spoke last Sunday about the fact that ‘God’s 
love knows no limits’ and so, seeking ‘the guidance of 
our loving God’ should be our number one priority. 
However choosing priorities is not always easy. C S 
Lewis said, ‘Put first things first and we get second 
things thrown in: Put second things first and we lose 
both first and second things.’ 

This seems consistent with some words of Jesus: 
‘seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well. Therefore, 
do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its 
own.’ (Matthew 6v33-34 NIV) 

Our priorities reflect a determination to choose the 
most important things … and they provide the fabric 
for effective and constructive Christian living. 

There are some broad sweeping statements in Paul’s 
letter to the church at Philippi which help us to 
understand its context and what it has to say to us:- 

• It is joyful … yet written with the realisation 
that time is running out.  

• It is possibly the church Paul felt most 
comfortable with.  

• It is a community to which Paul came under 
God’s guidance.  

• It is written from Paul’s experience of 
imprisonment (1v13).  

• It is a church community that is feeling 
fractured (2v2 and 4v2).  

• It paints a picture of the unity which is to be 
found in Jesus (2v5-11). 

We tend to read this letter in the context of that 
community, but it has a lot to say to us as individuals. 
My text comes from the New International Bible ‘The 
Lord is near.’ (Philippians 4 verse 5) These four words 
need to be put into the context of end times when 
God would come and this the disciples believe is near.  

We must not think of God as either Creator or Judge 
in isolation. He is not an absentee landlord who has 
made the world and left it to run itself, nor an ogre 
who will let it run out of control and then judge us. 
God is not aloof or remote from us, but continues to 
work in the world … even when we find it hard to see 
how. We want to say that God is in charge, but that is 
not the same as saying we are unable to decide freely 
for ourselves. 

It was Brother Lawrence who coined the phrase, 
‘Practising the Presence of God’. He served as a lay 
brother in a Carmelite priory in France, in the 
seventeenth century. He is remembered for the 
intimacy of his relationship with God. 

The presence of God is with us:- In our day-to-day 
life. In our joys and sorrows. In our relationships with 
each other and with God. 

It is one thing to say God is in our lives, but quite 
another to recognise Gods significance in it. When we 
accept God’s presence in our lives, our lives are 
changed. He alters the way we see the world. We 
move from just seeing God at work in particular ways 
and in specific places, - invariably religious places and 
see him at work in all places and at all times. 

One of the reasons why people fail to acknowledge 
the presence of God is because they have 
experienced great pain and/or hurt. This can be a 
huge stumbling block to our spiritual growth. When 
we live our lives recognising at every point that God is 
with us, we receive his strength and help.  

We now take this a step further as we see the 
importance of grace in relation to the whole of our 
lives and not just the religious aspects. Every moment 
of our lives is lived in the presence of God – 
consciously or unconsciously: Once we understand 
God is at the centre of every part of our life, things 
take a radical turn and we meet God in the most 
unexpected places. 

It is so important we share with God the deep 
concerns of our lives, whatever they are. For Brother 
Lawrence, the way that he understood God’s 
presence was to live and work in a place of constant 
acknowledgement. 
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Joseph de Beaufort, the vicar-general to the 
Archbishop of Paris, wrote this about Brother 
Lawrence: 

‘And it was observed, that in the great hurry of 
business in the kitchen, he still preserved his 
recollection and heavenly-mindedness. He was never 
hasty nor loitering, but did each thing in its season, 
with an even uninterrupted composure and 
tranquillity of spirit.’ 

It is only as we realise God’s presence with us that we 
are able to navigate our way through life. God's 
presence brings real purpose into our lives and our 
text reminds us that God is near to us at all times.  

Later in the chapter, Paul speaks about contentment 
in Christ and one of the most challenging words of all 
his writings has to be – ‘I have learned the secret of 
being content in any and every situation, whether 
well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in 
want.’ (4v12) 

Paul speaks about contentment in a way that 
contrasts with other writers of his day. Their 
contentment was related to ‘self-sufficiency’. The 
secret for Paul was not self-sufficiency, but life rooted 
and grounded in Christ: ‘I can do all things through 
him who gives me strength.’ (4v13) 

The person who lives in Christ can face each 
challenge and can also look out on a world of 
uncertainty and find God who points the way.  

We can end up very frustrated if we live our lives 
trying to figure out how God guides us when the most 
straightforward way is to live close to him – he is 
always near to us. 

George Appleton, the former Bishop of Jerusalem, 
wrote about the conditions for understanding God’s 
will:- 

• Readiness to accept and do God’s will without 
any conditions or reservations.  

• Refer to God all the problems, opportunities 
and decisions of our lives. 

• Readiness to receive insights from others but 
not let them decide for us. 

• Examine any intuitions to discover any ulterior 
motives or reluctance.  

• Patient waiting upon God until a persistent 
feeling of oughtness comes. 

• Quiet putting into practice the guidance 
received without dithering or looking back. 

I conclude with some words by Brother Lawrence: ‘I 
hope that when I have done what I can, he will do 
with me what he pleases.’ Amen. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
Father, when either the traditional or the progressive 
blinds us to the truth of your will, clear our vision and 
speak through our prejudices until we are once again 
open to your changing. May we be, before anything 
else, your people sharing your concerns and your 
desires. 

Silence 

As you have called us 
Lord we come 

Father, we recognise how powerful the influences are 
in our world, which distract many and lead away from 
your truth. We pray for the quiet whisper of your 
wisdom to be noticed and acknowledged in many 
lives. We pray for the widespread discipline of the 
heart. a new openness to generosity of spirit. 

Silence 

As you have called us 
Lord we come 

Father, may our homes and daily schedules be part of 
the territory of your kingdom, where it is your will 
which guides and your love which rules. 

Silence 

As you have called us 
Lord we come 

Father, our hearts rail against the cruelty and 
unfairness of suffering and diseases in our world.  We 
kneel now alongside all in pain and weep with them, 
crying out to you for comfort and the healing of your 
love. For you are no bringer of evil to our lives but 
share our sorrow and give us the grace to bear it. 

Silence 

As you have called us 
Lord we come 

Merciful God, we pray for the many people who have 
contracted the coronavirus not just here in our 
hometown but throughout our country and in other 
parts of the world.  Bring comfort to those grieving 
loved ones who have died and peace to those 
worried, fearful and uncertain as the virus reaches 
another spike.  We also pray for governments and 
authorities who are developing strategies to contain 
and deal with the virus and those in the health 
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services who may be risking their own lives to care for 
sick patients. We especially pray for the Corona Virus 
situation and the procedures that have been put into 
place to try to halt its spread. Help us all to be 
responsible in the things that we do in our lives to 
prevent the spread of this deadly virus by taking heed 
of the recommended precautions and avoiding 
situations which may make things worse. 

Silence 

As you have called us 
Lord we come 

Lord God, we pray for our families wherever they are 
in the world. We pray that they will know your love 
and presence in their lives. We pray also for our 
church families. At London Road we pray especially 
for The People of God remembering Mark & Uzma 
Michael, Zarek & Kiara;  Jon & Chrissie Millwood and 
their family and  Lynda Mitchell and her family. We 
remember also Doreen Hadman, Maureen Smith, 
John Cannon, Barbara Hutton, Anna Warmachowski, 
Ian Currington, Geoff Lunn, Denis Robinson, Lindsay, 
Alan, Charlotte & Annabel Webber and Beryl 
Woodward. 

We pray especially for Alan Partridge along with 
Alison, Andrea, Bev and the wider family as they lay 
Margaret to rest on Thursday. May Margaret rest in 
peace and rise in glory. 

At Partridge Green we remember Kath Munnery, 
Dora Cudlipp, Jill and George Moore, Mike & Elaine 
Tunbridge, Jenny Jackson, Heather Derry, Rita 
Murray, Jez Holgate & David & Pat, Con Wells and 
Eric Smith(Stephanie’s Dad)  

At St Andrew’s Methodist Church in Roffey we  
remember George & Jill (Dave Wrighton’s Stepdad & 
Mum and Dave), Sylvia Crabb, Amy - Christine 
Weston's daughter and Brenda & Clive Haines. 

As you have called us 
Lord we come 

And we pray for ourselves that we will continue to 
reach out and embrace those who are in need. Give 
us the wisdom and discernment to do this according 
to you will Lord. 

As you have called us 
Lord we come 
Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

LOOK AT THE WORLD – JOHN RUTTER 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDa-Mab4SoU 

Look at the world: Everything all around us 
Look at the world: and marvel everyday 
Look at the world: So many joys and wonders 
So many miracles along our way 

Praise to thee o lord for all creation 
Give us thankful hearts that we may see 
All the gifts we share and every blessing 
All things come of thee 

Look at the earth: Bringing forth fruit and flower 
Look at the sky: The sunshine and the rain 
Look at the hills, look at the trees and mountains, 
Valley and flowing river field and plain. 

Praise to thee o lord for all creation 
Give us thankful hearts that we may see 
All the gifts we share and every blessing 
All things come of thee 

Think of the spring, Think of the warmth of summer 
Bringing the harvest before the winters cold 
Everything grows, everything has a season 
Til' it is gathered to the fathers fold 

Praise to thee o lord for all creation 
Give us thankful hearts that we may see 
All the gifts we share and every blessing 
All things come of thee 

Every good gift, all that we need and cherish 
Comes from the lord in token of his love 
We are his hands, stewards of all his bounty 
His is the earth and his the heavens above 

Praise to thee, o lord for all creation. 
Give us thankful hearts that we may see 
All the gifts we share, and every blessing, 
All things come of thee 
All things come of thee 

BENEDICTION 
God to enfold you 
Christ to uphold you 
Spirit to keep you in heaven’s sight 
so may God grace you 
heal and embrace you 
lead you through darkness 
into the light 
And May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with us all. Amen 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDa-Mab4SoU

