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LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 

WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 4TH OCTOBER 2020 

 

WELCOME 
We rejoice that we can return to worship in church but 
please be aware of the restrictions we are required to 
follow. Sadly there can be no socialising in church and 
no congregational singing. The service will be shorter 
than usual and we would ask you to follow the 
stewards’ instructions at all times. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Today we will be looking at the use of metaphor and 
exploring the biblical image of the vineyard, 
considering how the writers of Scripture used it, and 
how it helps us in our understanding of God today. 
 
PRAYER 
As the gardener prepares 
and clears the ground for the vine, 
so that it may grow and produce good fruit, 
help us, O God, to prepare ourselves 
to meet with you in worship 
that we too may grow and be fruitful. Amen 

God of word and wisdom, 
God of image and imagination, 
God of the head and the heart, 
as we approach you in worship 
may we find you in 
new and old, 
familiar and strange, 
challenge and comfort. Amen 
 
ALL HEAVEN DECLARES 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bm5NbY5
yEnQ  

All heaven declares  
the glory of the risen Lord;  
Who can compare  
with the beauty of the Lord?  
Forever he will be (forever he will be)  
the Lamb upon the throne; (the Lamb upon the 
throne)  
I gladly bow the knee, (I gladly bow the knee)  
and worship Him alone. 

I will proclaim  
the glory of the risen Lord,  
who once was slain  
to reconcile us to God.  

Forever you will be (forever you will be)  
the Lamb upon the throne; (the Lamb upon the 
throne)  
I gladly bow the knee, (I gladly bow the knee)  
and worship you alone. 

Noel and Tricia Richards. 
Copyright © 1987 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music. 

 
PRAYER 
Creative God, 
we give you thanks 
for the rich resource of the images 
we find in our Scriptures. 
We thank you for the skill 
of writers, of prophets, 
of poets, of song writers, 
past and present, 
who encourage and challenge us 
with metaphor and image. 
We thank you for the gift of imagination. 
Help us to use it to learn more of you. Amen 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God, lover and carer of us all, 
often we are like the vineyard 
that fails to produce good fruit. 
We acknowledge that, 
despite the love and care you show us, 
we have failed to extend 
that same love and care to others. 
We are truly sorry 
that at times our lives have been 
more akin to wild grapes than a vintage wine. 
Do not give up on us, 
do not lay us to waste, 
but prune away that which is dead; 
clear away the stones that prevent our growth; 
and rain upon us your living water, 
that we may produce fruit 
worthy of you. Amen 
 
READINGS: 
Isaiah 5: 1 – 7 & Matthew 21: 33 – 46 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bm5NbY5yEnQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bm5NbY5yEnQ
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LORD, I COME BEFORE YOUR THRONE OF GRACE; 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuljQ3ueaxk  

Lord, I come before your throne of grace; 
I find rest in your presence 
and fullness of joy. 
In worship and wonder 
I behold your face, 
singing what a faithful God have I. 

What a faithful God have I, 
what a faithful God. 
What a faithful God have I, 
faithful in every way. 

Lord of mercy, you have heard my cry; 
through the storm you’re the beacon, 
my song in the night. 
In the shelter of your wings, 
hear my heart’s reply, 
singing what a faithful God have I. 

What a faithful God… 

Lord, all sovereign, granting peace from heaven, 
let me comfort those who suffer 
with the comfort you have given. 
I will tell of your great love for as long as I live, 
singing what a faithful God have I. 

What a faithful God… 
Robert & Dawn Critchley. 

Copyright © 1989 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music. 

 

SERMON:  GOD’S LOVE KNOWS NO LIMITS 

Lloyd John Ogilvie, in his book The Autobiography of 
God, explores the parables as a way of exploring who 
God is and how God works in our lives. His chapter on 
this parable is entitled ‘God’s love knows no limits’ and 
he invites us to dig a whole lot deeper than just where 
a superficial reading of the story leaves us. 

On the face of it, and certainly when coupled with the 
reading from Isaiah today, the story is aimed directly 
at the religious leaders of Jesus’ day and by all 
accounts, Jesus made his point! ‘When the chief 
priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they 
knew he was talking about them. They looked for a 
way to arrest him…’ vs45-46 Doesn’t get more obvious 
than that! 

But, are those the only people Jesus is talking to? I 
guess not so I hope you will come and do the work with 
me to see what he might be saying to the rest of us 
here and now today. 

The story itself is, as with most of Jesus parables, quite 
common place. His hearers would be quite familiar 
with the situation. A landowner has a vineyard but 
does not have the crew to staff it and work it so he 
rents it out. He puts tenants in place and their 
responsibility is to tend the vineyard and ensure a 
harvest in which they and the landowner would share 
together. All good and well until that insidious little 
idea creeps in – we’re the ones doing all the work, why 
should we share the rewards with him! And there it is! 
Jesus is digging in corners we’d rather leave 
untouched! 

You see, the parable is essentially about ownership 
and control and the way the original idea quickly gets 
subverted by a different agenda. 

Let me put it another way: What do we have that we 
haven’t been given? 

Yes, you are forgiven for feeling that that is a trick 
question! The answer is obvious, isn’t it – nothing! Yet 
it grates to say it – doesn’t it?! On the one hand we 
know, deep down inside, it’s all gift, sheer grace, 
everything from God and God alone BUT…. 

So much of that idea is contradicted by idea that I am 
a self-made person. I’m the one who put their 
intelligence to work, I applied myself at school and 
obtained the list of degrees. I clambered to the top of 
the ladder and by the sweat of my brow and the 
shrewdness of my schemes achieved the success I 
know today. 

We might even say I lived up to my responsibilities and 
did what was necessary to provide adequately for 
myself and my family. I used the resources at my 
disposal wisely and well and so now I can reap the 
reward of my labours. 

It doesn’t matter which way you phrase that 
conversation it echoes another one of Jesus stories, 
doesn’t it? You remember – Luke 12 tells us the story 
of the rich fool. In it the man has a conversation with 
himself and makes all his plans only to be told by God: 
‘‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded 
from you. Then who will get what you have prepared 
for yourself?’’ 

What do we have that we haven’t been given? Jesus is 
speaking, are we listening? 

So what does the parable tell us then? 

The image of the tenants in the vineyard is one of 
glorious co-operation – or to use a good Methodist 
word – COLLABORATION! The owner of the vineyard 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuljQ3ueaxk
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had provided everything necessary for them to 
manage and maintain it with a view to sharing with 
them in the fruit of it all but the mistake they made 
was misconstruing the responsibility of partnership 
with the privilege of ownership. 

The parable reminds us of God’s intention in giving us 
life – you might want to ask what’s the vineyard for 
you. It’s a gift God wishes for us to enjoy as we live it 
in collaboration with God, as we share the proceeds of 
it with God and in that we have a picture of the 
amazing love of God that knows no limits. Here God is, 
entrusting to us this vineyard of God’s, seeking to 
share it completely with us. God has given us freedom 
to make choices and plan courses of action. God wants 
to see us grow and fulfil the promise that the image of 
the vineyard holds – produce a harvest, to know and 
show God’s amazing love in our lives and in the world 
today. 

But we do the other thing, don’t we? 

‘It’s my life!’ I remember Desre and Richard playing as 
children and Richard remonstrating with Desre – ‘Who 
made you the boss of me!’ Indeed, I’m in control – or 
so I like to think! 

See how quickly that leads to another place in the 
parable. All of a sudden the tenants are scheming to 
take control, beating up the owner’s emissaries and 
ultimately killing the owner’s son. But wait, Gavin, I 
haven’t beaten anyone up. I haven’t killed anyone in 
my quest for control! Maybe not, except for one. You 
see, this is the really painful point of the parable – we 
like to think it was the religious leaders who crucified 
Jesus but it wasn’t. It was us. Not that he died ‘for’ our 
sin – he died ‘because’ of our sin. There’s a world of 
difference in those two statements and we need 
desperately to shift from the one to the other! The 
parable exposes our culpability and leaves us utterly 
bereft at the knowledge of what we have done. 

Except – it’s not the end, is it? 

Ogilvie adds an addendum. The parable ends there but 
the story hasn’t quite reached its climax yet, has it? 

‘‘We must go back to the tower for that. Look! There’s 
another figure coming through the pass. As he gets 
close enough to distinguish his features, we recognize 
that he looks just like the Son. We go down to meet 
him. What can we do to him? When we stand face to 

 
1 The Autobiography of God – Lloyd John Ogilvie pg280 

face we realize who He is. Notice the nail prints in His 
hands, the spear wound in His side. He came back! 

The final point of the parable then is that God’s love 
knows no limits. The same God who judges us 
righteously, will not let us go. There is no failure, sin or 
arrogant demand to run the vineyard that He will not 
forgive if we ask Him. The indefatigable love of God 
keeps on persisting. The Resurrection tells us that. The 
power of Pentecost reassures us that nothing can 
defeat the love of God. The living Lord returns to the 
vineyard of our lives. Now the grace of Calvary is His 
warrant of possession. God’s love never gives up. As 
long as we live and can breathe a breath, there’s a new 
chance to invite Him into the vineyard and say, “Lord, 
this is your vineyard. It’s never belonged to me even 
though I’ve acted as if it did. Forgive me. Thank you for 
your persisting and all of the overtures of love I’ve 
rejected.” And His response is gracious, but firm. “You 
belong to me. Let us enjoy the vineyard together!”1 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
God, planter, carer and nourisher of the vineyard: 
we are the vines, 
lovingly cared for to produce fruit: 
the fruit of love, joy, peace, patience; 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness  
and self-control, 
fruit that is lacking in so many parts of your world. 

We pray for families the world over where love is in 
short supply. 

Silence. 

God of the vineyard,  
help us to cultivate that fruit. 

We pray for those people whose lives are devoid of 
joy. 

Silence. 

God of the vineyard,  
help us to cultivate that fruit. 

We pray for countries of the world where peace is a 
pipe dream. 

Silence. 

God of the vineyard,  
help us to cultivate that fruit. 

We pray for relationships where there is an absence of 
patience. 
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Silence. 

God of the vineyard,  
help us to cultivate that fruit. 

We pray for all those who make the world a better 
place through acts of kindness. 

Silence. 

God of the vineyard,  
help us to cultivate that fruit. 

We pray for the needs of those known to us, for ……… 
Silence. 

God of the vineyard,  
help us to cultivate that fruit. 

We give thanks for the generosity of all who give their 
lives for your kingdom. 

Silence. 

God of the vineyard,  
help us to cultivate that fruit. 

We pray that you will increase our faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. 

Silence. 

God of the vineyard,  
help us to cultivate that fruit. 

God of the vineyard,  
hear our prayer for we ask it in the name of Christ. 
Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

AND CAN IT BE 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tu2uA6U4Fxg  

AND CAN IT BE that I should gain 
An interest in the Saviour’s blood? 
Died He for me, who caused His pain, 
For me, who Him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! how can it be 
That Thou, my God, should die for me? 
Amazing love! how can it be 
That Thou, my God, should die for me? 

He left His Father’s throne above, 
So free, so infinite His grace; 
Emptied Himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam’s helpless race; 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
For, O my God, it found out me. 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
For, O my God, it found out me. 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth and followed Thee. 
My chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth and followed Thee. 

No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed with righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

Charles Wesley (1707-88) 

Blessing 
As we return to a world of wonder, 
may you go with the power of God the Creator, 
the imagination of God the storyteller, 
and the wisdom of God the Spirit. 
and 
may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God the Father,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
be with us all evermore Amen 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tu2uA6U4Fxg

