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LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 

WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR WORSHIP SUNDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER 2020 

Welcome & Call to Worship 

The Lord our God is great and to be highly praised. 

We come to worship. 

The Lord our God is great beyond our understanding. 

We come to worship. 

The Lord our God is loving and full of mercy. 

We come to worship. 

Amen. 

Lord God, 

we all belong to your kingdom 

and we bring our different lives and experiences 

to worship you today, the true and living God. 

Amen. 

Praise my soul the King of heaven 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mDe0ABw5IHs 

PRAISE MY SOUL THE KING OF HEAVEN;  

To His feet thy tribute bring.  

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,  

Who like thee His praise should sing?  

Praise Him! Praise Him!  

Praise Him! Praise Him!  

Praise the everlasting King! 

Praise Him for His grace and favour  

To our fathers in distress;  

Praise Him, still the same forever,  

Slow to chide, and swift to bless.  

Praise Him! Praise Him!  

Praise Him! Praise Him!  

Glorious in His faithfulness. 

Father-like, He tends and spares us;  

Well our feeble frame He knows;  

In His hands He gently bears us,  

Rescues us from all our foes.  

Praise Him! Praise Him!  

Praise Him! Praise Him!  

Widely as His mercy flows. 

Angels in the height, adore Him;  

Ye behold Him face to face;  

Sun and moon, bow down before Him,  

Dwellers all in time and space.  

Praise Him! Praise Him!  

Praise Him! Praise Him!  

Praise with us the God of grace! 

Henry Francis Lyte. 

We Pray 

Lord God of all that has been, 

all that is and all that will be, 

we have all been born and one day we all will die, 

but today is a day when all of us are here, 

here to worship and praise you. 

Accept, O God, 

all that we bring and all that we offer, 

in the name of Christ. 

Almighty God, 

we don’t always know how we got to where we are, 

and we certainly don’t always know where we are going; 

we don’t always choose the right path, 

and we certainly don’t always follow it; 

we don’t always deal well with the struggles of life, 

and we don’t always give thanks for the joys of life either; 

we don’t always think of the effects that our choices 

cause to others, near and far. 

We are too often selfish, 

wanting what we want no matter what the cost to others. 

Almighty God, forgive us, reassure us 

and cradle us within your forgiveness. 

We praise you, Lord, for all that you are, 

for the creation that is yours, 

for its beauty and wonder, its diversity and richness. 

We praise you for your presence and comfort 

that swaddle us in your purity and enrich us with your 

abundance. 

We praise you for your steadfastness 

that perseveres with us, faltering disciples and failing 

followers. 

We praise you that, day by day, you amaze and enrich us 

and reveal yourself in new and unexpected ways. 

We praise you that you are the same yesterday, 

today and for ever – and yet forever new. 

O Lord our God, you are indeed, 

from the depth of our being, 

highly to be praised. 

Amen. 

Scriptures: 

 Jonah 3:10-4:11 

 Matthew 20:1-16 

From the breaking of the dawn 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMuq5z1uaMo 

FROM THE BREAKING OF THE DAWN 

To the setting of the sun, 

I will stand on every promise of Your word. 

Words of power, strong to save, 

That will never pass away; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mDe0ABw5IHs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMuq5z1uaMo
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I will stand on every promise of Your word. 

For Your covenant is sure, 

And on this I am secure: 

I can stand on every promise of Your word. 

When I stumble and I sin, 

Condemnation pressing in, 

I will stand on every promise of Your word. 

You are faithful to forgive, 

That in freedom I might live, 

So I stand on every promise of Your word. 

Guilt to innocence restored; 

You remember sins no more, 

So I’ll stand on every promise of Your word. 

When I’m faced with anguished choice 

I will listen for Your voice, 

And I’ll stand on every promise of Your word. 

Through this dark and troubled land 

You will guide me with Your hand 

As I stand on every promise of Your word. 

And You’ve promised to complete 

Every work begun in me, 

So I’ll stand on every promise of Your word. 

Hope that lifts me from despair, 

Love that casts out every fear 

As I stand on every promise of Your word. 

Not forsaken, not alone, 

For the Comforter has come, 

And I stand on every promise of Your word. 

Grace sufficient, grace for me, 

Grace for all who will believe; 

We will stand on every promise of Your word. 

Keith Getty & Stuart Townend  

Copyright © 2005 Thankyou Music 

Sermon - Unmerited Favour 

Imagine the scene, if you will – possibly becoming a bit 

easier to imagine in the midst of a pandemic driven 

economic crisis – of people crowding into the local Job 

Centre looking for work. The queue is out the door and 

down the street. As they are standing there, waiting to 

speak to someone about work, a bloke pulls up in pickup 

truck. ‘Looking for work’, he says. Jump in! After a quick 

negotiation a bunch of them do and off he goes to the 

building site he is clearing and they quickly get to it. At 

about mid-morning he dashes back to the Job Centre and 

collects a few more and so again at lunch time and once 

more in the late afternoon. Come the end of the day he 

starts paying them their wage, starting with the last arrivals. 

‘What! Did you see that?’ one of the first arrivals says to his 

mate. ‘He’s given them a full days wage! What’s he going to 

give us?!’ Well, we know where that one ends, don’t we? 

Wait a minute!  What’s this all about?  What is Jesus 

teaching about God in this parable?  Is he suggesting that 

God rewards us for our labours and that on top of that God 

is patently unfair in the way God does so?  Jesus only 

appears to make matters worse with his concluding 

statement: “He who is first shall be last and he who is last 

shall be first” vs16. 

What has motivated the parable?  Peter’s request in 

chapter 19:27. “We have left everything to follow you! 

What then will there be for us?” Peter must have enjoyed 

the answer, until vs 30 – “But many who are first will be last, 

and many who are last will be first.”!  What’s that all about?  

It doesn’t sound fair does it?  Actually, who is first and who 

is last is irrelevant but if we’re honest enough with 

ourselves we don’t really see it that way do we?  Most of us 

are willing to work hard and endure great deprivation if we 

are sure of recognition and reward, especially more so than 

those who have been less diligent and that’s really the way 

it should be shouldn’t it?!?  Jesus warns us that though that 

might be the way the world works, it’s not the way of the 

Kingdom! 

It is God who calls us to His vineyard, not the other way 

around! 

The only basis of our hope is the fact that God has chosen 

us!  We have done nothing to earn or deserve that election, 

it is a FREE GIFT!  (Rom 8:28-30). 

‘And we know that in all things God works for the good of 

those who love him, who have been called according to his 

purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 

firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And those he 

predestined, he also called; those he called, he also 

justified; those he justified, he also glorified.’ (NIV) 

In other words, we can take NO credit for the fact that we 

are in the vineyard, it is sheer grace, early or late.  How 

exciting it is to see a young person come to Christ because, 

for them, there lies a whole lifetime of opportunity and 

service for God.  Reward enough I’m sure!  How often is it 

not the response of those who came late, ‘How I wish I 

hadn’t waited so long.  There’s not much time left to enjoy 

my new life.’  Yet, the ultimate reward is the same – eternal 

life! 

Unmerited love of God 

There are two things to note here: 

i. God loves us in spite of what we’ve been or done.  

Don Francisco, a Christian musician, has a song 

entitled I don’t care where you’ve been sleeping 

and the chorus in it goes: ‘I don't care where you've 

been sleeping, I don't care who's made your bed, I 

already gave My life to set you free; There's no sin 
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you could imagine that is stronger than my love, 

And it's all yours if you'll come home again to Me.’ 

One of the more insidious ideas that can creep into 

our psyche is the idea that God has given up on me, 

that I am beyond the pale. No! Love does indeed 

conquer everything, just contemplate the cross and 

the empty tomb if you are ever in doubt. 

ii. Others find it an affront that God does not love 

them more because of what they’ve been and 

done! One of the approaches to child rearing we 

often engage in is rewarding good behaviour. I 

wonder how easy it might be for a child to equate 

that reward with love and begin to build the 

assumption that love is a reward for good 

behaviour. Have you ever found yourself doubting 

God’s love for you because, after all I’ve done for 

God, surely this is the least God can do for me?! 

Someone once said: ‘There is no good deed that 

doesn’t go unpunished!’ Cynic they may have been 

but insightful I think they are. If we’re being good 

in order to obtain a reward, best we check our 

motivations and re-write the script! Just look at 

how Jesus struggled with all the people who 

thought they were being good enough for God, the 

religious folk of his day. If that’s what we are 

thinking, best we think again. They were the ones 

who crucified him! We can’t earn it, all we can do 

simply stretch out a hand and receive it! 

Jesus is clear; the wage is the same for ALL!  Life now and 

forever, abundant and glorious life through all eternity.  The 

important thing is not WHEN but THAT we come to the 

vineyard. 

Companionship our only compensation 

To labour WITH the Lord, short or long, is the blessing which 

is ours by grace.  There is an old prayer that goes: 

Teach us to labour and not to ask for any reward save that 

of knowing that we do thy will. 

Thomas Aquinas had a dream in which he saw the Lord who 

said to him: “Thomas, you have written much and well 

concerning me.  What reward shall I give you for your 

work?”  “Nothing” came the reply, “but yourself Lord.” 

Finally, we are free to love God for God, not because of 

what He will do for us or we have done for him. This is the 

place of freedom for us all. Not only do we discover 

something about God, but we also discover something 

about ourselves. It is somehow easier to let go of a lot of 

the stuff that we hold between us based on our judgements 

and expectations of one another. When we know ourselves 

to be loved by God for no other reason than that we are 

loved by God we can be set free to love one another in the 

same way. 

Two weeks ago I shared a definition of Agape – Love that 

loves the beloved into loveliness. Well, here it is, our reward 

which Peter struggled to comprehend as much as we do. 

Nothing else matters except this: despite everything – our 

worst failings and our best endeavours, we are loved and 

have everything we need. So, as we have been loved, let us 

love because in the presence of such love nothing else 

makes any sense at all. 

Amen 

Teach me to dance 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1LaArPzHyk 

TEACH ME TO DANCE to the beat of Your heart, 

Teach me to move in the power of Your Spirit, 

Teach me to walk in the light of Your presence, 

Teach me to dance to the beat of Your heart. 

Teach me to love with Your heart of compassion, 

Teach me to trust in the word of Your promise, 

Teach me to hope in the day of Your coming, 

Teach me to dance to the beat of Your heart. 

You wrote the rhythm of life, 

Created heaven and earth; 

In You is joy without measure. 

So, like a child in Your sight, 

I dance to see Your delight, 

For I was made for Your pleasure, 

Pleasure. 

Let all my movements express 

A heart that loves to say ‘yes’, 

A will that leaps to obey You. 

Let all my energy blaze 

To see the joy in Your face; 

Let my whole being praise You, 

Praise You. 

Graham Kendrick & Steve Thompson. 

Copyright © 1993 Make Way Music. 

We Pray for Others 

For our intercessions, we will hold three short periods of 

quiet, in which each of us is invited to bring our own prayers 

to God. 

Firstly, we pray for those close to home, calling to mind the 

name or the face of somebody in our own family, amongst 

our church congregation or a close friend. In the quiet, we 

hold them and their situation up to God. We remember 

especially Doreen Hadman, Maureen Smith, John Cannon, 

Barbara Hutton, Anna Warmachowski, Ian Currington, 

Geoff Lunn, Lindsay, Alan, Charlotte & Annabel Webber, 

Waseem Haq & family, Jean Harris, Kath Munnery, Dora 

Cudlipp, Jill and George Moore, Mike & Elaine Tunbridge, 

Jenny Jackson, Heather Derry, Rita Murray, Con Wells and 

Eric Smith. We also remember Alan Partridge along with 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1LaArPzHyk
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Alison, Andrea & Bev and the wider family on the passing of 

Margaret last Sunday. 

[Silence] 

Living God, you know our hearts and our hurts. We commit 

them to you now, and invite you to come close to those we 

have prayed for, bringing them your healing, your comfort, 

your hope. 

Secondly, we pray for situations further afield – taking a 

moment to pray for something we have heard in the news 

that troubles us, or for someone we have never met but 

whose story has affected us. In the quiet, we hold these 

people and situations up to God. 

[Silence] 

Living God, you know the pains of your world. It can feel like 

a dark world when we switch on the news, or read our 

newspapers.  In the darkness, bring your light. In the 

conflict, bring your peace. In the brokenness, bring your 

healing. 

Finally, we spend a moment praying for the church: perhaps 

this church congregation, the wider Christian church, or all 

people of faith. In the quiet, we pray for all who are 

gathering in worship today. As we pray for the People of 

God at London Rd we remember Fred, Carolyn, Al & Andy 

King;  Christine Lawley;  Owen, Emily & Zachary Lewis. 

[Silence] 

Living God, help us – your people – to be your hands and 

feet in the world. May we find ways to be an answer to 

prayer, to bring transformation in our own lives, 

communities and our world. 

We pray these, and all our prayers, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

Reveal who you are. 

Set the world right; 

Do what’s best— 

    as above, so below. 

Keep us alive with three square meals. 

Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others. 

Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil. 

You’re in charge! 

You can do anything you want! 

You’re ablaze in beauty! 

    Yes. Yes. Yes. 

Build you kingdom here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zcjIdUm2JQ 

COME SET YOUR RULE AND REIGN 

In our hearts again 

Increase in us we pray 

Unveil why we're made 

Come set our hearts ablaze with hope 

Like wildfire in our very souls 

Holy Spirit come invade us now 

We are Your Church 

And we need Your power - In us 

We seek Your kingdom first 

We hunger and we thirst 

Refuse to waste our lives 

For You're our joy and prize 

To see the captive hearts released 

The hurt, the sick, the poor at peace 

We lay down our lives for Heaven's cause 

We are Your church 

We pray revive - This earth 

Build Your kingdom here 

Let the darkness fear 

Show Your mighty hand 

Heal our streets and land 

Set Your church on fire 

Win this nation back 

Change the atmosphere 

Build Your kingdom here 

We pray 

Unleash Your kingdom's power 

Reaching the near and far 

No force of hell can stop 

Your beauty changing hearts 

You made us for much more than this 

Awake the kingdom seed in us 

Fill us with the strength and love of Christ 

We are your church 

We are the hope - On earth 

Build Your kingdom here… 

Rend Collective 
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Blessing 

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, 

And to present you faultless 

Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, 

To God our Saviour, 

Who alone is wise, 

Be glory and majesty, 

Dominion and power, 

Both now and forever. 

Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zcjIdUm2JQ

