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LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 

WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

Call to worship 

Come to the God who knows us, 

to the God who created our being, 

to the God who knows our frailty, 

to the God who loves and cherishes us beyond 

measure. 

Come as you are and worship God. 

Let us pray: 

Our desire, our need, our yearning 

draws us together to worship God. 

Unexplainable, unimaginable, 

unbelievable, incomprehensible love, 

pulls at our heart strings, 

tugs at our emotions, 

turns our eyes beyond the seeing. 

All-encompassing God, just as we are, we come. 

Amen. 

Jesus calls us here to meet him 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ModYoPReYYw  

JESUS CALLS US HERE TO MEET HIM 

as through word and song and prayer  

we affirm God’s promised presence 

where his people live and care. 

Praise the God who keeps his promise; 

praise the Son who calls us friends; 

praise the Spirit who, among us, 

to our hopes and fears attends. 

Jesus calls us to confess him 

Word of Life and Lord of All, 

sharer of our flesh and frailness 

saving all who fail or fall. 

Tell his holy human story;  

tell his tales that all may hear; 

tell the world that Christ in glory 

came to earth to meet us here. 

Jesus calls us to each other: 

found in him are no divides. 

Race and class and sex and language- 

such are barriers he derides. 

Join the hand of friend and stranger; 

join the hands of age and youth; 

join the faithful and the doubter  

in their common search for truth. 
John L Bell (b. 1949) & Graham Maule (b. 1958) 

Let us pray: 

Teach us, O God, how to treat you, 

how to know you, how to love you, 

how to learn of you, 

how to do as you would have us do. 

Teach us, above all, 

how to show those same things to those around us, 

and those whose lives meet ours, 

those who rub alongside us each day, 

and those who flit briefly by. 

Forgiving God, 

more willing to forgive than often we are to confess, 

help us to see our failings, 

to see where we fall short, 

to see where we deceive ourselves, 

where we close our eyes and ears 

to the ripples of our wrongdoing. 

May we breathe in the reality of our actions, 

the need to change, the depth of our unworthiness. 

We come before you, seeking forgiveness. (keep 

silence) 

Now let us breathe in the power of your forgiveness, 

and breathe out the need to live and love 

in the shadow of your forgiveness of us, 

that we may forgive as you have forgiven us. 

So, God of love and grace beyond our telling, 

we bring our thankful hearts to you, 

acknowledging that without you we are nothing 

and with you we can be so much more… 

thankful that you care for us, and love us beyond 

measure; 

that you have endless patience with us; 

that you teach us time and time again 

what it is to be committed to you and your way… 

thankful that you reveal yourself to us in myriad 

ways, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ModYoPReYYw
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to inspire us and evoke within us a heartfelt 

response… 

thankful that while all this is for everyone who will 

come to you and accept you, 

it is for me – for me! – and may I know it deep within. 

With overflowing hearts, hear our prayer. 

Amen. 

Scriptures: 

Genesis 50:15-21 & Matthew 18:21-35 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4KnlQwzl3Y 

DEAR LORD AND FATHER OF MANKIND, 

Forgive our foolish ways; 

Reclothe us in our rightful mind; 

In purer lives Thy service find, 

In deeper reverence, praise. (x2) 

In simple trust like theirs who heard, 

Beside the Syrian sea, 

The gracious calling of the Lord, 

Let us, like them, without a word 

Rise up and follow Thee. (x2) 

O sabbath rest by Galilee! 

O calm of hills above, 

Where Jesus knelt to share with Thee 

The silence of eternity, 

Interpreted by love. (x2) 

With that deep hush subduing all 

Our words and works that drown 

The tender whisper of Thy call, 

As noiseless let Thy blessing fall 

As fell Thy manna down. (x2) 

Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 

Till all our strivings cease; 

Take from our souls the strain and stress, 

And let our ordered lives confess 

The beauty of Thy peace. (x2) 

Breathe through the heats of our desire 

Thy coolness and Thy balm; 

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

Speak through the earthquake, wind and fire, 

O still small voice of calm! (x2) 
John G. Whittier. 

Sermon ‘Forgive as you have been forgiven’ 

Today our lectionary readings lead us to think about 

forgiveness, one of the most straightforward acts to 

understand but one of the hardest to put into 

practice in our own lives! 

In the previous passage (Matthew 18: 15 -20) Jesus 

had been teaching about reconciliation and how we 

should settle our differences. Now he turns to 

forgiveness and how we should behave towards one 

another. These are attitudes and actions that are 

essential to the life and witness of the Christian 

community. If we cannot settle our own differences, 

if we cannot be forgiving, if we do not behave with 

love and respect towards one another, if our 

behaviour is not Christlike, then, what example does 

that set for the wider community of which we are 

part? 

What does forgiveness require? Well, earlier in the 

gospel Jesus reminds us that “if you forgive men 

when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will 

also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their 

sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.” (Matthew 

6: 14 - 15) Also, when we pray the Lord’s prayer we 

pray “forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us”. A forgiving heart is an 

important aspect to living the Christian life. Receiving 

forgiveness and giving forgiveness go hand in hand. It 

is when we understand God’s forgiveness for us that 

we realise how important it is for us to be forgiving of 

others. If we are not willing to forgive others how can 

we experience the fullness of God’s forgiveness in our 

own life? As we forgive so we will be forgiven. 

How do we do it? How do we forgive others as God 

wants us to forgive? 

Don’t keep count. (Matthew 18: 21 – 22) 

Peter asks Jesus, how many times must I forgive my 

brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times? 

Peter is being very generous here, radical even. The 

rabbis taught that if a man commits an offence once, 

he should be forgiven. If he commits an offence twice 

he should be forgiven, a third time he should be 

forgiven – but if he commits an offence a fourth time, 

he should not be forgiven. So Peter probably thought 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4KnlQwzl3Y
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he was being very clever in suggesting to Jesus that 

he could forgive twice as many times and one more 

than that. But Jesus is much more radical and says 

not seven times but seventy seven times. He does not 

literally mean seventy seven times, he means 

indefinitely, there is no limit to forgiveness. God’s 

forgiveness is limitless, he doesn’t keep count, 

neither should we, forgive as you have been forgiven, 

without limit. 

Don’t count the cost (Matthew 18: 24) 

Jesus goes on to tell the parable of the Unforgiving 

Debtor. A man was brought before the King to settle 

his debts. He owed an extraordinarily huge sum of 

money, it would have been impossible for him to pay 

it off; it was the equivalent of sixty million days of 

labour! He could not even hope to pay back the 

tiniest fraction of this amount. He pleads and out of 

pity for him he is forgiven the debt and released. God 

is compassionate, he doesn’t count the cost, neither 

should we, forgive as you have been forgiven, show 

compassion 

Cancel the debt (Matthew 18: 28 – 34) 

The man could never pay his back the debt, he could 

not undo what was done, yet he is forgiven 

completely and unconditionally and released. When 

he is free he seeks out someone who owes him a 

modest sum, a hundred days’ pay, and when he is 

asked for time for him to pay he refuses and has him 

thrown into the debtors’ prison. He could accept 

forgiveness but was unable to show it to others. The 

King calls the man back and this time shows him no 

mercy. He is treated as he has treated his own 

debtor. Jesus was making the point that nothing 

other people can do to us can in any way compare 

with what we have done to God and if God can 

forgive us the debt we owe him, then we can surely 

forgive others the relatively small debt they owe us. 

God has unconditionally forgiven us. We could never 

repay him but he has freely forgiven us. God has 

cancelled our debt. We too should be prepared to 

forgive, unconditionally and completely. 

Be gracious (Genesis 50: 21) 

In the old testament passage we hear that Jacob is 

dead. His brothers fear that Joseph will seek revenge. 

Could he really forgive them for selling him into 

slavery? To their surprise not only does he graciously 

forgive them but offers to care for them. “Don't be 

afraid. I will provide for you and your children. And he 

reassured them and spoke kindly to them.” Jacob 

didn’t seek revenge, he forgave and set out to care 

for them. God too not only forgives us but graciously 

accepts us, just as we are, even though we don’t 

deserve it and he will love and care for us. God is 

gracious in his forgiveness and we too should forgive 

with gracious and loving hearts. 

Finally. continue to forgive (Ephesians 4:32) 

We are to forgive as we have been forgiven – 

graciously, unconditionally and completely and it is 

because we have been forgiven that we are able to 

forgive. In Christ we are given everything, forgiven 

everything. We are to offer the same privileges to 

others as we have received. We are to be generous, 

with the generosity of God, gracious with the 

graciousness of God. 

We are to continue to seek forgiveness and to be 

forgiving. We should remember that God doesn’t 

forgive us because we deserve it, but because he 

loves us. Unless we forgive we cannot be forgiven and 

cannot experience God’s love.  

This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you 

unless you forgive your brother from your heart. 

(Matthew 18: 35) 

When we start forgiving, we experience a real inner 

freedom, we are set free.  

When we start forgiving, we can begin to love, we 

become gracious and generous. 

When we start forgiving, we can receive that peace 

which Christ offers and become Christlike.  

Do you need to forgive someone? Do you need to set 

them free? 

Do you need to be forgiven by someone? Do you 

need to be released? 

Do you need God to forgive you for something? Do 

you need God’s peace? 

Amen 

God forgave my sin (Freely, freely) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mo3MGpcBC5M 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mo3MGpcBC5M
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GOD FORGAVE MY SIN in Jesus’ name, 

I’ve been born again in Jesus’ name; 

And in Jesus’ name I come to you 

To share His love as He told me to. 

He said: ‘Freely, freely, you have received, 

Freely, freely give; 

Go in My name, and because you believe 

Others will know that I live.’ 

All power is given in Jesus’ name, 

In earth and heaven in Jesus’ name; 

And in Jesus’ name I come to you 

To share His power as He told me to. 
Carol Owens. 

Copyright © 1972 Bud John Songs/EMI Christian Music Publishing/Adm. 

by CopyCare. 

Prayers of intercession 

Jesus’ parables inspire us to pray for those who 

forgive us, 

for big things and small… 

for those who do not forgive, no matter what… 

for those who do not know how to forgive… 

for those who do not want to forgive… 

for those who have not been forgiven. 

God of forgiveness, for them all, we pray. 

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us build a house where love can dwell 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3Pb77ylz_Q 

LET US BUILD A HOUSE where love can dwell 

 and all can safely live, 

 a place where saints and children tell 

 how hearts learn to forgive; 

 built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

 rock of faith and vault of grace; 

 here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

 All are welcome, 

 all are welcome, 

 all are welcome in this place. 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, 

 and words are strong and true, 

 where all God's children dare to seek 

 to dream God's reign anew. 

 Here the cross shall stand as witness 

 and as symbol of God's grace; 

 here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

Let us build a house where love is found 

 in water, wine and wheat: 

 a banquet hall on holy ground, 

 where peace and justice meet. 

 Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

 is revealed in time and space, 

 as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 

Let us build a house where hands will reach 

 beyond the wood and stone 

 to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

 and live the Word they've known. 

 Here the outcast and the stranger 

 bear the image of God's face; 

 let us bring an end to fear and danger: 

Let us build a house where all are named, 

 their songs and visions heard 

 and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

 as words within the Word. 

 Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

 prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

 let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
Marty Haugen (b.1950) 

A sending out prayer 

Into a world of noise and confusion; 

into a world that bewilders and even bemuses us at 

times; 

into a world of delight and regret; 

into a world of hope and fear; 

into a world that is ever changing, 

we go with the message of an unchanging God 

who gave his all that we might live life to the best of 

our ability. 

God of all, go with us and within us, 

this and every day. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

And the love of God the Father 

And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

Be with us all, evermore. Amen 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3Pb77ylz_Q

