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LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 

WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

Call to worship 

Do you have a desire, a deep desire 

to worship and to know the Lord God, 

and to understand the values of the kingdom? 

Come, then, and worship – for Jesus says, 

where two or three are gathered in my name, 

I am there among them. 

 

Let us pray: 

Together we come to worship, 

individuals gathered as one 

in the name of the Lord. 

Amen. 

 

LORD, THE LIGHT OF YOUR LOVE is shining 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rce9UHYZwl4 

LORD, THE LIGHT OF YOUR LOVE is shining, 

In the midst of the darkness, shining; 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, 

Set us free by the truth You now bring us, 

Shine on me, shine on me. 

 

Shine, Jesus, shine, 

Fill this land with the Father’s glory; 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, 

Set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow, 

Flood the nations with grace and mercy; 

Send forth Your word, 

Lord, and let there be light. 

 

Lord, I come to Your awesome presence, 

From the shadows into Your radiance; 

By the blood I may enter Your brightness, 

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness. 

Shine on me, shine on me. 

 

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness 

So our faces display Your likeness. 

Ever changing from glory to glory, 

Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story. 

Shine on me, shine on me. 
Graham Kendrick. 

Copyright © 1987 Make Way Music. 

 

Let us pray 

O Lord our God, 

we sometimes tremble as we think of who we are 

and who you are. 

Bring us now, in this moment, to know you. 

See us as we are, and see our yearning to be more 

like you. 

May we lay aside anything that hinders our journey 

with you, 

and with our friends and neighbours. 

 

In the higgledy-piggledy ways of life, Lord, 

with challenges and changes pulling us this way and 

that, 

we sometimes find it hard, in the heat of the 

moment, 

to know what is right and what is wrong. 

Forgive us for our failings and wrongdoings. 

Forgive our insensitivities to the ways of others. 

Forgive anything that cuts us off from each other or 

from you. 

 

God of the vastness of all that is, 

of all peoples and communities, 

here we are, part of this place; 

gathering to worship and adore you, 

marvelling at your love and care and your persistence 

with us. 

You are beyond our imagining. 

Again and again, we are engulfed in your vastness 

and love. 

How can we do anything but praise you, again and 

again? 

Amen. 

 

Scriptures: 

Romans 13:8-14 

Matthew 18:15-20 

 

Prayer for Illumination: Psalm 119:33-40 

Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees, 

    that I may follow it to the end. 

Give me understanding, so that I may keep your law 

    and obey it with all my heart. 

Direct me in the path of your commands, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rce9UHYZwl4
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    for there I find delight. 

Turn my heart toward your statutes 

    and not toward selfish gain. 

Turn my eyes away from worthless things; 

    preserve my life according to your word.[c] 

Fulfill your promise to your servant, 

    so that you may be feared. 

Take away the disgrace I dread, 

    for your laws are good. 

How I long for your precepts! 

    In your righteousness preserve my life. 

Amen 

 

Sermon 

Eighteen years ago, as if the cultural context of our 

arrival in the UK wasn’t confusing enough, we were 

being initially hosted by the Senior Circuit Steward 

who was a Geordie and whose wife was an American! 

She very hospitably offered me a cup of tea to which I 

responded: ‘Just now.’ Meaning, of course, in a little 

while. Imagine, therefore, my surprise and the 

confusion when she returned immediately with my 

cup of tea! 

Getting it right isn’t always easy then, is it?! 

We are confronted this morning with two passages of 

Scripture that I believe are most helpfully connected 

by the lectionary. It is usually good practice to read 

scripture in the light of scripture. 

Matthew’s Gospel presents us with an interesting 

situation. Remember, Matthew was probably only 

written in the 70’s or perhaps even later so some of 

the language and ideas presented might refer to the 

later reality rather of the Church than the more 

imminent notions of Jesus’ words to an eclectic 

gathering of people listening to him on a hillside. In 

particular, how to handle relationships that might be 

becoming fractured within a particular fellowship of 

the faithful would probably not have been uppermost 

in Jesus mind but certainly the idea of being in good 

relationship with one another would. 

The word used to describe the broken relationship is 

that big little word in English – SIN! Oh, it’s a word 

that conjures up so much, doesn’t it! Sin, wickedness, 

bent, evil, devious, heinous and so we could go on. 

Actually, the Greek word used is much less 

spectacular. Hamartia. It simply means missing the 

mark and it is taken from the world of archery. The 

bowman takes their aim and lets fly the arrow only 

for it to strike some other part of the target than they 

were aiming at! 

Think about that for a minute. 

How much of the struggle between us is not actually 

so much to do with some evil deed I have committed 

against you as it is about unmet expectations, or 

misunderstanding, or placing a different value on 

things? Please don’t misunderstand me. We are quite 

capable of and do in fact hurt one another in quite 

unthinkable ways but is it not also true that for the 

most part, the things that we bear as grudges and 

hurts against each other are more likely the former 

than the latter. How we perceive them, therefore, 

can be a huge part of what makes dealing with them 

so difficult. 

That’s where Paul comes in. Let no debt remain 

outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 

another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the 

law. Rom 13:8 

Of course, we know full well that Paul is not 

expressing an original thought here at all. Jesus said it 

before him as indeed has virtually every contributor 

to the Old Testament and so many others before and 

since. 

Language, though, is again key and certainly 

interesting. 

Isn’t debt marvellous! Once again, our arrival in the 

UK in 2002 introduced us to a phenomenon we had 

not previously encountered. Candy credit I call it! 

Cheap as sweets. We were quite staggered at the way 

in which pre-approved credit cards literally fell 

through the letterbox inviting us to transfer balances 

at 0% and amass a small fortune in debt, if we chose 

to. In fact, I knew someone who did. They collected 

14 such credit cards and piled up a debt of £70K. They 

weren’t alone in that so no wonder everything came 

crashing down around our ears in 2008. 

Yet, here Paul is, telling us that ‘…Let no debt remain 

outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 

another…’ Rom 13:8. 

Interesting that he should use that word. Debt. 
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A debt is something that we owe, that we are obliged 

to pay. Some debts are necessary like the mortgage 

on your house and you carefully and circumspectly 

enter into accepting your responsibility to service it. 

You do that gladly because it will provide you with an 

asset of great value to you in time to come – when 

your debt is paid in full. 

Only, this debt is never paid according to Paul. He 

calls it a ‘continuing debt’, suggesting it is always 

owed. That is an interesting as well as possibly a 

liberating insight. 

In terms of human relationships, Paul lists the big 

stuff – adultery, murder, theft and coveting. He’s not 

dealing in misunderstanding or unlived up to 

expectations here! No, he’s gone for the jugular. He 

challenges us to do no harm and, although we might 

quibble that Matthew is dealing with relationships 

within the fellowship of believers, Paul is, I believe, 

reminding us that no-one is excluded from the debt 

that is owed by all of us – namely love, or Agape! 

Again, language and words and a very specific word 

for love: Agape. 

A definition I have heard for Agape is: Love that loves 

the beloved into loveliness. 

In all these things I think there is a fundamental flaw 

in our approach. We start from the premise of 

looking for something worth loving in the other and 

when we fail to find it we justify our lack of love. At 

the same time we miss the point of God’s love. God 

sees, better than we ever can, the thing of worth in 

each and every one of us – God’s image in us. 

Remember, Gen 1 comes before Gen 3. That likeness 

in us is an inalienable thing, a permanent stamp no 

matter how we might try to cover it up or ignore it. 

God sees that and loves that in us and when we 

respond to that love, the loveliness shines through! 

So too with every one of us. As we seek to deal with 

one another, whether it be in the church or beyond it. 

We are invited to do exactly that. Don’t become 

clouded over with the misunderstandings and 

unrealised expectations. Don’t become obsessed with 

the list of transgressions. As God has done for you so 

you too focus on the image of the Creator in the 

created. Then, as you fulfil your debt of love, you will 

be part of the healing and transformation that brings 

hope, not just to the church, but the whole world in 

Christ. 

Amen 

 

LONGING FOR LIGHT, WE WAIT IN DARKNESS. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIDPd8d3oQE 

LONGING FOR LIGHT, WE WAIT IN DARKNESS. 

Longing for truth, we turn to You. 

Make us Your own, Your holy people, 

Light for the world to see. 

 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in Your church gathered today. 

 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us. 

Make us Your living voice. 

 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us Your bread, broken for others, 

Shared until all are fed. 

 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us Your building, sheltering others, 

Walls made of living stone. 

 

Many the gifts, many the people, 

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

Making Your kingdom come. 
Bernadette Farrell 

Copyright © 1993 OCP 

 

Prayers of intercession 

Eternal, ever-living God, 

we pray for those who this day need our prayers: 

for the People of God in this place remembering 

especially Phil Hurst and Barbara Hutton. – may they 

be guided by your love and held in your grace. 

those we see around us: thinking especially of our 

young people back at school and returning to tertiary 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIDPd8d3oQE
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education and those who will be managing and 

teaching them – may they be guided by your love and 

held in your grace. 

family and friends near and far: as we think of those 

we love who are distant from us we remember also 

those near that we might not be able to visit in care 

home or hospital. Help us to strengthen the bonds 

that unite in whatever way we can - may they be 

guided by your love and held in your grace. 

strangers and communities we will never meet or 

know, 

but whose peril we hear of and see on our screens: 

we pray especially for those compelled to make 

dangerous journeys seeking sanctuary and freedom 

from strife and those who are to receive them - may 

they be guided by your love and held in your grace. 

those whose life is ebbing away consumed by old age, 

frailty, illness or neglect: we remember especially 

Kath Munnery, Dora Cudlipp, Jill and George Moore, 

Mike & Elaine Tunbridge, Heather Derry, Rita Murray, 

Con Wells, Eric Smith, Doreen Hadman, Maureen 

Smith, Alan & Margaret Partridge and family, Barbara 

Hutton, Anna Warmachowski, Ian Currington, Geoff 

Lunn, Lindsay, Alan, Charlotte & Annabel Webber and 

Jean Harris. - may they be guided by your love and 

held in your grace. 

those who grieve deeply for lives and loves lost 

remembering especially Waseem & Rubina Haq and 

their family on the passing of Waseem’s father Zahur 

and Evelyn Hussey’s family on her passing – may they 

be guided by your love and held in your grace. 

those who cause grief and chaos in society 

and who live seemingly with different values from 

ours, 

for them and their victims and their families: we 

remember especially those who feel aggrieved at the 

injustice they endure that as they voice their hurt and 

pain they may be enabled to speak with a clear voice 

and that those who would subvert that voice by 

violence would be thwarted - may they be guided by 

your love and held in your grace. 

those who are forgotten, unnoticed, unloved, 

unmissed: those who sleep in underpasses and shop 

corners, who inhabit vacant buildings, who have 

found themselves on the fringes of our society - may 

they be guided by your love and held in your grace. 

Lord God, in your abundance of mercy, 

hear these and all our prayers. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

HEAR THE CALL OF THE KINGDOM, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WL-UdwB0Qvc  

HEAR THE CALL OF THE KINGDOM, 

Lift your eyes to the King. 

Let His song rise within you 

As a fragrant offering 

Of how God, rich in mercy, 

Came in Christ to redeem 

All who trust in His unfailing grace. 

 

Hear the call of the kingdom 

To be children of light, 

With the mercy of heaven, 

The humility of Christ. 

Walking justly before Him, 

Loving all that is right, 

That the life of Christ may shine through us. 

King of heaven, we will answer the call; 

We will follow, bringing hope to the world, 

Filled with passion, filled with power to proclaim 

Salvation in Jesus’ name. 

Hear the call of the kingdom 

To reach out to the lost 

With the Father’s compassion, 

In the wonder of the cross, 

Bringing peace and forgiveness 

And a hope yet to come; 

Let the nations put their trust in Him. 
Keith & Kristyn Getty & Stuart Townend 

Copyright © 2006 Thankyou Music 

 

A sending out prayer 

Being Christian, O God, is not just about ‘me and you’, 

not just about our conversations and our love. 

Help us to see those we meet beyond these doors 

in the way that you see them. 

Help us to offer support from what we know of you. 

Send us out from here to be a shining light for you, 

a guiding light for those in confusion, aloneness and 

darkness. 

Amen 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WL-UdwB0Qvc

