
Reprinted under CCLI No 944608.   
Materials from Roots are used with permission © ROOTS for Churches Ltd 2002-2020. www.rootsontheweb.com 

1 

LONDON ROAD AND PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES  
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 30 AUGUST 2020 

Call to Worship 
We come before God to worship  
with our hearts and our lives. 
We trust the Lord our God  
and seek to love as we are loved. 
We walk in God's light  
and rejoice in the hope we are given. 
We walk God's path in faithfulness  
and live in harmony with one another. 
We keep away from wrong paths,  
hating what is evil.  
We sing of God's goodness  
and give thanks for God's love. 
We want to be worthy of God's name  
and to serve the Lord in our lives. 
Hymn: StF 20: Be still  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZugvUQ4m90U 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
the Holy One, is here; 
come bow before him now 
with reverence and fear: 
in him no sin is found – 
we stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
the Holy One, is here. 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
is shining all around; 
he burns with holy fire, 
with splendour he is crowned: 
how awesome is the sight – 
our radiant King of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
is shining all around. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord 
is moving in this place; 
he comes to cleanse and heal, 
to minister his grace: 
no work too hard for him – 
in faith receive from him. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord 
is moving in this place. 

David J Evans (b 1957) 
Copyright © 1986 Thankyou Music  

Prayers 
Lord, we come before you today from the 
security and comfort of our homes; we 

come with open hearts and hands, ready 
to receive what you want to give us. We 
do not know what this day, this week or 
this month will hold, or what you plan for 
our future. There may be times of great joy 
or deep sorrow ahead of us. Lord, we pray 
that our relationship with you will provide 
us with all the support we need, all the 
love we can bear, all the hope for eternal 
life that you can offer us. 
Heavenly God, we confess that we want 
to follow you, but easily get deterred by 
the twists and turns of life. There are times 
when we are willing to carry the cross, but 
there are also many times when we want 
to lay it down and let someone else pick it 
up. We are willing to speak your word, but 
sometimes do it quietly so that it will not 
disturb anyone. Forgive us for our lack of 
trust in ourselves, in each other, and in 
you. Help us to learn how to reach out 
when we are struggling and to open our 
hearts and minds enough to let you 
empower us. For, however much we 
stumble; we want to walk with you. 
Thank you, God that we don't have to 
prove ourselves to others, we don’t have 
to show that we are tougher, stronger, 
cleverer than anyone else. Help us, Lord, 
to try our hardest to serve you by thinking 
of others before ourselves; by stopping to 
think about the other person's feeling 
before our own. Lord, we offer you all our 
days, starting with today grateful that we 
are important to you. 
So bless us as we share together in this 
worship and bless our homes and those 
we love. Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father… 
Reading: Psalm 26: 1-8 
Song: StF 161: Speak O Lord 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubRlJj8xkds 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to you 
to receive the food of your holy word. 
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Take your truth, plant it deep in us; 
shape and fashion us in your likeness, 
that the light of Christ might be seen today 
in our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
all your purposes, for your glory. 
Teach us, Lord, full obedience, 
holy reverence, true humility. 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
in the radiance of your purity. 
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to 
see 
your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
let their truth prevail over unbelief. 
Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
help us grasp the heights of your plans for 
us. 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 
that will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we’ll stand on your 
promises, 
and by faith, we’ll walk as you walk with 
us. 
Speak, O Lord, till your Church is built 
and the earth is filled with your glory. 

Keith Getty (b 1974) and Stuart Townend (b 1963) 
Copyright © 2005 Thankyou Music 

Reading: Romans 12: 9-18 and 21 
Reading: Matthew 16: 21-28 
Hymn: StF 518: Father, hear the prayer 
we offer 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFoactKMJHQ 

Father, hear the prayer we offer: 
not for ease that prayer shall be, 
but for strength that we may ever 
live our lives courageously. 
Not for ever in green pastures 
do we ask our way to be; 
but the steep and rugged pathway 
may we tread rejoicingly. 
Not for ever by still waters 
would we idly rest and stay; 
but would strike the living fountains 
from the rocks along our way. 
Be our strength in hours of weakness, 
in our wanderings be our guide; 
through endeavour, failure, danger, 

Father, be there at our side. 
Love Maria Willis (1824-1908)  

Sermon  
“Father hear the prayer we offer” is very 
suitable to be prayed at the start of a 
journey into the unknown. It calls on the 
Father to be at our side whatever befalls 
us in the future, through all the ups and 
downs of life. 
I regard myself as extraordinarily fortunate 
to have enjoyed many more ‘ups’ than 
‘downs’ in life. I’ve enjoyed easy times but 
now I’ve lost my oldest friend to the virus, 
one of the 42,000 deaths - not just a 
statistic, someone I knew very well for 
over 70 years. 
I sometimes wonder if experiencing an 
easy life makes one self-satisfied, self-
centred, complacent, taking the Lord’s 
love for granted, without much 
acknowledgment of his over-arching 
presence. In comfort, have I forgotten the 
cross? 
Psalm 26 sounds like someone who 
definitely is self-centred, arrogant even, 
parading his virtues as evidence of his 
holiness, demanding to be tested and 
assuming he would be found blameless of 
all sin. If David actually wrote Psalm 26, 
I’d be quite shocked. Can anyone be this 
perfect? And if you were, would you write 
a poem like this? We know David had his 
flaws but just suppose it was written with 
honest intent. What clues might it give to 
us about our being? I think the phrase 
about ‘walking continually in your truth’ is 
important - there is a notion here that we 
can’t actually get away from God’s love, 
whether we know it or not. We are 
enveloped by this pervasive atmosphere - 
let’s call it the ‘breath of God’ - which later 
generations have called the Holy Spirit. 
The psalmist’s next verses do at least 
indicate his resolve to avoid sin and 
adhere to a moral imperative. That’s 
encouraging us to try to be better too. 
Once we acknowledge the nature of the 
Holy Spirit, then and now, we are drawn to 
the comments in Matthew’s Gospel about 
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each one of us denying our self, and 
taking up our own cross, leading to a 
point where we lose our life for Christ and 
find a new life. This passage comes at a 
point in Matthew’s Gospel, where Jesus is 
predicting his death. The messiah has to 
die. Peter is aghast and rebukes him, but 
Jesus pushes him aside, calling him 
‘Satan’ and an obstacle - a reference to 
the earlier temptation episode. We can 
imagine Peter’s hurt and bewilderment at 
this rebuff and all of the disciples must 
have feared the allusion to a cross. 
They would not have seen this as a 
figurative illustration as we tend to do. The 
cross meant torture and execution. 
‘Losing your life’ for Jesus meant exactly 
that - death - and an unpleasant death. 
But Paul introduces a different 
interpretation - and one we might prefer. 
In Romans 12, Paul exhorts us to offer 
ourselves to God as ‘living sacrifices’ not 
as dead martyrs. Taking up our own cross 
is all about how we behave as Disciples of 
Christ. Our new life is how we are 
changed by our decision to follow Christ. 
No-one knew better than Paul himself how 
a change in character was possible. In the 
passage we heard he spells out what this 
means in everyday life. Like he does in 
Corinthians 1, ch 13, he explores the 
notion of Christian love.  Love must be 
sincere in every way and this provides 
both the motivation and motive power to 
live at peace and peaceably with the 
world. It is what eventually leads to the 
good overcoming the bad. And that can 
help us today. 
We are living in extraordinary times. The 
word ‘unprecedented’ is used by 
politicians and pundits alike to describe 
almost every nuance of this corona-virus 
pandemic. We know it is the stuff of a 
science-fiction horror story, a world-wide 
deadly disease that knows no boundaries. 
No-one is safe. And it’s not going away 
soon. Some day - perhaps this year, 
perhaps next year, there will be a 
successful vaccination but right now, we 
are facing little spikes of infection all over 

the country as new outbreaks are 
discovered. It hasn’t reached our part of 
Sussex yet but if we raise our heads a 
little, we realise this disease has spread all 
over the world and is far worse in many 
countries than here. 
So, our ‘new-normal life’ - yet another 
overworked phrase - is one of careful 
watchfulness, sensible precautions, social 
distancing, and an instant readiness to 
withdraw from busy life to seek shelter in 
our own safety bubbles. But that’s just 
one aspect - the other part of the story is 
the melt down of economic activity, which 
is much worse than the health situation 
because it’s leading to poverty, declining 
living standards, and growing mental 
health problems. 
It’s a time when we need much more love 
to cope. Paul tells us to ‘cling to what is 
good; to be devoted to one another in 
brotherly love and to honour one another 
above yourselves’ (verses 9 & 10). This will 
be costly as we have seen in the witness 
of our public servants and the thousands 
of volunteers who have taken food to 
shut-in, shielding, vulnerable people. All 
are surely demonstrating love in action, 
whether they see it in that way. Many of 
us have sheltered, however, following 
government advice to stay indoors but 
frustrated at not doing something more 
active. We may be ‘patient in affliction and 
faithful in prayer’ as Paul writes in verse 12 
but unable to practise the hospitality he 
urges in verse 13. 
An inability to contribute actively is more 
than frustrating. It can lead to self-doubt 
and even feelings of guilt, but we can do 
two things to assuage these feelings. We 
can pray more - even when we do not 
have direct contact with those who need 
the prayerful support and we can pay 
more - we can divert the money we didn’t 
spend during the lockdown into the 
charities who need it to continue life-
affirming activities. We can still love more 
through prayer and love more through 
financial giving. Paradoxically, through our 
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inactivity, we can make a difference and 
feel better too! 
And behind all of this are the words of 
Jesus. We do want to follow him, more 
closely and more nearly, as St Richard put 
it, because we want to reflect the love of 
God in the lives we lead in the community. 
It may be costly to carry our own cross - 
in all sorts of ways - and especially in 
these difficult times, but we know that 
ultimately, we are sustained, empowered, 
energised and strengthened by the love of 
God. On that we can depend and for that 
we are always immensely grateful. 
So, we won’t forget the cross.  Even now 
in our everyday lives we can sense the full 
extent of God’s love for us.  It is much 
greater than we can ever imagine, and in 
our love and thankfulness we can, in 
Paul’s words, offer the praise of our lives 
as a living sacrifice.  

Peter Bramhill 

Prayers 
As followers of Jesus, we pray to our 
loving God in heaven. 
Heavenly God help each one of us to 
understand what it really means to love 
and serve you. In times of testing – 
strengthen us. At times of unexpected or 
undeserved suffering – support us. When 
our energy feels completely drained – 
revive us and teach us through all that life 
throws at us to relax in the peace and joy 
that comes from doing your will. We look 
to the cross: and see your love for us. 
Loving God renew our commitment to 
your way of loving in all our relationships. 
When making hard choices – give us 
wisdom. When making painful decisions – 
affirm us and may our words speak your 
truth, whether that is to encourage, to 
comfort or to challenge. We look to the 
cross: and see your love for us. 
Healing God, bring healing and wholeness 
to those who suffer in body, mind, or 
spirit; we remember all on our prayer list 
at London Road and Partridge Green. 
During sleepless nights or endless days of 

pain – give us the grace to cope with 
dignity and turn our dark times into places 
of spiritual growth. We look to the cross: 
and see your love for us. 
God of all Creation, the full extent of your 
love for us is so much greater than we can 
ever imagine, and in our love and 
thankfulness we offer the praise of our 
lives. 
Merciful God accept these prayers for the 
sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen.  
Hymn: StF 547: Beyond these walls of 
worship 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9QrjtzvS-w 

Beyond these walls of worship 
in the stress and joy of life, 
can we offer you our bodies 
as a living sacrifice? 
Will we keep you at the centre 
far beyond the Sunday call? 
Will we turn to you, 
be transformed by you; 
still declare you God of all? 
Beyond these walls of worship, 
in the times of work and rest, 
will we display your love for all 
when our faith is put to the test? 
When the people that surround us 
deny that you are there, 
will we display our faith in you – 
in life, in praise, in prayer? 
Beyond these walls of worship 
may your Spirit strengthen us 
to make the whole of life our worship 
as we witness to your love. 
From this hour in your presence 
send us out now to proclaim 
that we’ll live our life as a sacrifice 
to the glory of your name. 

Ian Worsfold (b 1974) and Paul Wood (b 1967) 

Blessing 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
The love of God 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
Be with us all, evermore.  
Amen. 
 


