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LONDON ROAD AND PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES  
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 16 AUGUST 2020 

Call to Worship 
Come, with purpose, 
into the presence of the living God. 
Come to worship, and to be amazed, 
to discover and learn new things. 
Come, knowing that God welcomes us all 
with open arms. 
Amen. 
Hymn StF 345 - And can it be  
https://youtu.be/sQeIGbKqiw8 

And can it be that I should gain 
An interest in the Saviour's blood? 
Died He for me, who caused His pain? 
For me, who Him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! how can it be 
That Thou, my God, should die for me? 
[Repeat last two lines] 
He left His Father's throne above, 
So free, so infinite His grace; 
Emptied Himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam's helpless race; 
'Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
For, O my God, it found out me.  
[Repeat last two lines] 
Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound in sin and nature's night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth and followed Thee. 
[Repeat last two lines] 
No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in Him is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my 
own.  
[Repeat last two lines] 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

Prayers 
Lord God, as we come before you now, 
we open our hearts to you. 
Help us to see that we can learn so much 
from others, 

even from those with whom we think 
we may not share much in common. 
Make us willing to stand out from the 
crowd, 
to hear your voice, and act upon it. Amen. 
Lord, sometimes we look as though we 
are listening to others. 
We may even make all the right noises! 
But we confess that our attention is often 
anywhere but where it is supposed to be. 
Forgive us, Lord, for missed 
opportunities. 
Sometimes we are too distracted by our 
own concerns. 
We care only for ourselves, 
and listen only to those who say what we 
want to hear. 
Forgive us, Lord, for missed 
opportunities. 
Sometimes we don’t listen to people 
because we don’t like them, 
or because they are different from us. 
Sometimes we have bad or unhelpful 
thoughts. 
Forgive us, Lord, for missed 
opportunities. 
Sometimes we don’t listen to you, Lord, 
because we are too busy, 
or a bit frightened about what you might 
say to us. 
Forgive us, Lord, for missed 
opportunities. Amen. 
Living Lord, 
we praise you that you are a God who 
loves. 
You have given us a marvellous world, 
to live in and to share with all your people. 
You, O God, love everyone equally, 
and we thank you that we are each 
unique. 
We thank you that each one of us 
has so much to give – and to receive – 
from each other. 
Thank you for each new experience that 
you give us. Amen. 
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Hymn StF 685 - In Christ there is no 
east or west. 
https://youtu.be/TpITJOShix0 

In Christ there is no east or west, 
In him no south or north, 
But one great fellowship of love 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 
In him shall true hearts everywhere 
Their high communion find; 
His service is the golden cord 
Close-binding humankind. 
Join hands then, people of the faith, 
Whate'er your race may be! 
Who serves my Father as his child 
Is surely kin to me. 
In Christ now meet both east and west, 
In him meet south and north, 
All Christlike souls are one in him 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 

John Oxenham, pseud. (1852-1941) 

Bible Reading - Isaiah 56 v 1 & vv 6-8 
Bible Reading - Matthew 15 vv 21-31 
Sermon  
In the way Matthew organises his gospel, 
this story of Jesus and a foreign woman 
follows an account of Jesus clashing with 
the Pharisees. They accused him of not 
ensuring that his disciples washed their 
hands sufficiently before eating, and he 
said they were the blind leading the blind. 
Of course, for the Pharisees, hand-
washing wasn’t a matter of health (as it 
has been put to us over recent months), 
but it was religious ritual. If you didn’t 
follow the proper ritual then then you 
weren’t a proper Jew; weren’t a true 
follower of the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. 
We can imagine that after that discussion 
Jesus wanted a break, wanted to get 
away from the atmosphere of antagonistic 
discussion of trivial points of religious law, 
so he went North, to the region of Tyre 
and Sidon, to what is now called Lebanon. 
However, his reputation had gone ahead 
of him. He was known as a healer, and a 
woman whose daughter had mental health 
problems asked him to cure her. When he 

just walked on, taking no notice, she 
followed, shouting after him to heal her 
daughter. The disciples clearly found this 
embarrassing and asked him to do 
something, if only to quieten her. As soon 
as he paused on his way, the woman ran 
up and knelt in front of him to beg again 
for healing for her daughter. 
Jesus pointed out that his priority was to 
the Jewish people, and emphasised this in 
what seems a rather insulting way, by 
saying that you don’t take food away from 
your children in order to feed the dogs. 
The quick-witted woman retorted that the 
dogs are free to pick up the scraps that 
fall from the table. Jesus warmed to her, 
and granted her wish and we read that her 
daughter was healed. 
So in first ignoring her and then rejecting 
her before conceding her request, was 
Jesus just testing her faith, or does this 
show that Jesus was fully human as well 
as divine, or did the Church’s mission to 
the gentiles only begin with the Great 
Commission after the resurrection? All of 
these have been put forward to explain 
this difficult passage. Take your pick! 
What we can say is that Jesus, a Jewish 
rabbi, entered into conversation, and even 
debate, with a gentile woman. Whether 
the daughter’s healing came after a test of 
her faith, or after he changed his mind, the 
important thing is that it happened. The 
woman who was, to the Jews, an outsider, 
even, as a Canaanite and a Tyrian, an 
enemy, was not finally ignored or rejected, 
and the Church’s mission, continuing in 
the Master’s steps, did become a mission 
to all the world; so much so that when we 
look at Paul’s letter to the Romans, we 
find him struggling with the reverse 
problem. The gospel had been accepted 
by the gentiles in large numbers, but not 
by most of the Jews. So what was the 
place of the Jews in Christ’s kingdom? 
Paul’s conclusion was (Romans 11 v 32) 
that “God has made all people prisoners 
to disobedience so that he might show 
mercy to all”. The good news of God’s 
saving grace is for all people, Jews and 
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gentiles alike. As Paul wrote to the 
Galatians, you must not divide people 
according to race or status or class, or 
even gender, for in Christ Jesus all are 
one. 
No one was beyond God’s saving grace 
then, and that still holds true today, it is 
still the promise to each and every one of 
us. It is said that Margaret Thatcher used 
to ask of conservative party members 
being put forward for some position: “Is 
he/she one of us?” – meaning a supporter 
of her particular brand of conservatism. 
But in God’s terms there is no division into 
“us” and “them”. If we ask “Is he/she one 
of us?” the answer in God’s sight is 
always yes. We heard how Isaiah foretold 
of a time when all the peoples of the earth 
would come together for prayer in God’s 
temple, and we remember how Jesus 
quoted this when he cleared the outer 
court of the temple of traders. 
As in Isaiah’s time, as in the days of 
Jesus’s earthly ministry, as when Paul was 
spreading the good news, so today: God’s 
love, God’s saving grace, is not for the 
special few, not something that has to be 
earned, it is for you, for me, for all, freely 
given. 
But we can’t stop at that point. If the 
message of God’s saving grace is for 
everybody, how will all the people out 
there, beyond the borders which we set 
up, how will they know this if nobody tells 
them? Not only does the gospel bring to 
each of us a great privilege, it also brings 
to each of us a great challenge. The seeds 
of God’s kingdom won’t grow if we don’t 
sow them, and we can’t get out of it by 
saying that’s somebody else’s job. As the 
offer of salvation is for all, so the 
responsibility of witnessing to it is for all. 
As the parable of the sower tells us, 
sometimes the seed will fall on barren 
ground – the message will fall on deaf ears 
– and sometimes the response will be 
short-lived, but if the seeds are sown, the 
harvest will come – 30-fold, 60-fold, even 
100-fold. When you stop to think about it, 

that’s a hard message for those of us who 
are preachers. In over 50 years as a 
preacher, are there even as many as 30 
people whose lives have been affected? 
Not that I’ve been aware of. And how 
many people have been affected by your 
lifetime of Christian witness? All we can 
do is keep on sowing the seed, the 
resulting growth is up to God. It’s not for 
us to decide who should or should not 
hear the good news of the gospel of 
salvation; the message is for all. 
So many people – people we live among, 
people we work with, people we meet day 
by day – have not heard the good news of 
Jesus Christ, of God’s love for all – at 
least they haven’t heard it in terms that 
mean anything to them.  As we receive 
that love and grace into our own lives, so 
we must pass on the good news of it; 
pass it on in what we say and what we do; 
in the way we live our lives, showing in our 
lives that love for all that Jesus showed; 
showing that good doesn’t have to be 
overcome by evil. On the contrary, 
through the love of God, in the presence 
of Christ, with the power of the Spirit, evil 
is overcome by good. In the words of 
John’s gospel, “The light shines on in the 
darkness and the darkness can never 
overcome it.” 
May God bless our light-shining, our 
seed-sowing, our talking to strangers. 

David Cappitt 

Hymn - StF 418 - We have a gospel to 
proclaim. 
https://youtu.be/E-SPYAgCtkw 

We have a gospel to proclaim  
Good news for all throughout the earth;  
The gospel of a Saviour’s name:  
We sing His glory, tell His worth.  
Tell of His birth at Bethlehem,  
Not in a royal house or hall  
But in a stable dark and dim:  
The Word made flesh a light for all. 
Tell of His death at Calvary,  
Hated by those He came to save;  
In lonely suffering on the cross  
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For all He loved, His life He gave.  
Tell of that glorious Easter morn:  
Empty the tomb, for He was free.  
He broke the power of death and hell  
That we might share His victory.  
Now we rejoice to name Him King:  
Jesus is Lord of all the earth.  
This gospel message we proclaim:  
We sing His glory, tell His worth. 

Edward Joseph Burns (b. 1938) 
Words © Canon Edward J. Burns 

Prayers of Intercession 
The Canaanite woman sought your help. 
She loved her daughter so much, she was 
so desperately in need, that she wouldn’t 
give up till she had her answer. 
We pray in faith. 
Hear us and answer our cry, blessed 
Lord. 
Lord, may we learn from this woman, to 
wait on you expectantly, patiently, 
persistently, doggedly. Grant us the 
courage of our convictions when we truly 
believe we are doing your will. 
We pray in faith. 
Hear us and answer our cry, blessed 
Lord. 
We pray today for those who feel 
excluded, whatever their situation, 
whatever the reason: for prisoners, 
refugees, the homeless; for the sick, the 
mentally unstable; for any who feel that 
they are outsiders. 
We pray in faith. 
Hear us and answer our cry, blessed 
Lord. 
We pray for ourselves when our faith is 
weak, or we feel that we don’t belong. 
We pray in faith. 
Hear us and answer our cry, blessed 
Lord. 
Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy Name.  
Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth,  
As it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive those that trespass against 
us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
The power, and the glory,  
For ever and ever. Amen. 
Hymn - In Christ alone my hope is 
found 
https://youtu.be/Gax8GL7EViE 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and 
storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of 
peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings 
cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine  
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 

Keith Getty & Stuart Townend  
Copyright © 2006 Thankyou Music  

Blessing 
We go out today, 
renewed and strengthened in faith, 
ready to serve you, Lord, 
and find you in the people we meet. 
We go out to follow you, and our hearts. 
Lead us, good Lord. 
Amen. 


