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LONDON ROAD & PARTIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 9TH AUGUST 2020 

 

Call to Worship:  

God, be merciful to us and bless us; look on us 
with kindness, so that the whole world may know 
your will; so that all nations may know your 
salvation.  
May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the 
peoples praise you!  
May the nations be glad and sing for joy, because 
you judge the peoples with justice and guide 
every nation on earth.  
May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the 
peoples praise you! 
 
TO BE IN YOUR PRESENCE  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=typ7cueKdT4 

TO BE IN YOUR PRESENCE, 
To sit at Your feet, 
Where Your love surrounds me, 
And makes me complete. 

This is my desire, O Lord, 
This is my desire. 
This is my desire, O Lord, 
This is my desire. 

To rest in Your presence, 
Not rushing away; 
To cherish each moment, 
Here I would stay. 

Noel Richards. 
Copyright © 1991 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music. 

 
Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 

Loving God, in our own individual homes we join 
other Christians around this town, this country 
and this world because you have called us to be 
together. We come as your church remembering 
your promise to equip us and enable us. We 
come because in you is our healing and our hope. 

Heavenly God we worship and adore you. In 
Jesus you reveal your purposes and he comes 
with good news for us. Through your word in 
him, you remind us of the depth and power of 
your love. We praise you for his life, death and 
resurrection, and for the victory won through his 

suffering and obedience. We thank you that we 
no longer have to struggle to make ourselves 
good enough, worthy to receive your blessing – 
instead we know that we can come to you – just 
as we are. You delight to call us your children and 
to share your inheritance with us. We do not 
understand such love, but we rejoice and 
celebrate all that you have done and continue to 
do for us. 

Compassionate God you count us as worthy. Your 
love calls and we respond - reluctantly 
sometimes, wholeheartedly sometimes. We do 
not always understand. There are times when we 
do not see and times when we do not hear. There 
are times we lose our way by accident, there are 
times when we lose our way deliberately, but you 
go on forgiving. Your mercy is new every 
morning. There is no barrier that stands in the 
way of your loving embrace. During our time of 
worshipping you - calm us and quieten us. Speak 
to us your word and compassion and peace. 

We ask these prayers through Jesus Christ, your 
Son, our Saviour. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen 
 
Readings:  

Psalm 105 verses 1 – 10 
Romans 8 verses 18 – 31 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=typ7cueKdT4
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HEAR THE CALL OF THE KINGDOM  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WL-UdwB0Qvc 

HEAR THE CALL OF THE KINGDOM, 
Lift your eyes to the King. 
Let His song rise within you 
As a fragrant offering 
Of how God, rich in mercy, 
Came in Christ to redeem 
All who trust in His unfailing grace. 

Hear the call of the kingdom 
To be children of light, 
With the mercy of heaven, 
The humility of Christ. 
Walking justly before Him, 
Loving all that is right, 
That the life of Christ may shine through us. 

King of heaven, we will answer the call; 
We will follow, bringing hope to the world, 
Filled with passion, filled with power to proclaim 
Salvation in Jesus’ name. 

Hear the call of the kingdom 
To reach out to the lost 
With the Father’s compassion, 
In the wonder of the cross, 
Bringing peace and forgiveness 
And a hope yet to come; 
Let the nations put their trust in Him. 

Keith & Kristyn Getty & Stuart Townend 
Copyright © 2006 Thankyou Music 

 

A Reflection to Remind Us God Works for Our 
Good 

Good Morning. It is good to be sharing in 
Worship with you once again. If you are looking 
forward to a sermon….that comes next week. 

What I want to do this morning is a small 
reflection on Romans 28 & 29 from the passage 
we read this morning. 

I was sitting holding the hand of my friend Joyce 
last week and began to think about what I 
wanted to say to you this morning. My friend 
Joyce is on EOLS. She has no family and we have 
stepped into the role of supporting her. While I 
was sitting there with my eyes closed the verse 
below started formulating in my head… 

“And we know that in all things God works for the 
good…. of those who love him… who have been 
called according to his purpose.”(Romans 8:28) 

This Scripture brings comfort, direction, and 
hope… to Christians every day. Sadly, it’s also one 
of the most misquoted and misunderstood verse 
in the Bible. 

I’d like to share three things about this popular 
verse we may never have noticed. 

First, Romans 8:28 doesn’t mean we can live any 
way we choose…. and God will fix our mess. 

To understand the truth of Romans 8:28 …. we 
can’t just quote the part of the verse we 
like….“And we know that in all things God works 
for the good...” and skip the rest…..“of those who 
love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose.” 

This verse says to those who love God…. and are 
doing their best to obey his commands…. “Even 
though bad/sad/evil/wicked things will touch our 
lives…… I (God) will use them to ultimately bring 
about good…. both in our lives and in the world.” 

Second, Romans 8:28 tells us God can use all 
things together for good. He doesn’t say all things 
are good. 

No matter how rose-tinted the spectacles we 
wear are….. there’s nothing good about cancer, 
sex trafficking, or death…..that is Until Jesus 
returns and conquers Satan once and for all…… 
sin will continue to drop its poisonous payload 
across our world, damaging and destroying 
everything in its wake. 

The truth of Romans 8:28 remind us that 
although sin and Satan are powerful…. God is 
more powerful…. He is able to redeem and 
restore anything for our good and his glory…. All 
things may not be good.. but God can and will 
use all things for good. 

The final thing we may never have noticed about 
Romans 8:28 and its accompanying 
verse….Romans 8:29 is the ultimate good God 
wants to… accomplish in the lives of us, his 
children: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WL-UdwB0Qvc
https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/8-28.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
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“For those God foreknew… he also predestine 
(pre dest in) to be conformed to the likeness of 
his Son…. that he might be the firstborn among 
many brothers”(v. 29). 

A wise Bible teacher name Lavinia once told me, 
“God allows everything into our lives… for one of 
two purposes—either to bring us into a 
relationship with himself… or.. if we already know 
him…… to make us more like his Son.” 

As long as we live in this world, people will 
attempt to reconcile God’s sovereignty ….with 
humanity’s suffering. Verses like Romans 8:28 
assure us that no suffering is wasted…. and God is 
always at work for our good and his glory. When 
we cannot comprehend why trials come ….. and 
struggle to imagine that anything good can come 
from them…. we can rest in the security that God 
is in control. 

So as we continue in lockdown and enjoy limited 
freedom… may the key to our unbreakable bond 
of faith…. and unshakeable quality of our 
relationship in Christ Jesus…. be our common 
sense of calling. "And we know that in all things 
God works for the good for those who love 
him….. who have been called according to his 
purpose." (v28) Paul established a firm 
foundation that should strengthen our faith and 
trust. Let us continue to build on it! Amen 

Let us pray: 
Father, sometimes we can’t understand how you 
can bring beauty from the ashes of our lives. We 
struggle to trust you with the broken pieces. You 
say in your Word that without faith it is 
impossible to please you, and we want to please 
you. We want to trust you. We want you to make 
us more like Jesus and use our trials for our good 
and your glory. Help us believe the promise 
of Romans 8:28….. that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose. 

In the strong name of Jesus we ask, Amen. 
 

O LOVE THAT WILT NOT LET ME GO 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nt69WDtYNLo 

 

O LOVE THAT WILT NOT LET ME GO, 
I rest my weary soul in thee:  
I give thee back the life I owe,  
That in thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be. 

O light that followest all my way, 
I yield my flickering torch to thee:  
My heart restores its borrowed ray, 
That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day 
May brighter, fairer be. 

O joy that seekest me through pain, 
I cannot close my heart to thee: 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain, 
That morn shall tearless be. 

O cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from thee: 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
And from the ground there blossoms red 
Life that shall endless be. 

George Matheson. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

God of love and wisdom, we join the unending 
cycle of prayer on our planet, turning through 
time and space. 

In our prayers this morning we pray for the 
nations of the world and their leaders amid 
growing tensions, accusations and mistrust. 
We give thanks for those pooling their resources 
to find a vaccine for the corona virus; 
for those offering sanctuary to refugees. 
We remember and pray for those countries 
where we have family and friends, and all those 
places whose suffering touches our hearts. 
Lord, may the truths of your kingdom be our 
strength. 

We pray for those industries hardest hit 
economically; 
for all who are struggling with self-worth after 
losing their jobs; 
for young people applying for university; 
for those applying for benefits; 
for charities struggling to cope with increased 
demand and reduced income. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ro+8:29-29
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ro+8:28
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nt69WDtYNLo
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Lord, may the truths of your kingdom be our 
strength. 

We pray for churches and places of worship for 
courage as we encounter new challenges and joy 
as we embrace new opportunities. We pray for 
one another as we reflect on the words of the 
Apostle Paul and live out our faith. Lord, may the 
truths of your kingdom be our strength. 

We pray for those heading to the coast this 
summer for days out and holidays; 
for safety on the roads, on the beaches and in the 
sea; 
for those who work in the emergency services; 
for lifeguards and lifeboat crews. 
We pray too for those unable to get away or take 
a break. 
Lord, may the truths of your kingdom be our 
strength. 

We remember those on our prayer list... 

We pray for those who are ill, and those receiving 
palliative care. 
We remember those who have died, and pray for 
those who are grieving – especially those who 
were unable to gather to comfort one another. 
Lord, may the truths of your kingdom be our 
strength. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
AN ARMY OF ORDINARY PEOPLE  
https://youtu.be/57vZbh_zChc 

AN ARMY OF ORDINARY PEOPLE, 
A kingdom where love is the key, 
A city, a light to the nations, 
Heirs to the promise are we. 
A people whose life is in Jesus, 
A nation together we stand. 
Only through grace are we worthy, 
Inheritors of the land. 

A new day is dawning, 
A new age to come, 
When the children of promise 
Shall flow together as one. 
A truth long neglected, 
But the time has now come 

When the children of promise 
Shall flow together as one. 

A people without recognition, 
But with Him a destiny sealed, 
Called to a heavenly vision, 
His purpose shall be fulfilled. 
Come, let us stand strong together, 
Abandon ourselves to the King, 
His love shall be ours forever, 
This victory song we shall sing. 

Dave Bilbrough. 
Copyright © 1983 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music. 

 

Benediction: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
love of God be with each one of us, today –and 
always. Amen.  

https://youtu.be/57vZbh_zChc

