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LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 

WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 2ND AUGUST 2020 – ACTION FOR CHILDREN SUNDAY 

WELCOME 

The theme of today’s service is ‘Choose Childhood’. Action 

for Children believes that every child should grow up safe 

and happy. To make this vision a reality, they offer 

practical and emotional care and support, make sure 

children’s voices are heard, and campaign to bring lasting 

improvements to their lives. Doing this lays the 

foundations for children thrive. 

The work Action for Children does is only possible with our 

support. The Methodist Church has been by the charity’s 

side for more than 150 years. But, tragically, there are still 

thousands of vulnerable children who desperately need 

our help. With our worship, prayers and gifts, we can make 

a real difference to these children. Together we can 

choose safe and happy childhoods for every child. 

PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, as we gather today with thanksgiving and 

an open heart, help us to hear you. Fill our hearts with love 

and compassion for those you have sent us to. Stir up our 

hearts and strengthen our arms to act with justice and 

righteousness in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
Prayer by Karis Kolawole, 

Head of Faith Partnerships 

LET US BUILD A HOUSE WHERE LOVE CAN DWELL 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKJgcv8SdnQ  

Let us build a house where love can dwell 

 and all can safely live, 

 a place where saints and children tell 

 how hearts learn to forgive; 

 built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

 rock of faith and vault of grace; 

 here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

 All are welcome, 

 all are welcome, 

 all are welcome in this place. 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, 

 and words are strong and true, 

 where all God's children dare to seek 

 to dream God's reign anew. 

 Here the cross shall stand as witness 

 and as symbol of God's grace; 

 here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

Let us build a house where all are named, 

 their songs and visions heard 

 and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

 as words within the Word. 

 Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

 prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

 let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
 Marty Haugen (b.1950) 

GATHERING ACTIVITY: A thankful heart 

Take a few minutes to think about something that you are 

thankful for but take for granted. 

PRAYER 

Lord, we lift up the work of Action for Children. 

We think of all the families who come into contact with the 

charity and pray your blessing over them. 

We think of those struggling with their physical or mental 

health, and pray your peace descends on them. 

Lord, remove any barriers that may prevent people from 

reaching out. 

We thank you for the thousands of staff members and 

volunteers who serve children and families, and pray that 

you would sustain them. Give them the energy and 

enthusiasm they need to lovingly support those 

most in need. 

We thank you for the infrastructure that makes Action for 

Children’s work possible: the buildings, the vehicles, the IT 

– all the variables that help them to reach and serve 

communities across the UK. 

We pray for the leadership and the trustees – may your 

wisdom and guidance be present as they map out the 

future of the charity. 

We pray for our wider society – we ask that your will be 

done; from Westminster all the way down to our 

communities. We ask that lives led by love – love modelled 

so perfectly by Christ – transform the world we live in. 

In the name of the King, Jesus, 

Amen. 
Prayer by Megan Ludlow, Bid Manager and 

Action for Children Christian Network 

OUR LORD’S PRAYER 

COME ON AND CELEBRATE! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vcM8IudedJ0  

COME ON AND CELEBRATE  

His gift of love, we will celebrate 

The Son of God who loved us 

And gave us life. 

We’ll shout Your praise, O King, 

You give us joy nothing else can bring, 

We’ll give to You our offering 

In celebration praise. 

Come on and celebrate, Celebrate, Celebrate and sing, 

Celebrate and sing to the King. 

Come on and celebrate, Celebrate, Celebrate and sing, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKJgcv8SdnQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vcM8IudedJ0
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Celebrate and sing to the King. 
Patricia Morgan & Dave Bankhead. 

Copyright © 1984 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music. 

BIBLE READINGS 

Jeremiah 22:1-5 

Luke 4:16-21 

LYLE’S STORY 

Lyle1 was physically and emotionally abused by his parents. 

They punched and kicked him, and he’d often go hungry. 

After turning to alcohol to numb the pain, Lyle ran away 

from home. Action for Children stepped in to find him a 

safe and stable place to live. 

“Drugs were always a big problem in my family and there 

was a lot of violence,” Lyle explains. “I wasn’t fed at home 

and my big sister would sneak food into her room most 

nights. But we’d often go days without getting food.” 

Lyle was left to fend for himself after his parents threw his 

sister out. “I didn’t have clean clothes. Mum and dad 

wouldn’t let me bath or shower. I wasn’t even allowed to 

get my hair cut,” he says. 

After getting bullied at school, Lyle started to isolate 

himself. At 14, he started drinking. “Mum and dad would 

offer me alcohol all the time, and eventually I said yes. I’d 

get home from school and they’d give me glasses of things. 

I’d just drink them. I couldn’t feel anything. I thought 

nothing bad could ever happen when I was drunk.” 

Lyle left school and found a job he really liked. But things 

at home got even worse. “I loved my job. But I was the 

only one putting money in the house. And if I didn’t give 

the money to them for drugs, they’d take it out on me.” 

Lyle’s depression and anxiety started to take their toll. “I 

just knew I had to get out,” he says. “I left that house with 

nothing apart from the clothes on my back. I was in a really 

bad state. I came to Action for Children with nothing.” 

Action for Children found Lyle a safe place to live in 

supported accommodation. “They reminded me that I’m 

enough,” he says. “They helped me recover from alcohol. 

Without them, I don’t think I’d be alive. I nearly took my 

own life and, if it hadn’t been for my support worker 

coming and just talking to me, I wouldn’t be here.” 

SERMON 

What did salvation look like for Lyle? 

Mostly one dives into services like this one with great 

energy – I mean, it’s all there and all you have to do is 

make it all work. Then you’re confronted by a story like the 

one we have just seen and heard. The fact that it is 

 
1 Lyle’s name has been changed to protect his identity 

enacted and names changed to protect identities doesn’t 

make it any less gut wrenching, does it? 

Did you, like me, feel a sense of anger rise in you – How 

can this be? How can it be that in the UK in 2020 a child 

can still treated like this! Or did you also kind of feel a 

sense of disbelief. Yes, that too – I mean really? And there 

we are, caught in the middle of the dilemma. 

So, what did salvation look like for Lyle? 

Let’s come back to the Bible. We’ve read from two quite 

specific passages today. In Jeremiah we have a prophetic 

word spoken into the milieu of catastrophe about to 

descend on Israel – the impending Babylonian captivity 

preceded by the demise of the Temple. Note the content 

of the message: ‘Do what is just and right. Rescue from the 

hand of the oppressor the one who has been robbed. Do 

no wrong or violence to the foreigner, the fatherless or the 

widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place.’ Vs3 

NIV. 

Don’t you find that intriguing? Here is Jeremiah, urging the 

people to find ‘salvation’ and he does so not by urging 

special services, more emphatic belief, more regular 

attendance at worship – no, he urges them to act justly, to 

rescue the oppressed, to do no violence to the foreigner, 

fatherless and widow! This is where salvation lies, what 

salvation looks like and in this matter, Jeremiah simply 

echoes the rest of the prophets and the basic thread of the 

whole of the Old Testament. God’s concern, God’s agenda 

is always justice. From God’s challenge to Cain over Abel, 

David over Uriah, Amos – justice like rivers, righteousness 

like and ever flowing stream, Micah – do justice, love 

mercy, walk humbly and so we could go on. 

Jesus picks this same theme up when he sets out on his 

mission in Luke 4. He quotes from the prophet Isaiah to 

make quite clear his intentions - “The Spirit of the Lord is 

on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 

news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for 

the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 

oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” 

Vs18-19 NIV. To add insult to injury he claimed that 

prophecy had come true in their hearing THAT day. Then, 

just in case we missed the point of what he said, that’s 

exactly what he went and did. Read the Gospel stories 

again, if you need to, and you will see that Jesus is much 

more concerned about bringing relief, freedom, setting to 

rights, conferring value, making whole than he is about 

religion. 
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I come back to my opening question: What does salvation 

look like for Lyle? 

Earlier this year I was absolutely amazed by the initiative 

and actions of Marcus Rashford. We often have very little 

time for the sportsmen and women of our age who seem 

to be beset by the plague of having a much inflated 

opinion of their worth and value – aided and abetted by us 

for the most part, or at least those of us who idolise and 

support them. Yet, here is a young man who obviously has 

not forgotten his roots and where he came from. I found it 

almost entertaining that he managed to make the 

Government do a U-Turn on free school meals if it weren’t 

for the fact that free school meals shouldn’t even be 

named in a first world country like ours in the first place! 

But there it is. 

What does salvation look like for Lyle? 

Salvation for Lyle didn’t look like someone standing on a 

street corner punching a Bible and yelling through a loud 

hailer. Neither did it look like someone convincing him 

there’s another world in which all his suffering and pain 

would be a distant memory and all he had to do was 

believe in Jesus to make it to that place someday. No, for 

Lyle salvation had a very human face. It took the form of 

people who literally rescued him, wrapped him in 

protecting, loving arms. Shielded him from harm and gave 

him a safe space in which to be the beautiful child of God 

that he is. Remember those words of Jesus: ‘…whatever 

you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 

mine, you did for me.’ Mt 25:40 

Am I suggesting that belief is immaterial to salvation? No, 

I’m not. I am suggesting that unless belief manifests itself 

clear, unequivocal acts of justice on the part of the poor 

and oppressed in this world then some quite legitimate 

questions can be asked about the nature of that belief and 

in that I am not alone. James quite clearly challenges us to 

show our faith by our actions and despite the supposed 

debate that rages between Paul and James they are 

actually both quite clear that meaningful faith results in 

actions that demonstrate beliefs, otherwise it’s not much 

of a faith at all in the first place. 

The theme of today’s service is Choose Childhood. So, 

perhaps as we ponder that we might ask ourselves: How 

might I act to choose childhood today? Here are some 

answers: 

1. Give a regular cash donation to support Action for 

Children’s work. 

2. Leave a legacy gift in your will. 

3. Sign up to Action for Children’s Choose Childhood 

campaign and invite other people to do the same. Go 

to: actionforchildren.org.uk 

4. Write to your MP about the state of childhood today 

and ask them to do something about it. 

5. Find out if there are any volunteer opportunities near 

you. 

6. Befriend a family or young person in your 

neighbourhood. 

7. Pray for the work of Action for Children and the people 

they support. 

8. Give to your local foodbank. 

Perhaps the more challenging and less obvious answer lies 

in us asking God the question: What do you want me to do 

about it? Don’t be afraid to ask the question and as you do, 

may God grant the grace needed to hear the reply and the 

courage to be the reply. 

Amen 

BEAUTY FOR BROKENNESS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKAXTinhhq4  

BEAUTY FOR BROKENNESS, 

Hope for despair, 

Lord, in Your suffering world 

This is our prayer: 

Bread for the children, 

Justice, joy, peace; 

Sunrise to sunset, 

Your kingdom increase! 

Shelter for fragile lives, 

Cures for their ills, 

Work for the craftsman, 

Trade for their skills; 

Land for the dispossessed, 

Rights for the weak, 

Voices to plead the cause 

Of those who can’t speak. 

God of the poor, 

Friend of the weak, 

Give us compassion we pray: 

Melt our cold hearts, 

Let tears fall like rain; 

Come, change our love 

From a spark to a flame. 

Refuge from cruel wars, 

Havens from fear, 

Cities for sanctuary, 

Freedoms to share; 

Peace to the killing-fields, 

Scorched earth to green, 

Christ for the bitterness, 

His cross for the pain. 

Rest for the ravaged earth, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKAXTinhhq4
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Oceans and streams 

Plundered and poisoned— 

Our future, our dreams. 

Lord, end our madness, 

Carelessness, greed; 

Make us content with 

The things that we need. 

Lighten our darkness, 

Breathe on this flame 

Until Your justice 

Burns brightly again; 

Until the nations 

Learn of Your ways, 

Seek Your salvation 

And bring You their praise. 
Graham Kendrick. 

Copyright © 1993 Make Way Music. 

PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, in the name of Jesus, we ask that you 

bring healing to any child or young person who has been 

the victim of abuse or neglect. They are your children and 

have been called into your wonderful light. 

Show them that you see them and know what they are 

going through. 

Show them that you are right beside them. No matter how 

terrible the situation, we pray that they will know that they 

can lean on you. 

Open our eyes, Lord, to see any potential signs of abuse 

and remove every form of ignorance from us. 

Give these children and young people hope and provide 

healing in their body, soul and mind. Ease their suffering, 

Father, and cause a complete restoration in their lives. 

Amen. 
Prayer by Alison Smith, Fostering Marketing 

Officer and Action for Children Christian Network 

PRAYER OF COMMITTAL 

In celebration of over 150 years of work and witness, we 

commit ourselves afresh: 

Where children cry in need: 

We will hear their cry. 

Where children are denied the gifts of childhood: 

We will provide for them to delight in good things. 

Where there is exclusion or deprivation: 

We will challenge injustice. 

Where poverty is rife: 

We will share what we have. 

Where others also care: 

We will work with them. 

Wherever we see a need: 

We will pray for means to meet it. 

Let us pray: 

Loving God, you have called us to be your people and to 

share in the ministry of your Son. Grant us, we pray, ears 

that are open to the cries of those in need, hearts that are 

eager to respond, voices that are ready to speak out for 

the oppressed, and hands that are active in sharing your 

bounty. 

In the name of Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
Prayer by the Reverend Dr Jonathan Hustler, 

Secretary of the Methodist Conference 

I, THE LORD OF SEA AND SKY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhTpjdrLf0s  

I, THE LORD OF SEA AND SKY, 

I have heard My people cry; 

All who dwell in dark and sin 

My hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

I will speak My word to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord. 

Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard You calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, 

If You lead me; 

I will hold Your people in my heart. 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people’s pain; 

I have wept for love of them – 

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

Give them hearts for love alone; 

I will speak My word to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame, 

I will set a feast for them – 

My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide 

Till their hearts are satisfied; 

I will give My life to them. 

Whom shall I send? 
Daniel L. Schutte. 

Copyright © 1991 Daniel L. Schutte and New Dawn Music. 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 

the Lord make his face shine on you 

and be gracious to you; 

the Lord turn his face toward you 

and give you peace.    (Numbers 6:24-26) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhTpjdrLf0s

