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LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 

WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 26TH JULY 2020 

 

Prayer of Approach 

O God, mere words cannot convey 

what a privilege it is to be heirs to your kingdom. 

As we explore your word today, 

help us to learn about new treasures as well as old. 

May we see the amazing things you can do in our lives. 

We are part of your kingdom, 

and we come to you in awe and wonder. 

Amen. 

Hymn: Rejoice, the Lord is King! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDFAv0eh-s8  

Rejoice, the Lord is King! 

Your Lord and King adore; 

mortals, give thanks, and sing, 

and triumph evermore: 

Lift up your hearts, lift up your voice; 

rejoice! Again I say: rejoice! 

Jesu the Saviour reigns, 

the God of truth and love; 

when he had purged our stains, 

he took his seat above: 

His kingdom cannot fail, 

he rules both earth and heaven; 

the keys of death and hell 

are to our Jesus given: 

He sits at God’s right hand 

til all his foes submit, 

and bow to his command, 

and fall beneath is feet: 

Rejoice in glorious hope; 

Jesus the Judge shall come’ 

and take his servants up 

to their eternal home: 

We soon shall hear the archangel’s voice; 

God’s trumpet-call shall sound: rejoice! 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

Prayer of Confession 

Lord God, sometimes I feel so set in my ways. 

I’m not always ready to give something up 

to gain the thing of value that you promise. 

Forgive me, Lord, as I open my heart to you. 

I want to keep my treasures locked up 

in a storeroom, safe from prying eyes. 

Forgive me, Lord, as I open my heart to you. 

Sometimes I just expect things on a plate. 

I’m not always ready to work for something 

that you call me to do. 

Forgive me, Lord, as I open my heart to you. 

I do want to be the yeast in my world; 

but I’m not always ready to be pummelled, 

or to give up my easy life. 

Forgive me, Lord, as I open my heart to you. 

Sometimes I take my eyes off you and feel so lost. 

Bring me back, please, Lord. 

Forgive me, Lord, as I open my heart to you. 

Amen 

Prayer of praise and thanksgiving 

Marvellous and mighty Lord, 

we are forever grateful 

for all the good gifts you give us, 

for eyes to see, 

for ears to hear, 

for a brain to understand, 

and a heart to love. 

We praise you, Lord. 

Amen. 

Readings: Romans 8 v26-39 and Matthew 13 v31-

33,44-52 

Hymn: Lord, I lift your name on high 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0nn8QT2-VQ  

Lord, I lift your name on high, 

Lord, I love to sing your praises; 

I’m so glad you’re in my life, 

I’m so glad you came to save us. 

You came from heaven to earth; 

to show the way, 

from the earth to the cross 

my debt to pay, 

from the cross to the grave, 

from the grave to the sky: 

Lord, I lift your name on high. 

Rick Founds 

Sermon 

Our readings this week follow on exactly from the point 

they left off last Sunday. Last week we read how Paul 

likens the relationship between God and humankind to 

father and child and how we are joint heirs with Christ 

to the kingdom of God. The reading from Matthew’s 

Gospel was a parable about seeds and weeds, the co-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDFAv0eh-s8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0nn8QT2-VQ
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existence of the good with the bad in the kingdom until 

the end of the age when the kingdom will finally be 

fulfilled in all its glory.  

This week, Paul continues the theme of the benefits of 

being part of God’s family, ending with the magnificent 

assertion that nothing, absolutely nothing, can separate 

us from the love of God. Truly we share in the kingdom 

of God. In the Gospel reading we hear Jesus giving us 

more examples of what he describes as the kingdom of 

heaven. And what a cornucopia of parables he offers us!  

The kingdom of heaven is something very small that 

grows enormously, like a mustard seed or the yeast that 

transforms a lump of dough into a fine loaf. It’s like a 

wonderful find that you will give up everything to 

possess and cherish, like the field with the buried 

treasure or the pearl without price but it’s also like the 

fishing net that brings up an abundant catch of fish, 

both good and bad to be sorted and kept or discarded. 

There is an echo there of the parable of the weeds 

growing amongst the crop from the good seeds.  

One wonders if Paul had heard of the parables of Jesus. 

As near contemporaries it would be nice to imagine they 

might have met but they didn’t. Paul spent his early life 

persecuting Christians until his Damascus Road 

conversion experience, and then worked out his 

theological position from first principles and his 

experiences founding house churches on his missionary 

journeys. He penned the letters well before any of the 

Gospels were written and he brings all his ideas 

together in the Epistle to the Romans.  

So what is this ‘kingdom’ that both Paul and Matthew 

are describing? The terms ‘kingdom of God’ and 

‘kingdom of heaven’ are usually taken to be 

synonymous but ‘kingdom of God’ is used more in the 

Old Testament and ‘kingdom of heaven’ appears more in 

the New Testament, possibly because it directly avoids 

using the name of God which might be considered 

sacrilege but also perhaps because the concept is 

becoming more subtle and complex in the Christian 

understanding? 

In olden times, kings were Kings, smiting their enemies, 

aggressively building their realms, whilst sagely and 

justly delivering the good life to their subjects. After the 

founding days of the patriarchs, apart from the briefly 

glorious monarchical interlude of Saul, David and 

Solomon, the Israelites had experienced 1500 years of 

mostly troubled history, including internecine warfare, 

foreign invasion and occupation.  It’s not surprising they 

looked for a Messiah who would be a ‘proper’ king, 

bringing about the reign of God. So the Old Testament 

is full of strong regal imagery to describe the kingdom 

of God. It’s a view that still resonated in recent times - 

as we saw in the Wesley hymn. 

But Jesus is describing a different sort of kingdom. 

Matthew, writing his Gospel more for Jewish Christians 

than Gentile Christians, records a sovereignty that is 

still about Christ becoming ruler of all, as the Jews 

expected, but not by force. Instead the kingdom of 

heaven is established through a new way of life that 

permeates our very being; something that starts small 

in our hearts but grows to sustain us as individuals and 

gradually overtakes the whole world. It’s therefore both 

a process - happening now - and an end-state. It’s of 

immense value and worth. 

Jesus describes it, not in theological terms, but by 

comparison with everyday activities that his listeners 

would recognise: the mustard seed that grows into a 

very large tree, yeast that leavens bread, hidden 

treasure and a lustrous pearl.  

In our modern world, regal images do not have the 

same strength of meaning they might have carried in 

the past.  What would be the images we would use 

today to explain what God’s kingdom is like to our 

friends and neighbours?  

Is it like a must-have ‘app’ on our phones to track our 

mental and physical health or a sat-nav to plot our 

route? No - too limited in functionality. Is it like the 

internet; something grown from small beginnings which 

now invisibly encircles the world and affects us all to the 

point where we can’t do without it? Doubtful - too easy 

to confuse good and evil usage. Would we turn to the 

selfless acts of so many people during the lockdown for 

inspiration? Possibly - for we can sense the love in 

humanity at work here.  

How would we describe the benefits? What do we value 

above everything else? Disregarding our materialism 

and narcissism, what do we really want out of life in the 

kingdom of heaven? Peace? Tranquillity? Freedom?  

There are no easy answers, no dogma to help us and we 

must take care when using words like ‘love’ and ‘hope’, 

‘faith’ and ‘charity’ lest we fall back on religious jargon 

and be misunderstood. Perhaps all we can say is that in 

this life, in some mysterious way the arms that were 

stretched on the cross enfold us still. And that’s the 

kingdom of heaven. Paul puts it much better in Romans 

8, verse 38.  

Hymn: Christ is the world’s light 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tkmod9AW99s  

Christ is the world’s light, Christ and none other; 

born in our darkness, he became our brother. 

If we have seen him, we have seen the Father: 

glory to God on high. 

Christ is the world’s Peace, Christ and none other; 

no one can serve him and despise another; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tkmod9AW99s
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who else unites us, one in God the Father? 

Glory to God on high. 

Christ is the world’s Life, Christ and none other; 

sold once for silver, murdered here, our brother - 

he, who redeems us, reigns with God the Father; 

glory to God on high. 

Give God the glory, God and none other; 

give God the glory, Spirit, Son and Father; 

give God the glory, God with us, my brother; 

glory to God on high. 

Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) 

Prayers for the people of God at Partridge Green 

and London Road Methodist Churches 

Prayers of intercession 

Lord, you took so much care to describe your kingdom 

in ways everyone could understand, including us. 

Your kingdom come, O Lord. 

Your will be done. 

We pray today that you will pass on to us 

that gift of making ourselves accessible. 

Keep us 

from being a stumbling block to those who would seek 

you; 

from using language that puzzles; 

from actions that confuse; 

from anything that keeps us apart from your people 

around us. 

Your kingdom come, O Lord. 

Your will be done. 

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn: The Kingdom of God is justice and joy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqCOqgQhFyo  

The kingdom of God 

is justice and joy, 

for Jesus restores 

what sin would destroy; 

God’s power and glory 

in Jesus we know, 

and here and hereafter 

the kingdom shall grow. 

The kingdom of God 

is mercy and grace, 

the prisoners are freed, 

the sinners find place, 

the outcast are welcomed 

God’s banquet to share, 

and hope is awakened 

in place of despair. 

The kingdom of God 

is challenge and choice, 

believe the good news, 

repent and rejoice! 

His love for us sinners 

brought Christ to his cross, 

our crisis of judgement 

for gain or for loss. 

God’s kingdom is come, 

the gift and the goal, 

in Jesus begun, 

in heaven made whole; 

the heirs of the kingdom 

shall answer his call, 

and all things cry glory 

to God all in all! 

Bryn Rees (1911-1983) 

Closing prayers 

We say together: 

Lord, I pause before you to contemplate 

the things I see as valuable in my life. 

Help me to hold them lightly 

and to be ready to give them up 

at the sound of your call. 

Amen. 

Lord, it’s not up to us to sort the bad from the 

good, 

the wheat from the weeds. 

Rather, send us out to love everyone equally, 

and to do everything we can to promote your 

kingdom. 

Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqCOqgQhFyo

