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LONDON ROAD AND PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES  
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 19 JULY 2020 

Approach to worship 
Hear the words of the psalmist: 
‘Teach me your way, O Lord, 
that I may walk in your truth; 
give me an undivided heart to revere your 
name.’ 
Come now, ready to learn, eager to walk 
in the truth; 
worship the holy name of the Lord. 
Amen. 
Hymn: Tell out, my soul, the greatness 
of the Lord (StF 186) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6ji4y9Q-K0 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the 
Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit 
voice; 
Tender to me the promise of his word; 
In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his 
name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm 
has done; 
His mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
His holy name - the Lord, the Mighty One. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his 
might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by; 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to 
flight; 
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the 
Lord 
To children’s children and for evermore! 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (b 1926) 

Prayer  
Lord, sometimes we are just so impatient, 
wanting to get on with our lives, 
wanting everything better. 
But our ways are not your ways. 
We come to you now 
rejoicing in the knowledge that you 
can transform our lives 
and the lives of those around us – 

starting exactly where we are. 
Thank you, Lord. 
Amen. 
Bible Reading: Romans 8: 12-25  
Reflection 
Paul describes the relationship that God 
has with us as like that of loving father and 
his child, and that the Holy Spirit allows us 
to respond by calling the Almighty God by 
the intimate, informal name ‘Daddy’ (the 
meaning of ‘Abba’ in vs 15). He describes 
the Holy Spirit as the ‘Spirit of Adoption’, 
and uses an example drawn from his 
Roman society to describe in verses 15-
17 how God has changed our status from 
the lowest and most powerless, a slave, to 
the very highest, an heir of the head of the 
family.  This could happen under Roman 
law, in fact it was not uncommon for a 
favoured, long-serving slave to be 
rewarded by being adopted by their 
owner, and this gave them exactly the 
same legal and inheritance rights as a 
birth son or daughter. Paul draws on this 
analogy to declare that as we are 
‘adopted’ into God’s family, we become 
‘heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ’ 
(vs 17).  So you are a ‘joint heir with 
Christ’!  Take a few moments now to think 
about that. 
Song: Father God I wonder (StF 72) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-x7BPiFbW54 
[This YouTube video is of a music group of 
young German Christians called Kirchenband.]  

Father God, I wonder how I managed to 
exist 
Without the knowledge of your 
parenthood and your loving care. 
But now I am your child, I am adopted in 
your family 
And I can never be alone 
'Cause Father God, you're there beside 
me. 
I will sing your praises! 
I will sing your praises! 
I will sing your praises 
For evermore! 
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Ian Smale (b 1949) 
Copyright © 1984 Thankyou Music 

Bible Reading: Matthew 13: 24-30; 36-43 
Sermon 
I enjoy gardening – I think it’s a great 
spectator sport. I can watch it all day. In 
practice, though, I just find it a lot of hard 
work; especially weeding.  The landowner 
in this parable says “just let the weeds 
grow” – that’s my kind of gardening! 
This story isn’t just about weeding, of 
course. In a world where evil flourishes 
alongside, and often at the expense of, 
good, Jesus uses the story to illustrate 
how God manages this situation. It’s 
about God’s timing, and patience, and it 
contrasts God’s view of the right time to 
act with our ideas of what should be done 
and when.  
Jesus tells of two reactions to the 
discovery of the weeds in the wheat field. 
The slaves appear alarmed, and ask 
whether they should leap into action and 
tear out the weeds now, whatever the 
cost. The owner, on the other hand, took a 
longer view. He wanted to preserve what 
was good, the valuable wheat (unlike the 
slaves, of course, he would own any profit 
from the crop). In due course, the weeds 
could and would be dealt with, but not 
yet, not while the wheat is still growing 
and ripening. 
So when we ask why God doesn’t act 
more decisively, and act now, against evil 
in the world, Jesus seemed to imply that 
God is more concerned about not 
damaging the good than in destroying the 
bad. Maybe it’s because God yearns for 
reconciliation rather than destruction, to 
forgive rather than punish, and that, by 
allowing more time, even some of the 
“weeds” in the world may change and 
accept God’s forgiveness. In the story, 
although leaving things alone and letting 
nature take its course seems foolish and 
highly risky at first, in the end it turns out 
to be the more effective solution. 
But accepting this approach is not easy. It 
calls for patience, and a lot of trust.  

The call for patience is echoed in the 
passage we read from Paul’s letter to the 
Romans. Paul wrote in vs 19 about how 
the whole of creation longed to be 
liberated by God – a cosmic renewal, not 
just a personal one - and described the 
universe as groaning as though with 
labour pains (vs 22).  And surely few 
things are more urgent than labour pains.  
Yet, despite all the cosmic changes that 
he senses are about to happen at any 
moment, he calls for patience in vs 25. 
Patience at a time like that? Why?  It 
seems that Paul had come to understand 
that things will happen according to God’s 
time plan, not his, nor ours. He accepted, 
as we must too, that God has a longer 
view: one that requires patience, trust and 
often, as Paul himself discovered, courage 
to face evil and its consequences.  
Prayer  
Father God, we welcome you.   We are 
glad to be in your presence and to share 
and proclaim our faith.     Open our hearts 
to your Word and our eyes to the needs of 
others. 
We are sorry, Lord, for the many 
occasions when we chose to follow our 
desires rather than the path you offer.   
We are sorry, Lord, to be quicker at seeing 
the weeds in other people’s lives than in 
ours.    Help us to separate our weeds 
from our good wheat and to see the good 
rather than the failures in others.    Remind 
us of the power of encouragement given 
freely. 
When we read your Word, Lord, help us to 
look for its significance in today’s world 
and to apply its message to the many 
decisions and choices we are faced with.    
Let us be bold; let us work like the baker’s 
yeast through the lives of others and build 
them up with respect for their humanity in 
the image of God. Let us not be afraid of 
negative remarks and rejection when we 
speak of your universal love. 
Help us to trust in you when we encounter 
testing, illness, solitude, anxiety and 
death.  We believe in your eternal 
Presence alongside each of us.   We only 
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need to ask for your help and we are given 
the strength to see us through. 
We pray for all the people who are 
experiencing financial difficulties, 
unemployment, separation, illnesses, 
discrimination and injustice. We lift them 
to you, asking that you bless them and 
empower those who can work at finding 
practical and fair solutions. 
Amen 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven… 
Hymn: Great is thy faithfulness (StF 51) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTKIqmdfHSk 
“Great is thy faithfulness,” O God my 
Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with thee; 
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they 
fail not 
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

“Great is thy faithfulness!” “Great is thy 
faithfulness!” 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed thy hand hath 
provided— 
“Great is thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto 
me! 

Summer and winter, and springtime and 
harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses 
above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to 
guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for 
tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand 
beside! 

Thomas O. Chisholm (1866-1960) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Closing prayer 
God is patient and forgiving.  
God sees the good in us  
and gives us time to heal. 
May God the Father bless us,  
God the Son keep us and  
God the Holy Spirit strengthen us  
now and always.  
Amen. 
 


