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LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 

WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 12TH JULY 2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
We all love a good story; we can’t wait to hear how 
it ends. 
Come and worship the Lord God, author of our 
stories – each one so different, 
but if properly rooted in God, they can be amazing. 
Come and hear God’s story for us today, 
and make it part of your story. 
Amen.  

JESUS CALLS US HERE TO MEET HIM 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ModYoPReYYw  

Jesus calls us here to meet him, 
as through word and song and prayer 
we affirm God's promised presence, 
where his people live and care. 
Praise the God who keeps his promise; 
praise the Son who calls us friends; 
praise the Spirit who, among us, 
to our hopes and fears attends. 

Jesus calls us to confess him, 
Word of Life and Lord of All, 
sharer of our flesh and frailness, 
saving all who fail or fall. 
Tell his holy human story; 
tell his tales that all may hear; 
tell the world that Christ in glory, 
came to earth to meet us here. 

Jesus calls us to each other: 
vastly different though we are; 
creed and colour, class and gender, 
neither limit nor debar. 
Join the hand of friend and stranger; 
join the hands of age and youth; 
join the faithful and the doubter, 
in their common search for truth. 

John L. Bell (b. 1949) and Graham Maule (b. 1958) 

A GATHERING PRAYER  
Lord, we might not be sitting by a lake today. 
However, as the crowds eagerly gathered to listen to 
the stories and truths you told them, we too await 
your word to us.  

With joy in our hearts, and anticipation, we pray 
that you will give us listening ears, and hearts open 
to receive your love, your teaching, and your 

wisdom. Help our lives to be full to bursting, bearing 
your fruit.  
Amen.  

A PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
For the times we dash haphazardly into your 
presence, finding it hard to leave behind our cares 
and worries: 
forgive us, good Lord, and make us new.  

For the times when we don’t learn from our 
experiences:  
forgive us, good Lord, and make us new.  

For the times when we don’t take care of ourselves, 
or the people we share our lives with: 
forgive us, good Lord, and make us new.  

For the times we don’t see what you want us to see 
and just take things at face value: 
forgive us, good Lord, and make us new.  

For the times when we want our seed planted in 
neat rows, when our own plans become more 
important than yours, rather than letting the Holy 
Spirit prepare the soil of our lives and blow where 
the Spirit wants to:  
forgive us, good Lord, and make us new. Amen.  

A PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING  
Gracious God, 
we thank you that all good gifts come from you. 
We thank you for all you have already given us. 
And, as the good soil welcomes the seed, 
and causes it to grow, 
we welcome you to take root and flourish in our 
lives. 
Amen.  

A REFLECTIVE WAY INTO PRAYER  
Lord God, 
help me to identify the people around me whose soil 
is shallow and where little will grow. Help me to 
hold them up in love before you. Show me practical 
ways to help them 
and share your love with them. 
Amen.  

A Reading from: ISAIAH 55:10-13 

FROM THE BREAKING OF THE DAWN 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DpSIIiWkEM  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ModYoPReYYw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DpSIIiWkEM
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FROM THE BREAKING OF THE DAWN 
To the setting of the sun, 
I will stand on every promise of Your word. 
Words of power, strong to save, 
That will never pass away; 
I will stand on every promise of Your word. 
For Your covenant is sure, 
And on this I am secure: 
I can stand on every promise of Your word. 

When I stumble and I sin, 
Condemnation pressing in, 
I will stand on every promise of Your word. 
You are faithful to forgive, 
That in freedom I might live, 
So I stand on every promise of Your word. 
Guilt to innocence restored; 
You remember sins no more, 
So I’ll stand on every promise of Your word. 

When I’m faced with anguished choice 
I will listen for Your voice, 
And I’ll stand on every promise of Your word. 
Through this dark and troubled land 
You will guide me with Your hand 
As I stand on every promise of Your word. 
And You’ve promised to complete 
Every work begun in me, 
So I’ll stand on every promise of Your word. 

Hope that lifts me from despair, 
Love that casts out every fear 
As I stand on every promise of Your word. 
Not forsaken, not alone, 
For the Comforter has come, 
And I stand on every promise of Your word. 
Grace sufficient, grace for me, 
Grace for all who will believe; 
We will stand on every promise of Your word. 

Keith Getty & Stuart Townend  
Copyright © 2005 Thankyou Music 

A Reading from: MATTHEW 13:1-9 

SERMON 
Angela is the green fingered one in our family. If the 
garden is anything to look at, and it is, it is because 
Angela has made it so. Me, I just mow the lawn and 
trim the hedge and fairly infrequently dig the beds 
over! 

Here we are, confronted with one of Jesus more 
well-known stories – the parable of the sower. A 
story about planting seeds and making stuff grow 
but what exactly is this story about? Well, it doesn’t 

help that the Gospel writers seemed to find it 
necessary to include an explanation – which I have 
deliberately avoided having read today. For the 
most part, parables don’t require explanations. 
They’re meant to make us think about things and 
open ourselves up to God speaking directly to us 
which is thwarted, I think, when someone tells us 
what they think it means! So, let’s try and hear the 
story for ourselves today. 

It’s a story about three things: Ploughing, Sowing 
and Harvest. 

PLOUGHING. 
Have you ever watched a farmer ploughing a field? 
It’s quite a destructive process, isn’t it? The blade of 
the plough strikes deep as huge energy is expended 
dragging it through the earth. Everything is churned 
up, turned over, hidden things are exposed and hard 
surfaces are transformed into soft receptive ones. 
It’s hard work and the farmer decides when and 
where and it is necessary in order to prepare the 
ground for proper planting. 

I wonder if we might not be feeling a little like some 
recently ploughed the earth just at this point in 
time? One of the points of a parable is don’t get too 
caught up in the detail, just go with the flow 
otherwise you’ll end up down rabbit holes you didn’t 
anticipate. So, we’re just going with the flow on this 
one. For whatever reason, the ploughing has/is 
taken/ing place. 

There’s no doubt everything is being turned on its 
head. Decisions have been made that we are 
probably struggling to comprehend; values have 
been called into question; discrepancies have been 
glaringly exposed and the ordering of things we have 
come to place our trust in has proven ineffective in 
dealing adequately with the problem. The plough 
has done/is doing its work. 

The point of the plough though, is to prepare the 
soil, to make it ready to receive the seed so perhaps 
the question we need to ask ourselves as we 
consider this is: Can I let go long enough to my 
resistance to the plough and turn it into a 
willingness to receive the seed? 

SOWING 
The other day I was watching a BBC news piece 
about some massive new greenhouse project that 
can enhance food production for us. Everything was 
so precise and exact, from the planting to the digital 
monitoring of the growing conditions to the 
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harvesting. No wastage at all! Not so the sower in 
Jesus story! He simply digs his hand in the bag and 
flings the seed, almost willy-nilly, all over the place. 
So much so that it lands everywhere, even in those 
places where it has little or no hope of yielding a 
return. 

That’s grace! 

In the midst of everything that is going on, God is 
speaking. God is sowing the seed of God’s love and 
life into ours. God is happy for it to land wherever. 
Are we willing to receive it or do we reject it? 

Sometimes we reject it because we are not happy 
with the way it has been delivered. Balaam, in 
Numbers 22, only avoids the Angel blocking his path 
when he heeds his talking donkey! Naaman, in 2 
Kings 5 is cured of his leprosy when he condescends 
to bathe in the river Jordan. The disciples have to 
grudgingly concede the truth of the resurrection 
only after they have checked out Mary’s story. What 
is it that we are struggling to hear because we don’t 
like the way the seed is being delivered? 

HARVEST 
So we come to the final, and perhaps most 
significant point of the parable – the Harvest! Yes, 
indeed, despite everything else, all the potential 
obstacles placed in its way, there is a harvest! Not 
just any old harvest, a bountiful one at that. Isaiah 
55 told us today: ‘…so is my word that goes out from 
my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will 
accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose 
for which I sent it.’ 

But what is this purpose? 

Bringing in the sheaves, we will come rejoicing – NO! 
That image, I believe, is incredibly unhelpful. God’s 
intention is far from simply gathering in all the lost 
souls on that last day! No! God’s intention is a 
harvest that impacts hearts and lives here and now. 
The harvest is about healing and transformation and 
perhaps the most powerful example of that in the 
NT is Zacchaeus. 

Who knows what it was that took Zacchaeus to the 
place that he found himself to be. Who knows what 
forces helped shape the person that he had become 
but here he is now, in the presence of the Christ 
and, suddenly, nothing can ever be the same again! 
In fact, so convinced is he, that he responds in the 
most reckless and outrageous fashion possible. Not 

sure about that? Well, you do the math. Go and 
have a look at Luke 19. 

But I’m no Zacchaeus I hear you say. No, and neither 
am I, we like to protest. But tell me, what are the 
forces that have shaped and molded us and brought 
us to the place that we find ourselves to be today? 
What are the values and ideals, norms and 
prejudices we cling to – without ever stopping to ask 
why or how? What might be the invitation or 
opportunity God is placing before us in this moment 
in our journey? 

Remember, Jesus refers to these as parables of the 
Kingdom, vs 11, 18, 24, 31, 33 etc in chapter 13. 
Jesus is inviting us to enter into that greater reality 
and participate in it, not at some future point in 
history, but here and now. The seeds he is sowing in 
this moment are the seeds of justice, righteousness, 
mercy and compassion. He is inviting us to lose 
ourselves in the bigger picture of a kingdom shaped 
by a different force, a kingdom defined by a 
different value, a kingdom designed by a different 
power – love! When we allow that seed to take root 
and grow in our lives then the harvest is inevitable – 
even to 100 fold in our lives and the life of the world 
today. 
Amen 

TEACH ME TO DANCE 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPkWw3J-6Fc  

TEACH ME TO DANCE to the beat of Your heart, 
Teach me to move in the power of Your Spirit, 
Teach me to walk in the light of Your presence, 
Teach me to dance to the beat of Your heart. 
Teach me to love with Your heart of compassion, 
Teach me to trust in the word of Your promise, 
Teach me to hope in the day of Your coming, 
Teach me to dance to the beat of Your heart. 

You wrote the rhythm of life, 
Created heaven and earth; 
In You is joy without measure. 
So, like a child in Your sight, 
I dance to see Your delight, 
For I was made for Your pleasure, 
Pleasure. 

Let all my movements express 
A heart that loves to say ‘yes’, 
A will that leaps to obey You. 
Let all my energy blaze 
To see the joy in Your face; 
Let my whole being praise You, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPkWw3J-6Fc
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Praise You. 
Graham Kendrick & Steve Thompson. 

Copyright © 1993 Make Way Music. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Lord God, we pray today for all the people given the 
great of spreading your gospel.  

We pray for the Church worldwide, 
but in particular in the places where people are still 
persecuted for their beliefs.  

We pray for our ministers, 
who prayerfully seek your face, and bring us the 
words and understanding we need to become more 
faithful followers of you.  

We pray for writers and poets, 
as they pore over your word, and seek the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit to bring your message to life on 
the page.  

We pray for artists and all craftspeople, 
who draw inspiration from your word, and speak to 
us through their creations.  

We pray for all those who take comfort in your 
word, for all those who minister to them and for all 
who through their love of your word now dwell with 
you. 
Amen.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER FROM THE MESSAGE 
Our Father in heaven, 
Reveal who you are. 
Set the world right; 
Do what's best --  
As above, so below. 
Keep us alive with three square meals. 
Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others. 
You're in charge! 
You can do anything you want! 
You're ablaze in beauty! 
Yes. Yes. Yes. 

BUILD YOUR KINGDOM HERE 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8awpRHg5waw  

Come set Your rule and reign 
In our hearts again 
Increase in us we pray 
Unveil why we're made 
Come set our hearts ablaze with hope 
Like wildfire in our very souls 
Holy Spirit come invade us now 
We are Your Church 
And we need Your power 

In us 

We seek Your kingdom first 
We hunger and we thirst 
Refuse to waste our lives 
For You're our joy and prize 
To see the captive hearts released 
The hurt, the sick, the poor at peace 
We lay down our lives for Heaven's cause 
We are Your church 
We pray revive 
This earth 

Build Your kingdom here 
Let the darkness fear 
Show Your mighty hand 
Heal our streets and land 
Set Your church on fire 
Win this nation back 
Change the atmosphere 
Build Your kingdom here 
We pray 

Unleash Your kingdom's power 
Reaching the near and far 
No force of hell can stop 
Your beauty changing hearts 
You made us for much more than this 
Awake the kingdom seed in us 
Fill us with the strength and love of Christ 
We are your church 
We are the hope 
On earth 

Build Your kingdom here… 
Rend Collective 
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A SENDING OUT PRAYER  
Lord God, the world outside awaits us with all its 
troubles and uncertainties – but also with its 
opportunities. 
Send us out now, in your name,  
to look consciously for ways 
of seeing you in the world around, and to act 
accordingly. 
Amen.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8awpRHg5waw

