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LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 

WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 5TH JULY 2020 

Welcome and Call to Worship 

Jesus says: ‘Come to me, all you who are weary and 

burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 

upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls.’ 

Let us come to the Lord Jesus. 

Let us seek his rest. 

See What a Morning 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xM-fpXayUg  

SEE, WHAT A MORNING, gloriously bright,  

With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem; 

Folded, the grave-clothes,  

Tomb filled with light,  

As the angels announce Christ is risen! 

See God’s salvation plan,  

Wrought in love, borne in pain,  

Paid in sacrifice,  

Fulfilled in Christ the Man,  

For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 

See Mary weeping, ’Where is He laid?’ 

As in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb; 

Hears a voice speaking,  

Calling her name; 

It’s the Master, the Lord raised to life again! 

The voice that spans the years, 

Speaking life, stirring hope,  

Bringing peace to us, 

Will sound till He appears, 

For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 

One with the Father, Ancient of Days, 

Through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty; 

Honour and blessing,  

Glory and praise 

To the King crowned with power and authority! 

And we are raised with Him, 

Death is dead, love has won,  

Christ has conquered; 

And we shall reign with Him, 

For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 
Stuart Townend & Keith Getty 

Copyright © 2003 Thankyou Music 

 

Prayer of Approach, Confession and Praise 

We are here today, Lord, to worship you. 

As we bow our heads before you, 

we want to be amazed by your wisdom, 

bowled over by your love, 

and completely lost in you. 

Lord, open our hearts to receive you, 

in ways beyond whatever we could ever ask 

or even think. 

Father God, 

we are here today, 

to praise you, to learn from you. 

Your wisdom, shown to us through Jesus, 

your most precious Son, 

is far greater than that of the world. 

It has the power to confound all our expectations. 

We approach you now as children, 

sitting at your feet, 

bathed in your love, 

hanging on your every word. 

Speak to us, Lord. 

Dear Lord, it doesn’t always sink in 

just who I am talking to when I come before you. 

I don’t fully get it, 

that I’m in the presence of such a mighty God. 

Please, Lord, forgive me for the times 

when my picture and understanding of you are far 

too small; 

when I try to fit you into that tiny box that I think I 

can cope with; 

when I’m frightened to let your power loose in my 

life. 

Forgive me, Lord, and make me whole. 

So, as Jesus praised his Father in heaven, so do we. 

We praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth. 

You have hidden things from the wise, 

and revealed them to us, your children, 

through Jesus, your most precious Son. 

We praise you, Lord. 

Amen. 

Reading: Philippians 3:7-14 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xM-fpXayUg
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Show me how to stand for justice 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzUkCenfzok  

Show me how to stand for justice 

How to work for what is right, 

How to challenge false assumptions, 

How to walk within the light. 

May I learn to share more freely 

In a world so full of greed, 

Showing your immense compassion 

By the life I choose to lead. 

Teach my heart to treasure mercy, 

Whether given or received 

For my need has not diminished 

Since the day I first believed. 

Let me seek no satisfaction 

Boasting of what I have done. 

But rejoice that I am pardoned 

And accepted in your Son. 

Gladly I embrace a lifestyle 

Modelled on your living word, 

In humility submitting 

To the truth that I have heard; 

Make me conscious of your presence 

Every day in all I do: 

By your Spirit’s gracious prompting 

May I learn to walk with you. 
Martin Leckebusch (b. 1962) 

Reading: Matthew 11: 1-19 

Sermon 

Changing Expectations:  Reshaping our 

expectations to enable us to draw nearer to God 

Take a step back in time for a moment to January 

2020 and think about the expectations you had for 

this year.  I think we can all agree that it has not 

turned out to be the year we were expecting. 

Expectations – we all have them.  Expectations 

about daily life, about ourselves and other people.  

In the reading from Matthew we heard 

expectations being questioned and used to judge 

others.   

John the Baptist has doubts about whether Jesus is 

the Messiah as Jesus’ style of ministry doesn’t seem 

to fit with what he expected.  John was in prison, so 

must have been feeling out of touch with the 

world.  His captivity, with the lack of control and 

uncertainty it brought, probably heightened his 

doubts. 

The people in the crowd also had expectations of 

Jesus.  When Jesus refers to ‘this generation’ is he 

just challenging the Scribes and Pharisees about 

their expectations of the Messiah or everyone in 

the crowd? 

Jesus knew he was not what the people were 

expecting a Messiah should be and do.  He tells 

them they are like children disagreeing about the 

game they are playing and draws attention to how 

they have criticised the behaviour of John and 

himself.  Their expectations are creating a barrier 

preventing them from hearing the message Jesus 

wants to share with them. 

Expectations – we all have them, including 

expectations of Jesus.  What are our expectations 

and have we really stopped to think about them 

and how they affect our relationship with God? 

Like John, are our circumstances making us doubt 

our faith, not feeling convinced that God is still with 

us, working in our lives?  For some, the isolation 

and restrictions during the pandemic may make it 

difficult to recognise God’s presence with them.   

Worshipping in isolation may make it difficult for 

others to connect with God and hear him speaking 

and guiding them.  There may even be some who 

are questioning where God is in this situation. 

Or, if we are being honest with ourselves, are we 

like the people in the crowd, letting our 

expectations put up barriers between us and God?   

Perhaps our expectations of others get in the way 

of us recognising God working through those we 

see as different to ourselves?  Our expectations of 

others will be influenced by how we perceive them 

through the lenses of gender, class, race, sexuality, 

religion etc.  Sometimes we will be very aware of 

our expectations and the way they make us view 

the world but sometimes they are hard to 

recognise or even admit to.  How often do we stop 

to think about and question our expectations of 

others and what these are based on?  When events 

challenge our expectations are we able to look at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzUkCenfzok
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situations from a different perspective, with a 

willingness to change our point of view?  Are we 

able to look beyond our expectations and see 

people as Jesus would see them, working with 

compassion to value everyone, even those we find 

difficult to relate to?  Challenging questions for all 

of us but particularly relevant with recent events 

during the pandemic and the Black Lives 

movement. 

Or is it our expectations of ourselves that get in the 

way of letting God work in our lives?  Perhaps these 

are expectations about what Christians should do 

forgetting that salvation is not about what we do, 

but about letting God pour his love and grace into 

our lives. 

And what do we expect of Jesus?  In the Gospel 

passage fixed ideas about the Messiah caused John 

to doubt and others to be rather petulant in their 

response.  How does Jesus fit into our picture of 

who our Messiah and Saviour is?  Do we expect to 

meet with Jesus in the everyday?  Do we expect 

God to show us what we need to change in our 

lives, sometimes in unexpected ways! 

This quote, from a commentary on this passage, 

talks about John but I think it also applies to us:  

“What John seems to have not yet understood is 

that Jesus did not come to meet our expectations 

as to what a Messiah or Saviour ought to do and be, 

he came to meet our needs.”         (Ben 

Witherington) 

To receive Jesus as the Messiah who came to meet 

our needs, then we have to accept that “our 

expectations and hopes need reshaping”.  (James 

Boyce).   

Letting go of our expectations is not easy as we 

have discovered during the pandemic, living with 

more uncertainty than most of us have probably 

ever had to face before.  Yet, this has been an 

opportunity to slow down and reflect on our 

priorities, adjusting our expectations of ourselves 

and others.  It is also a time to reflect on our 

relationship with God and reconnect with who God 

wants us to be.  As Paul said in the Letter to the 

Philippians, we can forget the past, whether our 

expectations have been met or not, and look 

forward to what lies ahead, refocusing on what 

Jesus is saying to us about what we need in our 

lives. 

As the lockdown eases, we are looking forward to 

when we can meet together again for worship.  

What expectations will we bring to that worship?  

Are we expecting our worship to be the same as it 

was before the lockdown?  Will we go back to 

previous patterns of worship because of the 

traditions and habits we are most comfortable 

with?  Will our expectations of worship help people 

to approach God or create barriers for ourselves 

and others?  This is an opportunity to reflect on 

what it is about our worship that really matters.  

We can learn from our experiences of worship 

during lockdown, to create worship that builds our 

church community as well as reaching out to those 

around us, those still not able to come for whatever 

reason and those who have still to know the love 

and grace of God in their lives. 

In these uncertain times we can be certain that God 

is with us, and our faith in God can help us reshape 

our expectations of the future.  We need to take 

this time as an opportunity to put our past 

expectations behind us and come to God anew, 

asking him to give us what he knows we need and 

guide us to what we should be doing in our lives to 

witness to His grace and love.  Amen. 

Jesus, Be the Centre 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EG-l1kK-BpU 

JESUS, BE THE CENTRE, 

Be my source, be my light, 

Jesus. 

Jesus, be the Centre, 

Be my hope, be my song, 

Jesus. 

Be the fire in my heart, 

Be the wind in these sails; 

Be the reason that I live, 

Jesus, Jesus. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EG-l1kK-BpU
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Jesus, be my vision, 

Be my path, be my guide, 

Jesus. 
Michael Frye 

Copyright © 1999 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire)/ Adm. by CopyCare 

Prayers of Intercession 

We pray for all in authority, that they will be 

respectfully conscious of the weight on their 

shoulders, and that they will act responsibly for the 

people they serve. We pray for them in their 

personal lives, with the worries and cares that only 

they see. 

Lord God, we lift your children before you. 

May they find rest for their souls. 

We pray for our friends, family, colleagues. We pray 

that as we walk alongside them, you will use us to 

bring them close to you, and they will learn of your 

love. 

Lord God, we lift your children before you. 

May they find rest for their souls. 

We pray that we might be sensitive to the needs of 

those around us – the people we see every day, 

perhaps as fleetingly as at the shops, or in the bus 

queue. We have no idea what burdens they are 

carrying, or if they need a kind word from you that 

only we can give. 

Lord God, we lift your children before you. 

May they find rest for their souls. 

We pray that we will see the positive in people, 

even when it’s hard, and reach out to encourage 

them. 

Lord God, we lift your children before you. 

May they find rest for their souls. 

Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen 

Ev’ryone needs compassion 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuDjuCY7aYo  

EVERYONE NEEDS COMPASSION, 

Love that’s never failing; 

Let mercy fall on me. 

Everyone needs forgiveness, 

The kindness of a Saviour; 

The hope of nations. 

Saviour, 

He can move the mountains, 

My God is mighty to save, 

He is mighty to save. 

Forever, 

Author of salvation, 

He rose and conquered the grave, 

Jesus conquered the grave. 

So take me as You find me, 

All my fears and failures; 

Fill my life again. 

I give my life to follow 

Everything I believe in; 

Now I surrender. 

Shine your light 

And let the whole world see 

We’re singing for the glory 

Of the risen King, Jesus. 

Shine your light 

And let the whole world see 

We’re singing for the glory 

Of the risen King. 
Reuben Morgan & Ben Fielding 

Copyright © 2006 Hillsong Publishing/kingswaysongs.com  

Blessing 

Jesus has called us to come to him 

and blessed us with his richness. 

Now he sends us out into his world, 

to make sure people see him, 

and listen to him, through us. 

What a responsibility, what a joy, what a privilege. 

We are yours, Lord. Use us as you will. 

Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuDjuCY7aYo

