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LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 

WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS 10:30AM SUNDAY 28TH JUNE 2020 

Call to worship 

I welcome you to worship this morning wherever 

you are: women and men, boys and girls, rich and 

poor, old and young, of every ethnicity, people 

with faith and those who doubt. I welcome you in 

the name of Christ and I welcome Christ who has 

come in you.  

A gathering prayer for a ‘separated’ 

congregation 

Loving God, we come to you; isolated in our 

homes, connected by WiFi and TV, by our thoughts 

and prayers, we gather together, welcomed by 

you. 

May the warmth of your welcome inspire and 

enhance the worship we offer to you in the name 

of Jesus.  Amen. 

Let all the world in every corner sing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_NoW2Hz52w 

Let all the world in every corner sing; 

my God and King! 

The heavens are not too high’ 

his praise may thither fly; 

the Earth is not too low, 

his praise there my grow. 

Let all the world in every corner sing; 

my God and King! 

Let all the world in every corner sing; 

my God and King! 

The Church with psalms must shout, 

no door can keep them out; 

but above all, the heart 

must bear the longest part. 

Let all the world in every corner sing; 

my God and King! 
George Herbert (1593-1633) 

A prayer of adoration 

Holy God, to you alone belong glory, honour and 

praise! Separated as we are, we join together on a 

great wing of prayer, circling the globe, 24 by 7, 

as we worship. You alone are worthy of adoration 

with all our hearts and minds. We love you Lord! 

We come to you with our praises! To you, loving 

God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be all glory, 

honour and praise, now and for ever. Amen 

A prayer of confession 

Lord, sometimes our hearts and minds are closed 

to you. We ignore your presence. We don’t want to 

receive your love. We shut ourselves off 

spiritually.  Forgive us these times of wilful 

separation for we are vulnerable. We are truly 

sorry. Help us to open up again to the flow of your 

love. This we pray in Jesus’s name. Amen. 

Aware of God’s unfailing mercy we sing again… 

Amazing Grace 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tvt6E9N7AQw   

Amazing grace - how sweet the sound- 

that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

was blind, but now I see. 

God’s grace has taught my heart to fear, 

his grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 

the hour I first believed! 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 

I have already come; 

God’s grace has brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me, 

his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be 

as long as life endures. 

And, when this heart and flesh shall fail 

and mortal life shall cease, 

I shall possess within the veil 

a life of joy and peace. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years 

bright shining  as the sun, 

we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

than when we first begun. 

John Newton (1725-1807) (alt.) 

Reading: Matthew 10 v 40-42 

Sermon 

These verses from Matthew’s Gospel, concerned 

with ‘giving’ and ‘receiving’ come at the very end 

of Jesus’s instructions to his disciples before he 

sends them out as evangelists.  

If you read the whole of chapter 10, you’ll see that 

Jesus is offering support and reassurance to his 

disciples. He’s telling them they are going to 

spread the Good News but they’ll be like sheep 

among wolves. It won’t be easy; things will go 

wrong and yet they will be sustained in their 

mission.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_NoW2Hz52w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tvt6E9N7AQw
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If people accept the message of the disciples, they 

are receiving the message of Jesus, and through 

Jesus, they are accepting the message of God. The 

NIV Bible uses the word ‘receive’ to describe this 

process and the NRSV uses ‘welcome’. The original 

Greek uses ‘receive’ but in the sense of 

welcoming, as you receive your guests, rather 

than ‘receive’ in the sense of being given 

something. Both of our commonly used modern 

translations catch the meaning. 

And then in these three verses Jesus talks about 

rewards on offer to those who accept the disciples’ 

message and wholeheartedly embrace the Father’s 

love. He says in so many words that those who 

‘accept’ or ‘receive’ the disciple, (prophet) also get 

the same reward as the prophet and he says 

something similar about receiving the same 

reward as a righteous man. 

We might reasonably ask “what is the reward of 

the disciple, prophet or the righteous man that 

people may also share?” 

It’s important to us, 2000 years later, because we 

too claim to be disciples. We may be slightly wary, 

knowing that acceptance of Jesus always involves 

us in some effort, because he places demands on 

us. We call it “the easy yoke” but make no 

mistake, following Jesus is costly in many ways  

The ‘rewards’ are the transformative effects on our 

lives that follow on from our developing 

relationship with Jesus and, through him, with the 

Father. 

So we want to be more like Jesus: that doesn’t 

mean we want to be divine or to die on a cross as 

a martyr but in St Richard’s words, it means we 

want “to see him more clearly, to love him more 

dearly and follow him more nearly” and we want 

to do this in ways which are relevant to our 

modern lives.  

We want to reflect some of our God-given 

attributes, to use the fruits of the spirit we’ve been 

given and make things better in the Covid-19 

world we live in. 

In his earthly life Jesus was committed to justice 

and fairness, able to build bridges across racial 

divides, hospitable to the outsider, unafraid to 

challenge the authorities but someone, also, who 

respected the laws of the land and knew the limits 

of what could be achieved in the framework of his 

time. That’s a model worth emulating. 

If we want to be like him we should note these 

personal qualities and work out what exactly is 

called for in our own lives if we try to put them 

into practice, whether in the workplace, shopping 

mall, leisure centre, care home or simply 

maintaining social distance while chatting over the 

garden fence with our neighbour.  

We seek to do good and be better not because we 

want to be priggish but because in Jesus we have 

caught a glimmer of what might be meant by that 

special quality of righteousness. 

But therein lurks a danger. What about the very 

last sentence in the reading? What does that mean 

for us? Look at it carefully; it seems to be saying 

that if you welcome someone with just a small 

gesture, a glass of water, simply because they are 

a disciple, then you will also be rewarded.  

On the face of it, it seems straightforward. It was 

(and still is) the custom in the Middle East to 

welcome/receive the stranger with hospitality; 

water is a symbol of this hospitality. Of course, we 

do this too, when people come to visit us by 

offering tea or coffee, but in the desert the 

tradition of receiving guests, expected or 

unexpected, with gracious hospitality is of much 

greater significance. For a desert traveller the 

water and sustenance could be the difference 

between life and death. 

For the Christian, water has further symbolism 

because we often refer to the ‘water of life’ as 

meaning something which nourishes our spiritual 

life. 

It is a little surprising therefore when we look at 

that last sentence and realise it can be read quite 

differently. In telling us that if you offer the drink 

to a disciple you are also going to share in the 

reward, Jesus seems to suggest that you can buy 

your way to his benefits simply by doing good 

deeds.  A lot of people in the past have spent a lot 

of money, time and energy in following this as a 

principle – it boils down to the belief that 

‘righteousness’ implies you can buy your way into 

Heaven. 

This was anathema to Luther and many others 

who led the Protestant Reformation or who sought 

revival in later years. Certainly, our Methodist 

creed of salvation by grace rather than salvation 

by good works does not support this interpretation 

of that last sentence! 

Instead, we take the view that even the smallest 

action in support of God’s mission reinforces the 
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Kingdom of Heaven on Earth. And that gives us a 

lot of comfort. It sanctifies all of the more 

mundane activities we have to do in church, like 

cleaning it or counting the offertory money or 

drawing up the endless rotas of volunteers that we 

need as part of our church life. 

So, where does all this lead? Well, I’m sure we all 

understand that God is bountiful and if we stopped 

to count our blessings every now and then, hard 

as that may be to do during the pandemic, we 

would swiftly realise that we have received all 

sorts of gifts.   

As God welcomes us into his family our ‘reward’ 

becomes our desire to engage in worshipful 

reverence combined with an impetus to take 

practical actions in the world around us.  

At one level we react with undisguised awe at the 

welcome and hospitality we are offered and we 

want to fall on our knees and give thanks and 

praise. On another level, we want to give service 

to society, to share something of the benefits we 

have received and so: 

• sometimes this is a desire to share the 

good news, which turns us into apostles 

and evangelists;   

• sometimes it makes us want to emulate 

Jesus by making things better in the world 

around us, which may take us into politics 

or activism;  

• sometimes it makes us carers, teachers, 

preachers or administrators; 

• sometimes it inspires us to create beautiful 

works of art or engage in pushing the 

frontiers of human knowledge even further 

as scientists and technologists.  

We become aware of what is meant by using the 

‘fruits of the spirit’ in our lives. It is exciting and 

daunting at the same time.  

It is the sense of excitement and energy I want to 

leave with you today. Think about what God may 

be calling you to do as we come out of lockdown. 

The gifts you have been given, the rewards you 

have as disciples, need to be used in your 

response. Right now, as we work through 

uncertain days during this pandemic take time to 

reread the Gospel and ponder what God has in 

store for you afterwards. You never know, he may 

want you to go out and do something special!  

Amen 

Jesus Christ is waiting 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=28iUZXUq90w&t=27s  

Jesus Chris is waiting, 

waiting in the streets; 

no one is his neighbour, 

all alone he eats. 

Listen, Lord Jesus, 

I am lonely too: 

make me, friend or stranger, 

fit to wait on you. 

Jesus Christ is raging, 

raging in the streets, 

where injustice spirals 

and real hope retreats. 

Listen, Lord Jesus, 

I am angry too: 

in the Kingdom’s causes 

let me rage with you. 

Jesus Christ is healing, 

healing in the streets, 

curing those who suffer, 

touching those he greets. 

Listen, Lord Jesus, 

I have pity too: 

let my care be active, 

healing, just like you. 

Jesus Chris is dancing, 

dancing in the streets, 

where each sign of hatred 

he, with love, defeats. 

Listen, Lord Jesus, 

I should triumph too: 

where good conquers evil 

let me dance with you. 

Jesus Christ is calling, 

calling in the streets, 

“Who will join my journey? 

I will guide their feet.” 

Listen, Lord Jesus, 

let my fears be few: 

walk one step before me; 

I will follow you. 
John L Bell (b. 1949) 

and Graham Maule (b. 1958) 

Prayers  of intercession 

We pray for our church communities at London 

Road and Partridge Green, especially for … 

May they know they are welcome in your kingdom. 

May they know the welcome of your love. 

We pray for those who are lonely, sheltered or 

self-isolating. We pray for everyone worrying 

about exposure to corona virus. We pray for them 

to be comforted.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=28iUZXUq90w&t=27s
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May they know they are welcome in your kingdom. 

May they know the welcome of your love. 

We pray for people who are ill with the virus at 

home, or in hospitals and care homes. We pray 

they may soon be returned to good health. We 

pray for the continuing work of carers and medical 

staff. We pray for them to be re-energised, 

sustained now and in the future. 

May they know they are welcome in your kingdom. 

May they know the welcome of your love. 

We pray for young people missing school or 

college. We pray for them not to become anxious 

or depressed; for their families and those with 

responsibility for education. We pray that their 

efforts to keep things going can be maintained and 

enhanced for the start of term. 

May they know they are welcome in your kingdom. 

May they know the welcome of your love. 

We pray for those whose lives have been blighted 

by loss of job or income. We pray that they will be 

supported now and will prosper once more when 

the economy improves. We pray for the volunteers 

providing sustenance and shelter and we pray too 

for the countless numbers of public servants, civil 

and military, who are supporting the whole of 

society. 

May they know they are welcome in your kingdom. 

May they know the welcome of your love. 

We pray for those who feel themselves to be on 

the fringes of society, overlooked by us all 

because of age, race or gender, for those who feel 

rejected, for those whom others avoid. We pray 

that discrimination of all sorts can be overcome. 

May they know they are welcome in your kingdom. 

May they know the welcome of your love. 

Loving God, as you welcome us, may we welcome 

others with warmth and steadfast love. 

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

May the mind of Christ my Saviour  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRTLocMzTvs  

May the mind of Christ my Saviour 

live in me from day to day, 

by his love and power controlling 

all I do or say. 

May the word of God dwell richly 

in my heart from hour to hour, 

so that all may see I triumph 

only through his power. 

May the peace of God my Father 

rule my life in everything, 

that I may be calm to comfort 

sick and sorrowing. 

May the love of Jesus fill me, 

as the waters fill the sea; 

him exalting, self forgetting - 

this is victory. 

May I run the race before me, 

strong and brave to face the foe, 

looking only unto Jesus 

as I onward go. 
Katie Barclay Wilkinson (1859-1928) 

In our hymns this morning we are conscious of the 

fact that we receive (are given) the Father’s love 

and also that we are received (or welcomed) into 

his embrace. This all embracing love enfolds us 

and our natural reaction is simply to give back 

thanks and praise and use our gifts to make things 

better in our world, expressing the Kingdom of 

Heaven in the here and now, in difficult times. 

Blessing  

Go in the name of Jesus, 

to follow the way of Jesus, 

to love with the love of Jesus, 

and to be sustained by the peace of Jesus. Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRTLocMzTvs

