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LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 

Worship At Home – Sunday 21st June 2020 @ 10.30am 

Whatever's pressing on our minds and hearts today, 
may God give us the strength to lay it down...again. 
All our wrestling, and the worries and stress we 
carry, are useless. We can trust that he'll take care 
of whatever concerns us. He knows the best way; his 
timing is perfect. And he is able. He's the storm-
calmer, the peace-giver, the burden-lifter, the hope-
bringer. Nothing is too difficult for him. He truly is 
our peace. 

Father God 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pMuvGb7KDE8  

FATHER GOD, I WONDER how I managed to exist 
Without the knowledge of Your parenthood and 
Your loving care. 
But now I am Your son, I am adopted in Your family, 
And I can never be alone, 
’Cause Father God, You’re there beside me. 

I will sing Your praises, 
I will sing Your praises, 
I will sing Your praises, 
Forever more.Dear God, x2 

lan Smale. 
Copyright © 1984 Kingsway’s 

Thankyou Music. 

Thank you for the blessing of this day and your 
goodness in it, we’re grateful for the gift of life. 
Thank you for all that you’ve allowed into our lives 
these past hours, the good along with the hard 
things, which have reminded us how much we need 
you and rely on your presence filling us every single 
day. Thank you for your great love and care. Thank 
you for your mercy and grace. Thank you that you 
are always with us and will never leave us. 

We ask for your huge peace to surround us today, all 
of us who feel restless and worried right now, those 
who have been carrying big burdens and 
shouldering stress. Help us to lay it down before 
you, again, even though we’re struggling to really let 
go. Remind us that you can carry it so much better 
than we ever could. May your power and your rest 
fill us fresh. May the presence of your Spirit breathe 
hope deep into our souls, every minute of every day 

Today is a very special day. It is Father’s Day and we 
are celebrating Fathers everywhere 

Fatherhood calls for many challenges and hardships, 
which every dad bears with pride and happiness. 
Our dad has been one of our first friend if not the 

first who has always been with you, no matter what. 
He is the one person who has bestowed you with 
unconditional love and care, without asking for 
anything in return. When it comes to the 
relationship you share with your father, there are 
absolutely no strings attached. He may not show, 
but he is always there for you, with his unwavering 
support and assistance. How often do you take out 
time to whisper a silent prayer to God for the health 
and happiness of this special person in your life? 
Most of you would prefer not to answer the above 
question. This Father's Day, take it as an opportunity 
to seek blessings for your father, with a special 
prayer of gratitude. In the following lines, we have 
listed a few prayers which would rightly convey all 
what you wish for your dad. 

We give thanks for fathers all around the world. 
Bless these men for their hard work, their caring, 
for their generosity and their loyalty to their 
families. 

We pray especially for fathers 
who are struggling to care for their children 
because of the economic crisis. 
Fathers who have been laid off, who are looking for 
work, 
who are in despair about keeping a secure roof over 
their families, 
in this country and in countries around the world. 

We pray, too, for fathers who cannot care for their 
families 
because they are ill, with no health care, no health 
insurance; 

We pray for the millions of fathers who are 
incarcerated, 
who are immigrants, refugees or displaced persons, 
who have experienced violence and are wounded, in 
body and soul. 

We pray for Fathers who are no longer in contact 
with their children. 
for fathers who are violent or abusive towards their 
children and for fathers who do not know their 
children 

You who give life and give it abundantly, 
Son of our heavenly Father, 
be with all fathers this day, 
and grant them your grace and your healing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pMuvGb7KDE8
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so they may live out their vocation as fathers 
with dignity, strength, and peace. 
Amen 

Lord, I come to you 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIMagHNj3mg  

LORD, I COME TO YOU, 
Let my heart be changed, renewed, 
Flowing from the grace 
That I found in You. 
And Lord, I’ve come to know 
The weaknesses I see in me 
Will be stripped away 
By the power of Your love. 

Hold me close, 
Let Your love surround me. 
Bring me near, draw me to Your side. 
And as I wait 
I’ll rise up like the eagle, 
And I will soar with You, 
Your Spirit leads me on 
In the power of Your love. 

Lord, unveil my eyes, 
Let me see You face to face, 
The knowledge of Your love 
As You live in me. 
Lord, renew my mind 
As Your will unfolds in my life, 
In living every day 
By the power of Your love. 

Geoff Bullock. 
Copyright © 1992 Word Music/Adm. by CopyCare. 

Reading Matthew 10 v24-39 

SERMON 

God cares so live his life here 

A college student was apprenticed to a master artist 
who produced the most beautiful stained glass 
windows. The student could not match the artist’s 
talent, so he borrowed the artist’s tools thinking 
that that was the answer. After several weeks the 
young man said to the master artist, “I’m not doing 
any better with your tools than I did with mine.” His 
master replied: “it is not the tools of the master you 
need; it’s the spirit of the master you need.”  

In the secular world it is called an ‘apprenticeship’, 
in the church we call it ‘discipleship’; but in both it is 
following a master that we have researched and 
sought out, who we believe will teach us all we need 
to know about our chosen subject – as we 
implement/exercise/copy/extend/ serve….  

Discipleship is the lifelong following of Jesus through 
seeking the ‘Spirit of our master’ so that we can 
complete our master’s work. We do have the 
advantage that the Spirit of the master is readily 
available for us – poured out for and on us – so that 
we can complete his work. As followers we long for 
the day when that work will be completed, and until 
that time arrives, we commit ourselves to following 
Jesus and serving the world and all its people, like he 
did.  

To do that we need the tools of the trade – and 
church is one place where those tools are handed 
out – but it’s only one place, we also have house 
groups, bible studies, prayer meetings and…where 
ever God’s people are found.  

Wherever God’s people are found his tools are 
needed to be used by his disciples in the Spirit of the 
master Jesus. Learning how to use the tools of the 
spirit can be hard – and one lesson we learn from 
today’s Bible reading is that it is ok to ask questions 
– Jesus disciples did. We aren’t expected to know 
everything, from the very beginning questions were 
asked and asking questions is good!  

What we are expected to do is to practice and use 
the tools of faith.  

The ‘tools of faith’ concept is complex because we 
must start with our own self, and always be working 
on our own self – developing and maturing our faith 
and at the same time serving – ministering – doing 
Jesus work with other people and in the world. It’s 
not one or the other. What we learn from asking 
questions, from studying Jesus teachings, from 
listening to the wisdom of the church down through 
the ages, from mature Christians that surround us, 
from people living in discipleship under Jesus – what 
we learn, we have to apply in our own lives first.  

Unless we apply and use the tools of faith – they are 
worth-less and it is worse when we try to use them 
without applying them to ourselves first! When we 
don’t live in the spirit of the master but tell 
everyone else they should - we destroy any value 
our message might have, making it worthless.  

So we have to begin in our own lives accepting Jesus 
message that God loves us. And being God, he can 
and does love each one of us. We are loved so very 
much and God can’t wait to be friends with us, he 
can’t wait for us talk to him, he can’t wait for us to 
ask him how we can have his Spirit in our lives; he 
watches over us as we learn following in discipleship 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIMagHNj3mg
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and when our lives are going well we can do all this 
so easily!  

BUT when something horrible happens like the 
corona virus - when life gets hard and loved ones are 
ill or die and when patience and finances are 
stretched to the absolute limit  as we shelter in our 
homes – or when other troubles arrive, 
remembering God loves us is really, really hard – 
even for mature disciples! It gets so hard for some 
people that they give up, but some people manage 
to keep going and discover the truth that God holds 
on to us far better than we hold on to him!  

In the Bible reading some of the questions Jesus 
disciples were asking about – was, what happens 
when the going gets tough? What happens when 
our friends make fun of us because we go to church 
and stand up for doing what we believe is right – 
what happens when we stand beside someone 
being bullied – and we get picked on; what happens 
when we are at work and choose not to follow the 
rest because we feel it compromises our faith? What 
happens when someone we love gets hurt or sick or 
dies??? Having faith is one thing – applying or using 
the tools of faith is another especially when this 
brings us trouble!  

And Jesus says – yes – that’s right. There are times 
when you will be troubled; there will be times when 
you will get into trouble because you follow me. Our 
reading warns us that it will not always be easy to 
follow God or God’s teachings. It cost Jesus his life, 
and it has continued to cost the lives of his disciples 
and we know it is still costing his followers their lives 
– and it certainly gives us trouble.  

Sometimes we walk into trouble knowingly – and 
other times it simply sweeps over us. It is as if there 
are good sorts of trouble like helping people when 
everyone else looks the other way, like standing up 
for the truth, like going to church even if someone is 
making fun of that, like being prepared to ask if 
someone would like a prayer; like putting God’s 
ways always first in our lives. And then there’s the 
not good trouble that ties us up inside because it 
hurts and is full of sadness...  

Having Jesus and the spirit of the master in our life 
does not give us a life that is ‘trouble-free’. Jesus 
warned us when he said: it will not always be easy to 
follow me, even when you are loved so much the 
hairs on your head are all counted because you 
matter so much to God (v30). When trouble finds its 
way to our door – as it does at times; when trouble 

messes up our lives I found the following illustration 
one way of seeing just what God can do that makes 
it enough to keep going.  

An artist went to visit a close friend. When he 
arrived, she was crying. When asked why, she 
showed him a shirt which had great sentimental 
value, but which had been ruined by a smudge of ink 
from a permanent marker. The artist asked her to let 
him have the shirt, which he returned to her a few 
days later. When she opened the package she could 
hardly believe her eyes. The artist, using the ink 
smudge as a base, had drawn a design of great 
beauty with Indian ink. Now it was more beautiful 
than ever.’  

God loves us enough to take the smudges that 
trouble makes and leaves in our lives and turn them 
into something beautiful because God cares and 
God listens, because God loves us enough every day 
to fill us with His spirit so that we can follow Jesus. 
Amen. 

God is Love  
https://youtu.be/XKzkCldvB-w  

God is love: his the care, 
tending each, ev'rywhere, 
God is love, all is there! 
Jesus came to show him, 
that we all might know him! 

Sing aloud, loud, loud! 
sing aloud, loud, loud! 
God is good! God is truth! 
God is beauty! Praise him! 

None can see God above; 
we can share life and love; 
thus may we Godward move, 
finding him in creation, 
holding ev'ry nation. 

Jesus lived on the earth, 
hope and life brought to birth 
and affirmed human worth, 
for he came to save us 
by the truth he gave us. 

To our Lord praise we sing, 
light and life, friend and King, 
coming down, love to bring, 
pattern for our duty, 
showing God in beauty. 

 
 
 

https://youtu.be/XKzkCldvB-w
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Prayers of Intercession 
Praying for the People of God –We pray for Philip 
and Elyane Dale and their family, Enid and Martin 
Darby and Mick Dawson. Lord we lift these folks to 
you not just them but all the folks at LRMC & PGMC 
asking that you bless us all and lift us up whatever 
our situations are. It’s day 89 of lockdown and some 
of us are struggling and are not coping with the 
restrictions either because of our health or other 
circumstances so Lord lift us up as we share 
together. 

Lord of all, wherever Christians are ridiculed or 
persecuted for their faith, we ask your courage and 
inner strength, wherever we are called to be your 
witnesses, we ask for the grace to communicate 
your love, wherever love for you have grown cold, 
we ask to fan the flames again 

Lord, wherever the human spirit is ground down by 
oppression and wherever our silence allows injustice 
and corruption to flourish, we ask for deeper 
compassion and commitment. We ask for our 
kingdoms to become your kingdoms and the desires 
of your heart to be ours. 

Lord of all, wherever families are struggling to stay 
together, and wherever there are ongoing 
arguments and family feuds, we ask your anointing 
for tranquillity and harmony. Wherever children are 
unwanted or unloved, neglect or in danger, we ask 
your protection and help. 

Lord, wherever bodies, minds or spirits are wracked 
with pain or too weak or exhausted to pray, we ask 
the bathing love of your presence and the practical 
caring of hands working in your name. Wherever 
there are doubts and the battle is strong, we ask 
your empowering and clear guidance. 

Lord of all, wherever the dying  are anxious and 
afraid, we ask your peace. Wherever the faithful 
have passed from this life to eternity, we commend 
them to your unchanging and everlasting love. 

Wherever nature’s beauty or the daily miracles 
around us alert us to see your face, we thank you for 
the grace to live this resurrection life. 
Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Be Thou my Vision   
https://youtu.be/5NZ7oEWu-18  

BE THOU MY VISION, O Lord of my heart, 
Be all else but naught to me, save that Thou art; 
Be Thou my best thought in the day and the night, 
Both waking and sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

Be Thou my wisdom, be Thou my true word, 
Be Thou ever with me, and I with Thee, Lord; 
Be Thou my great Father, Thy child let me be; 
Be Thou in me dwelling, and I one with Thee. 

Be Thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight; 
Be Thou my whole armour, be Thou my true might; 
Be Thou my soul’s shelter, be Thou my strong tower: 
O raise Thou me heavenward, great Power of my 
power. 

Riches I need not, nor earth’s empty praise: 
Be Thou mine inheritance now and always; 
Be Thou and Thou only the first in my heart: 
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 

High King of heaven, Thou heaven’s bright Sun, 
O grant me its joys after victory is won; 
Great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be Thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 

Irish, 8th Century 
Translated by Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880-1931) 

Verified by Eleanor Henrietta Hull (1860-1935) (alt.) 

Blessing 
Lord, your word is a lamp to our feet and a light to 
our path. 
Thank you that we can live in Your light and walk in 
Your truth. 
May the things that you have revealed and thoughts 
that we have shared  
dwell in our hearts, bind us together and stir us to 
action. 

We ask all this in the precious name of Jesus. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with us all,  
now and evermore.  
Amen. 

https://youtu.be/5NZ7oEWu-18

