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LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 

ORDER OF SERVICE FOR 10:30AM SUNDAY 14TH JUNE 2020 – MORNING WORSHIP 

 

Welcome & Call to Worship 

Worship God with gladness. 

Come into his presence and sing his praises. 

 

Loving Lord, your grace draws us to your presence; 

your peace unites us in your love; 

your hope inspires us to praise your glory. 

May our worship be worthy of you. 

Amen. 

Let us build a house where love can dwell 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKJgcv8SdnQ&t=9s 

Let us build a house where love can dwell 

 and all can safely live, 

 a place where saints and children tell 

 how hearts learn to forgive; 

 built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

 rock of faith and vault of grace; 

 here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

 All are welcome, 

 all are welcome, 

 all are welcome in this place. 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, 

 and words are strong and true, 

 where all God's children dare to seek 

 to dream God's reign anew. 

 Here the cross shall stand as witness 

 and as symbol of God's grace; 

 here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

Let us build a house where all are named, 

 their songs and visions heard 

 and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

 as words within the Word. 

 Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

 prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

 let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
 Marty Haugen (b.1950) 

We Pray 

We come before you, gracious God, just as we are. 

We come with our weaknesses and our 

vulnerabilities. 

We come with our fears and apprehensions. 

We come with faith and doubt. 

We come to offer and receive. 

We come to you, the king of love – 

in the name of your Son, 

and in the power of your Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, you have called us to the privilege of service, 

but we have failed to serve. 

You have given us the blessing of peace, 

but we have chosen discord. 

You have loved as a shepherd tends his sheep, 

but we have strayed from your way. 

Forgive us, and show us the path of obedience and 

faithfulness 

that your Son trod. 

In his name, we pray. 

Amen. 

We unite with the whole world in praising you, creator 

God. 

We come before you with gladness and thanksgiving. 

We praise your goodness; 

we praise your faithfulness; 

we praise your tenderness. 

We are yours and we worship you. 

We bless your name for ever. 

Amen. 

Scripture: Isaiah 40:28-31 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJq3bhdgQoc  

LONGING FOR LIGHT, WE WAIT IN DARKNESS. 

Longing for truth, we turn to You. 

Make us Your own, Your holy people, 

Light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in Your church gathered today. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKJgcv8SdnQ&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJq3bhdgQoc
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Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us. 

Make us Your living voice. 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us Your bread, broken for others, 

Shared until all are fed. 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us Your building, sheltering others, 

Walls made of living stone. 

Many the gifts, many the people, 

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

Making Your kingdom come. 
Bernadette Farrell 

Copyright © 1993 OCP 

Scripture: Matthew 9:35-10:8a 

Reflection 

The many weeks that follow Trinity Sunday give us an 

opportunity to reflect on how we should live out our 

faith together in the world, building community in 

ways that reflect the nature of God – the God who is 

relationship. In this way our understanding of the 

Trinity is earthed in the messy, ordinary reality of our 

lives, the practical caring for our neighbour and our 

reaching out to those beyond our church walls. This 

sounds simple but perhaps, following the high of 

Trinity Sunday, there is a wisdom in the length of time 

that we have for exploring these themes! 

Reflecting the love of God demands everything from 

us and takes us to places that we may not wish to go. 

When Jesus sees the people, he is deeply moved by 

the unspoken need that he sees in front of him. For us 

there is perhaps a message about paying attention, 

about being truly alert to the moment – to its 

opportunities and its challenges. We are not called to 

be heroes, ready with solutions, but faithful disciples, 

ready with prayerful attention. 

The call of God asks us not to rush ahead to seek out 

our own opportunities for healing and ministering to 

others but instead to follow where we are being led 

so that we can take notice of and then respond to the 

need that presents itself to us, in the people and in the 

situations where, as Matthew’s Gospel tells us, the 

Kingdom has come near. As we do this, we may find 

ourselves in some uncomfortable places, with 

surprising people and in challenging situations. It is 

part of the outworking of another new normal – the 

Kingdom of God right where we are. 

The past few months have changed some of the ways 

in which we do church. Lockdown has required us to 

use online platforms of one sort or another for our 

worship, prayer, meetings and Bible study groups. 

However, these weeks are lost if they do not challenge 

us to completely reimagine what it means to be 

church in the new reality we are in. What does it mean 

to be a Christ-like presence and a Trinitarian 

community online? 

Now the beginning of the weeks of slow emergence 

challenge us again: what is the new future that we 

wish to see, both in the church and beyond its walls? 

Matthew’s Gospel has, at its heart, a vision of the 

gospel for all peoples. Many hours of meetings and 

prayer are spent in our churches working out how to 

draw people in, but over the past few weeks we have 

had to become a church without walls, in response to 

the call in front of us. How can we maintain our online 

presence into the future and what does this mean for 

our rooted and relational faith, for our giving and our 

buildings? 

In many ways we are in a kairos moment in the church 

(that is, a moment when God’s call or challenge is 

acutely felt). How do we find a new future? How do 

we face the challenges of our financial worries – 

individual and corporate? Kairos moments are acutely 

disturbing, often shattering our old certainties and 

requiring of us new reserves of courage, 

resourcefulness and hope. 

As a nation and across the globe, we are being 

challenged and confronted by the pain of racial 

injustice. It too is a kairos moment. We are challenged 

by our own nation’s history and the wealth that has 

come from the oppression of others. As our lockdown 

eases, we face big questions about how we want to 

live – whether we go back to the old normal or 

whether we work to create a new normal – a society 

that is more just, more inclusive, more equitable in its 

distribution of wealth and opportunity. We are in so 
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many ways in a kairos moment. What will our 

response be? 

Barack Obama recently gave a speech to a class of 

graduating high school students. Recognising the 

‘head-spinning’ nature of life recently he emphasised 

the importance of: 

"…finding hope in ourselves, and creating it in others. 

Especially in a time like this. You don’t always need 

hope when everything’s going fine. It’s when things 

seem darkest — that’s when you need it the most. 

Class of 2020, what these past few weeks have shown 

us is that the challenges we face go well beyond a 

virus, and that the old normal wasn’t good enough – 

it wasn’t working." 

People of God in 2020, what will your response be? 

Hope – that is perhaps what we need most of all. 

There is a quotation of unknown origin that is 

sometimes attributed to St Augustine: ‘Hope has two 

beautiful daughters. Their names are anger and 

courage: anger at the way things are and courage to 

see that they do not remain the way they are.’ This is 

the kind of hope into which we are so often called and 

that the life and ministry of Jesus demonstrated for 

us. Can we find and nurture this kind of hope in 

ourselves and in our communities? It is an amazing 

and yet terrifying thing to realise that the Kingdom has 

come near - and we are asked to choose.1 

Questions for discussion or reflection 

1. As we begin to reflect on future shapes of church, 

what do we need to hold on to and what do we 

need to let go of? 

2. Are we moved enough to respond to the needs of 

the moment? 

3. Are we angry enough about what is wrong in our 

world that so much injustice surrounds us? 

4. Do we have courage enough to follow the call of 

God so that we can bring the kingdom of justice 

and peace nearer to our friends and families, our 

neighbourhoods and our world? 

We Pray for Others & Lord’s Prayer 

As we come to our time of intercessory prayer, we 

light this candle as a symbol of Christ’s presence both 

with us and with those caught up in the pain and 

 
1 Reflection by Diana Craven 

suffering of violence, oppression and injustice in the 

world today. 

For our prayers of intercession there is a response 

that will appear on the screen. When I say Lord, hear 

us will you please respond Lord, graciously hear us. 

Lord, hear us … Lord, graciously hear us. 

Loving Lord, we pray for the people of London Road 

and Partridge Green Methodist churches. Give them 

and all those we know grace and support in the 

coming days. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

Loving Lord, you call and equip us to serve you. Watch 

over those who risk their own safety by caring for 

oppressed people of faith. Strengthen and protect all 

those who are persecuted for sharing their faith in 

places where living out their Christian faith in peace is 

not allowed. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

Loving Lord, you empower us to live out our 

discipleship. Give wisdom, imagination and the 

strength to persevere to those who face apathy as 

they seek to live out their discipleship. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

Loving Lord, you understand what it means to suffer 

for what is right. Give comfort and courage to those 

who are unjustly imprisoned, intimidated and 

tortured because of their faith. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

Loving Lord, you taught us to pray for those who 

abuse and hurt us. We pray for people who persecute 

those who hold different beliefs from their own; may 

they be touched by faith and their hearts be opened 

to love, that the world may be united in your love. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. 

Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven… 
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Build your Kingdom here 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8awpRHg5waw  

Come set Your rule and reign 

In our hearts again 

Increase in us we pray 

Unveil why we're made 

Come set our hearts ablaze with hope 

Like wildfire in our very souls 

Holy Spirit come invade us now 

We are Your Church 

And we need Your power 

In us 

We seek Your kingdom first 

We hunger and we thirst 

Refuse to waste our lives 

For You're our joy and prize 

To see the captive hearts released 

The hurt, the sick, the poor at peace 

We lay down our lives for Heaven's cause 

We are Your church 

We pray revive 

This earth 

Build Your kingdom here 

Let the darkness fear 

Show Your mighty hand 

Heal our streets and land 

Set Your church on fire 

Win this nation back 

Change the atmosphere 

Build Your kingdom here 

We pray 

Unleash Your kingdom's power 

Reaching the near and far 

No force of hell can stop 

Your beauty changing hearts 

You made us for much more than this 

Awake the kingdom seed in us 

Fill us with the strength and love of Christ 

We are your church 

We are the hope 

On earth 

Build Your kingdom here… 
Rend Collective 
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Blessing 

Go to serve; go to love; 

go to bring healing; go to bring peace; 

go in the strength of the Father; 

go in the power of Jesus; 

go united by the Spirit. 

Go – and know his grace. 

Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8awpRHg5waw

