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WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIAL – 31ST MAY 2020 PENTECOST SUNDAY 

 

Welcome 

As we join in worship on this Pentecost Sunday, you are 

invited to light a candle. 

Pause, and as you look at the candle flame, focus on 

the presence of God, either in silence or, if you are able 

to, use the link to this instrumental arrangement of ‘Be 

Still for the presence of the Lord is moving in this place’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ru459iA5kis 

Call to Worship 

We say together: 

Come, Holy Spirit; fill us with Your peace. 

Come, Holy Spirit; unite us in our worship. 

Come, Holy Spirit; raise us by Your power. 

Come, Holy Spirit, come now. 

Song: Holy Spirit, rain down  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-SI_HRWooA 

Opening prayers 

Begin with a short time of silence 

Lord, You come to us in stillness 

and out of silence speak Your word. 

Still our racing hearts and minds, 

hold our restless and distracted thoughts. 

Help us now to centre on You.  

Short time of silence 

Loving God, draw us together and make us one, as  

we sing with the whole of creation in praise of You. 

God of all creation, Yours is the majesty, the power  

and the glory.  Unbelievable is Your gracious  

compassion and boundless love for all You have made. 

May we understand You better as each day unfolds  

and, in understanding You, come to understand  

ourselves better. 

Nurture us in Your ways, enlighten us through  

Your Spirit; recreate us in the pattern and example  

of Your Son. 

Song: Holy Spirit, we welcome you 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDWDoe0YjVM  

Scriptures: John 7:37-39 

We Pray 

Pour out your Spirit, loving Lord, 

that your sons and your daughters may hear your 

prophetic word. 

Pour out your Spirit, loving Lord, 

that your sons and your daughters may know how to 

live according to your ways. 

Pour out your Spirit, loving Lord, 

that your sons and your daughters may worship you 

in Spirit and in Truth. 

Amen. 

Scriptures: Acts 2:1-21 

Sermon 

Imagine all those people gathered in Jerusalem for the 

Jewish Festival of Shavuot or Pentecost suddenly 

confronted with this delirious bunch of disciples 

babbling on about all the amazing things God has done 

and each one of them able to discern what was being 

said in their own tongue!  No wonder 3,000 of them 

responded by throwing in their lot with the early 

church – but why? Well, I have three thoughts. 

They witnessed A New Courage 

It’s been roughly seven weeks since the somewhat 

disrupted festival of Passover. I guess life must have 

pretty much been getting back to normal. The Disciples 

were keeping a low profile. John tells us they were 

behind closed doors ‘for fear of the Jews.’(Jn 20) So 

here they are crammed into a house, trying to keep out 

of the way when suddenly, they are overwhelmed with 

– what?  

A new courage! Listen carefully to the meaning of that 

word. Originally it meant an act of the heart. We 

associate that word with bravery and acts of valour but 

hear me out. What is the most difficult obstacle for us 

to overcome, do you think? 

Ourselves! After all, is that not the real thrust of Jesus’ 

message? I mean, how many times did he not say ‘Deny 

yourself’, ‘Take up your cross’, ‘If you want to live, die’. 

And so I could go on. I put it to you that what those 

men and women witnessed in this moment from Acts is 

a moment of real courage – an act of the heart as those 

first disciples overcame themselves and stepped out 

into the open and followed where Jesus was leading. 

That’s courage at work. 

Secondly, they witnessed a New Community 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ru459iA5kis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-SI_HRWooA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDWDoe0YjVM
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The early chapters of Acts are littered with references 

to this new community. In it we find people from with 

everything and nothing in common finding each other 

in a new bond of fellowship. Why? 

Because Jesus’ love brought them together there. We 

live in a world in which we mark out the things that 

distinguish us from one another – race, wealth, 

intelligence, gender, colour, creed etc. Jesus pays not a 

blind bit of notice to that and sets about drawing 

people in – anyone who has an ear to hear and a heart 

with which to respond. He calls us into a new bond of 

fellowship and relationship together in the wider family 

of creation of which we all are already a part! He 

reminds us that we belong here, with everyone, and 

not out there with just few some-ones. It is a 

community that values and cherishes everyone the 

same because there is no distinction in the love God 

has shown in making us all a part of it. 

Thirdly, they witnessed a New Compassion 

The primary hallmark of this new courage which has 

shaped this new community is compassion. This 

compassion flows through this new community as 

evidence of their connectedness to one another and 

seeks to ‘level the playing field’ in every way possible. 

People share, perhaps like never before and, sadly, like 

not much since. The only concern, or so it seems, is for 

the welfare of the other. Beyond this first Pentecost 

moment Luke describes the early church as those who 

‘…had all things in common;’ Acts 2:44. It wasn’t a sign 

of weakness, it was their most effective strength for the 

Lord continued to add to their number daily those who 

were being saved. Acts 2:47. That in itself is evidence of 

the powerful nature of the conversion these early 

disciples had to the Gospel of God’s love. 

Indeed, they had discovered the courage to overcome 

themselves and take their place in a new community of 

love expressed in the compassionate care they 

exercised over one another in the power of the Spirit. 

May God grant us a Pentecost of Courage, Community 

and Compassion as we discover that act of the heart 

that will enable us to overcome ourselves and reach 

out to one another afresh in a community of 

compassion in the power of the Spirit today! 

We Pray for Others and The Lord’s Prayer 

Holy Spirit of peace, 

we pray for homes and nations where there is discord 

and conflict. 

Pour out your breath of peace that people 

may listen to each other; 

may respect one another; 

may honour each other. 

Holy Spirit, hear us. 

Come, Holy Spirit, come. 

Holy Spirit of hope, 

we pray for those who live in despair; 

for those who can see no purpose in their lives; 

for those who cannot see a way ahead; 

for those who feel completely alone. 

Holy Spirit, hear us. 

Come, Holy Spirit, come. 

Holy Spirit of unity, 

we pray for your Church, 

for its ministry to the faithful; 

for its mission to the world. 

May the Spirit of Pentecost breathe upon us, 

that we may witness to the world 

the comfort, meaning and love that you offer. 

Heal our differences and make us one in you. 

Holy Spirit, hear us. 

Come, Holy Spirit, come. 

In the name of our Saviour we pray. 

Amen. 

Our Father… 
 

Song: Build your Kingdom here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8awpRHg5waw  
 

Closing Prayers 

May the power of the Spirit challenge you. 

May the peace of the Spirit comfort you. 

May the presence of the Spirit enable you to live in love 

and service in the name of Christ. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Spirit of truth lead us into all truth, 

Give us grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

And to proclaim the word and works of God; 

And the blessing of God, 

Spirit, Son and Father, 

Remain with us always. 

Amen  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8awpRHg5waw
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SONGS 

 

Holy Spirit, rain down, rain down 

O comforter and Friend, 

how we need Your touch again. 

Holy Spirit, rain down, rain down. 

Let Your power fall, 

let Your voice be heard, 

come and change our hearts,  

as we stand on Your word. 

Holy Spirit, rain down. 

 

No eye has seen, 

No ear has heard, 

No mind can know what God has in store. 

So open up heaven,  

open it wide over Your church,  

And over our lives. 
Russell Fragar 
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Holy Spirit, we welcome You. (2) 

Rule amongst us with holy fire, 

as we lay aside all earthly desires, 

hands reach out, and our hearts aspire. 

Holy Spirit, (3) we welcome You. 

 

Holy Spirit, we welcome You. (2) 

Let the breeze of Your presence blow, 

that Your children here might truly know 

how to move in the Spirit’s flow. 

Holy Spirit, (3) we welcome You. 

 

Holy Spirit, we welcome You. (2) 

Please accomplish in me today 

some new work of loving grace, I pray; 

unreservedly have Your way. 

Holy Spirit, (3) we welcome You. 
Chris Bowater 

©Lifestyle Music Ltd 

 

Come set Your rule and reign 

In our hearts again 

Increase in us we pray 

Unveil why we're made 

Come set our hearts ablaze with hope 

Like wildfire in our very souls 

Holy Spirit come invade us now 

We are Your Church 

And we need Your power 

In us 
 

We seek Your kingdom first 

We hunger and we thirst 

Refuse to waste our lives 

For You're our joy and prize 

To see the captive hearts released 

The hurt, the sick, the poor at peace 

We lay down our lives for Heaven's cause 

We are Your church 

We pray revive 

This earth 
 

Build Your kingdom here 

Let the darkness fear 

Show Your mighty hand 

Heal our streets and land 

Set Your church on fire 

Win this nation back 

Change the atmosphere 

Build Your kingdom here 

We pray 
 

Unleash Your kingdom's power 

Reaching the near and far 

No force of hell can stop 

Your beauty changing hearts 

You made us for much more than this 

Awake the kingdom seed in us 

Fill us with the strength and love of Christ 

We are your church 

We are the hope 

On earth 
 

Build Your kingdom here… 
Rend Collective 
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