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LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 

WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIAL – SUNDAY 24TH MAY 2020 
 

We gather together as the people of God  

Welcome to all. 

You might like to have your Bibles close to hand 
and light a candle to symbolise the presence of 
God with you and, with a few moments of 
silence, prepare yourself to worship God. If 
someone else is in isolation with you and joining 
you in this worship, please share the reading and 
prayers - especially where some lines are printed 
in bold. 

In our isolation today we are sharing together in 
worship of the God who loves us and cares about 
us. 
 
Call to Worship 

God calls us into a future that we cannot see. 
We come wondering where God is calling us 
now. 

God calls us to believe in a future of justice and 
peace, of generosity and compassion. 
We come wanting to give our hearts to that 
future. 

God calls us to commit our lives to love and 
service. 
Let us worship the God who calls us into the 
unknown 
 
Born in Song 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwaGrBZgVAw  
BORN IN SONG! 
God's people have always been singing. 
Born in song! 
Hearts and voices raised. 
So today we worship together; 
God alone is worthy to be praised. 

Praise to God! 
For he is the one who has made us. 
Praise to God! 
We his image bear. 
Heaven and earth are full of his glory; 
let creation praise him everywhere. 

Christ is King! 
He left all the glory of heaven. 
Christ is King! 
Born to share in our pain; 

crucified, for sinners atoning, 
risen, exalted, soon to come again. 

Sing the song! 
God's Spirit is poured out among us. 
Sing the song! 
He has made us anew. 
Every member part of the Body; 
given his power, his will to seek and do. 

Tell the world! 
All power to Jesus is given. 
Tell the world! 
He is with us always. 
Spread the word, that all may receive him; 
every tongue confess and sing his praise. 

Then the end! 
Christ Jesus shall reign in his glory. 
Then the end 
of all earthly days. 
Yet above the song will continue; 
all his people still shall sing his praise. 

Brian Hoare (born 1935) 
© Brian Hoare/Jubilate Hymns Ltd 

 
Opening Prayers 

Lord, we praise you. You are great and glorious. 

You have shown your love, your mercy towards 

us in Jesus. Lord we worship, we adore you.  

Almighty God, Father of us all, you are always 

with us and we can only ask your forgiveness for 

the many times we forget this in our daily lives. 

We bring all our burdens to you, Lord, our faults 

and hang-ups, our doubts and fears. Lord, you 

know us – better than we know ourselves. You 

know our needs – and the greatest is you - to 

know true peace of mind and soul that we are 

yours. Forgive us for the times we feel our faith is 

weak and we’re just a “dead loss”! But you are a 

God of mercy and you can change us. Help us to 

see  

things with your eyes, to speak with your lips and 

to love with our Saviour’s heart. We depend on 

your  

mercy and trust in your love to overcome all that 

is evil without and within. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwaGrBZgVAw
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Thank you, Jesus, for knowing the secrets of our 

hearts – the hopes, the fears, the joys, the 

doubts. Thank you for experiencing all of these, 

as we do, and for embracing them and us with 

compassion and courage, and with the cross.  

Amen 

 
Reading: Romans 5 verses 1 – 11  
 
SERMON 

Today is an important anniversary for Methodists 
because today, 24th May, we celebrate that John 
and Charles Wesley came to a place of saving 
faith; through the influence of Moravian 
Christians, they moved from hoping to be saved 
into a deep and meaningful experience of 
salvation. The preaching of John and the singing 
of Charles touched endless generations and 
religious traditions far beyond Methodism. 

Our reading points us to the fact that through 
what God has done in Christ, we have received 
much and because of this out-pouring of love into 
our hearts we are now committed to a journey in 
which there is no turning back. 

The heart of our Christian commitment is 
summed up in three clear questions – 

To whom have we been called?  

What kind of people are we to be?  

What is our message? 

To whom have we been called? This is the one 
question to which there should be an immediate 
and decisive answer. We have been called to 
those who need us most. 

• The needy do not require market research 
to be found – just loving hearts.  

• The hurt do not appear as a result of 
careful analysis – but through every crack 
in society into which they fall.  

• The lost do not find their way to our doors 
at the end of a search – but in the midst of 
one. 

Looking back at the eighteenth century 
evangelical revival, which impacted on the whole 
world, I reflect on the London of John Wesley. It 

was a London of two worlds which I would 
describe in this way – 

• Somers is writing History and Law. Dryden 
is passing judgement on plays. The Royal 
Society are examining Isaac Newton’s 
astronomical system. 

• The other is one where garret windows 
open to empty pails. In dark and 
dangerous passages thieves ply their 
trade. 

Before we feel too comfortable, remember all the 
cities of the world, in every age, have at least two 
sides to them. You can listen to some of the finest 
music in some of the best theatres of the world; 
you can worship in world-renowned churches; 
you can wander in some of the most beautiful 
countryside. But within a short distance you will 
find the drug dealers, people’s lives torn apart by 
alcoholism, the abuse of children and the 
destruction of family life. The two worlds coexist 
at one and the same time. 

The answer to the question ‘To whom have we 
been called?’ is nearer to the second than the 
first. 

John Wesley was a high-bred, sensitive man, a 
university graduate, and yet his life was no picnic, 
no leisurely ramble through England’s green and 
pleasant land. 

In the fishing village of Polperro, Cornwall, is a 
small restaurant which has a sign marking 
Wesley’s visit. He recorded in his Journal that he 
stayed with the family of a poor fisherman in a 
house filled with pilchards and conger eels and 
says, “The perfume was too potent for me.” 

We also have to be prepared to go to the places 
where the perfume is potent, where we are 
pushed to the very limits of what we consider 
acceptable, for the sake of Jesus. 

What kind of people are we to be? Because of 
this challenge we must be committed to God and 
to people. This calling flows from the enthusiasm 
we feel and is a response to what God has done 
for us in Jesus. 

Commitment takes us beyond what we consider 
reasonable and acceptable. I took part in a 
discussion when people were asked, “How can 
we attract younger people into our church?” the 
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answers seemed to focus on making church life 
easier and shaping our commitments into a form 
that could easily be managed by others. I could 
not help thinking, “Where have we gone wrong? 
Where is the call to commitment?” 

• The greatest moments in a Churches 
history are when people move from 
nominal and agreeable identity to 
demanding and passionate involvement.  

• I remember John Wesley walked the 
streets of London in the snow aged 80, to 
beg for the poor – and visited prisoners on 
death row. 

The kind of people we are to be are those whose 
lives have been captured by a higher and greater 
vision, which will never run dry whilst there is still 
someone who is hungry and whilst there is still 
inequality in this world. 

We must be those who are willing to reach the 
un-churched but some of the biggest difficulties 
we face lie in our own inward-looking and narrow 
perceptions.   

We are called to spend time with outsiders. We 
are called to love people and that gives us our 
reason for being. An early Methodist was 
described by John Wesley as one “where the love 
of God has been shed abroad in his heart.”   

What kind of people should we be?  Well, if we 
have lived near to Jesus we will be like Him. 
Colossians 1 verse 15 says, “Christ is the visible 
likeness of the invisible God”, we are called to 
reflect his glory to others. 

What is our message? There is a sense that our 
message remains the same and yet it has to be 
crafted in a form that will be heard by succeeding 
generations. Wesley’s “You have nothing to do 
but to save souls” is picked up by Reverend 
William Taylor who talked about ‘a living Christ 
for a dying world’. This passion has been handed 
down to us … we must be careful not to drop it. 

We long to see people changed and this will only 
happen when we meet their human need. At the 
same time, we know that to meet human need 
without offering Christ is to carve up the Gospel 
in a way that was never meant to happen. 

From the early days of Christianity, many humble, 
sometimes uneducated people became quite 

remarkable men and women who did not seek 
their own fame but, through the offer of faith and 
a belief in the importance of the individual, have 
served their Lord in an outstanding way. We need 
to be: 

• Unafraid to speak out.  

• Unafraid to challenge accepted norms and 
values.  

• Unafraid to challenge government and 
power-makers of all kinds.  

• Unafraid because we stand with Jesus 
who spoke for the poor, the prisoners, the 
blind and the oppressed. 

Nothing in all the world is more exciting than to 
believe that we are still called to preach the 
Gospel. Our message is that God has come near 
and is calling people to find peace with God.  

Amen  

I, the Lord of Sea and Sky 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhTpjdrLf0s  
I, THE LORD OF SEA AND SKY 
I have heard my people cry 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
My hand will save 
I, who made the stars of night 
I will make their darkness bright 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me 
I will hold your people in my heart 

I, the Lord of snow and rain 
I have borne my people's pain 
I have wept for love of them 
They turn away 
I will break their hearts of stone 
Give them hearts for love alone 
Who will speak my word to them 
Whom shall I send? 

I, the Lord of wind and flame 
I will tend the poor and lame 
I will set a feast for them 
My hand will save 
Finest bread I will provide 
'Til their hearts be satisfied 
I will give my life to them 
Whom shall I send? 

Daniel L. Schutte. 
Copyright © 1991 Daniel L. Schutte and New Dawn Music. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhTpjdrLf0s
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Prayers of Intercession using the words of the 
hymn below…reading silently 

In the darkness of the still night 
in the dawning of the daylight, 

in the mystery of creation, 
Creator God, you are there. 
in the breath of every being, 

in the birthing and the growing, 
in the earth and all its fullness, 

Creator God, you are there. 

In the homeless and the hungry, 
in the broken and the lonely, 

in the grieving of your people, 
Creator God, you are there. 

in the tears and in the heartache, 
in the Love through which we serve you, 

in the anguish of the dying, 
Creator God, you are there. 

In our hearts and in our thinking, 
in the longing and the dreaming, 
in the yearning of our heartbeat, 

Creator God, you are there. 
In the love for one another, 
in the sharing of our being 
in receiving and forgiving, 

Creator God, you are there. 

In our joys, our hopes, our healing, 
in awakening to revealing, 

in your call and our responding, 
Creator God, you are there. 

In our prayer and in our service, 
in our praise and in our worship, 

in your love that is eternal, 
Creator God, you are there. 

Margaret Rizza (b. 1929) 

 

Gracious heavenly Father, We Pray for 

• those who feel they have no need of you 

• those whose suffering and sorrow are too 

great for us to share 

• those who wait and pray in patience 

• those who agonise over injustice 

• those who show mercy and compassion 

• those whose purity and grace inspire others  

• those who work for peace where no peace 

seems possible 

• those whose witness to truth and justice has 

brought them suffering 

Lord, teach us to pray with love and 

understanding; to try to enter into the real needs 

that are around us: to believe that through our 

prayers, you heal and bless.  

Through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 

Amen 

 

And can it be that I should gain 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tu2uA6U4Fxg  
AND CAN IT BE that I should gain 
An interest in the Saviour’s blood? 
Died He for me, who caused His pain, 
For me, who Him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! how can it be 
That Thou, my God, should die for me? 

He left His Father’s throne above, 
So free, so infinite His grace; 
Emptied Himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam’s helpless race; 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
For, O my God, it found out me. 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth and followed Thee. 

No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed with righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

Charles Wesley (1707–88) 
 
Blessing: 

May the Spirit of God be very real in our lives.  

May we seek God’s guidance as we look for 
opportunities to make connections with others 
who may be very different from ourselves.  

May God give us peace, wisdom and courage at 
this very difficult time in our lives.  

God loves us and God will bless us. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
love of God be with each one of us, today and 
always.  
 
Amen 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tu2uA6U4Fxg

