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LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 

ORDER OF SERVICE FOR 10:30AM SUNDAY 17TH MAY 2020 

MORNING WORSHIP 

Welcome & Call to Worship 

The Father loves you. 

The Son loves you. 

The Spirit loves you. 

Come and show your love. 

Let us pray: 

Spirit of truth, come close to us. 

Unite us into the body of Christ. 

Enable us to worship God in Spirit and in truth. 

Help us to support and encourage each other. 

Help us to love as we are loved. 

Spirit of truth, come and abide in us. 

Amen. 

We Sing:  Light of the World 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MmRGSEG2LM  

Let us Pray: 

Gracious God, we come before you, 

drawn by the power of your welcoming love. 

We come with our sorrows and joys. 

We come with our expectations and 

apprehensions. 

We come with what we have done. 

We come as who we are. 

In your love we find peace and hope. 

So, God of love, we are sorry 

that at times our love for you falters; 

that we have wrong priorities; 

that we overlook your guidance. 

O God, forgive us. 

O God, renew us. 

Loving Saviour, we are sorry 

that we disobey your commandments; 

that we fail to love; 

that we walk by on the other side. 

O God, forgive us. 

O God, renew us. 

Spirit of truth, we are sorry 

that we disregard your presence; 

that our thoughts and feelings are unrighteous; 

that we follow the world’s way. 

O God, forgive us. 

O God, renew us. 

May your presence abiding in us lead us in the 

right way. 

You make yourself known to us, and you are 

present in our lives 

even though we do not always recognise or 

acknowledge you. 

For all that you are, 

we thank you, loving God. 

You do not leave us orphaned, 

but embrace us with parental love that 

encourages and comforts us. 

For all that you are, 

we thank you, loving God. 

You ensure that we are not alone 

by filling us with your Spirit of truth, that inspires 

and empowers us. 

For all that you are, 

we thank you, loving God. 

Thank you, Father, for your presence, 

your love and your encouragement. 

Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven… 

Scriptures:  Acts 17:22-31 

We Sing:  From the breaking of the dawn 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DpSIIiWkEM  

Scriptures:  John 14:15-21 

Notes on the Readings 

This passage follows last week’s. Jesus expands on 

what he said about following in his way by 

explaining how we put the idea into action: by 

loving Jesus and keeping his commandments. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MmRGSEG2LM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DpSIIiWkEM
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This relationship between loving Jesus and 

keeping his commandments is not a case of ‘prove 

that you love me!’. Rather, it is Jesus explaining 

how loving him enables us to keep his 

commandments - a reminder that Jesus’ 

commands are all rooted in a loving relationship: 

loving God and loving others. 

Jesus also explains that we are not expected to do 

this on our own; we have the Holy Spirit as our 

‘advocate’. The Greek word literally means the 

one ‘called to your side’ and could equally be 

translated as ‘intercessor’, ‘counsellor’ or 

‘intermediary’. Crucially, the term means 

someone who will never desert us in our hour of 

need. This then flows on naturally to discussing 

our relationship with Jesus and with the Father; 

this is all bound up in that oneness with God that 

ensures that we are not left on our own. 

Questions for reflection: 

How might this image speak of relationship? 
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How easy is it to follow Jesus’ command to offer 

unconditional and practical love, following his 

example? 

What sort of things do you regularly do for other 

people, just because you love them? 

Practical love 

The commands that Jesus urges us to keep are 

practical and everyday in nature. 

The current lockdown and social distancing rules 

have resulted in many examples of love in action, 

and also highlighted situations crying out for love 

to be expressed in a practical way. 

Look (using the internet, perhaps?) for examples 

in your locality or network of contacts. Can you 

find one or two ideas to pursue further - either on 

your own, or as a household? 

We Pray for Others 

Dear Lord, we bring into your love 

those who do not know you and your love; 

those who have turned away from you; 

those who struggle to accept you; 

those who refuse to listen. 

May your love touch them, 

and transform their lives. 

Dear Lord, we bring into your love 

those who need parental love; 

those who are alone; 

those who are abused; 

those who are neglected. 

May your love touch them, 

and transform their lives. 

Dear Lord, we bring into your love 

those who seek the truth; 

those who work in the justice system; 

those who campaign and advocate on behalf of 

the voiceless. 

May your love touch them, 

and transform their lives. 

May we show the power and presence of your 

love in our church, our community and our world 

– for Jesus’ sake. 

Amen. 

We Sing:  Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDeiy9-t2GE  

Blessing 

Go in peace to live in love, 

to show God’s love, 

to receive God’s love 

– everywhere, and at all times. 

Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDeiy9-t2GE
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WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS 17TH MAY 2020 

HYMNS 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD,  

You stepped down into darkness, 

Opened my eyes, let me see 

Beauty that made this heart adore You, 

Hope of a life spent with You. 

 

So here I am to worship, 

Here I am to bow down, 

Here I am to say that You’re my God; 

And You’re altogether lovely, 

Altogether worthy,  

Altogether wonderful to me. 

 

King of all days, 

Oh so highly exalted, 

Glorious in heaven above; 

Humbly You came 

To the earth You created,  

All for love’s sake became poor. 

 

And I’ll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross. 

(Repeat) 
Tim Hughes 

Copyright © 2000 Thankyou Music 

 

FROM THE BREAKING OF THE DAWN 

To the setting of the sun, 

I will stand on every promise of Your word. 

Words of power, strong to save, 

That will never pass away; 

I will stand on every promise of Your word. 

For Your covenant is sure, 

And on this I am secure: 

I can stand on every promise of Your word. 

 

When I stumble and I sin, 

Condemnation pressing in, 

I will stand on every promise of Your word. 

You are faithful to forgive, 

That in freedom I might live, 

So I stand on every promise of Your word. 

Guilt to innocence restored; 

You remember sins no more, 

So I’ll stand on every promise of Your word. 

When I’m faced with anguished choice 

I will listen for Your voice, 

And I’ll stand on every promise of Your word. 

Through this dark and troubled land 

You will guide me with Your hand 

As I stand on every promise of Your word. 

And You’ve promised to complete 

Every work begun in me, 

So I’ll stand on every promise of Your word. 

 

Hope that lifts me from despair, 

Love that casts out every fear 

As I stand on every promise of Your word. 

Not forsaken, not alone, 

For the Comforter has come, 

And I stand on every promise of Your word. 

Grace sufficient, grace for me, 

Grace for all who will believe; 

We will stand on every promise of Your word. 
Keith Getty & Stuart Townend  

Copyright © 2005 Thankyou Music 

 

BLESSÈD ASSURANCE, Jesus is mine! 

Oh what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God; 

Born of His Spirit, I’m washed in His blood. 

 

This is my story, this is my song: 

Praising my Saviour,  

Oh, all the day long, 

All the day long. 

 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

Visions of rapture now burst on my sight. 

Angels descending bring from above 

Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, 

I in my Saviour am happy and blessed. 

Watching and waiting, looking above, 

I’m filled with His goodness, I’m lost in His love! 
Fanny J. Crosby (1820–1915) 

Words adapted by Chris McClarney, John Hartley & Chris 

Eaton Copyright © 2009 Thankyou Music/Van Ness Press 
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