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THE METHODIST CHURCH  

LONDON ROAD AND PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES  

WORSHIP AT HOME RESOURCE - SUNDAY 10 MAY 2020 

Approach to worship 

This is the Fifth Sunday of Easter: 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed. 

Alleluia! 

Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ! In his great mercy, by the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead, he gave us new 

birth into a living hope, the hope of an 

inheritance, reserved in heaven for you, which 

nothing can destroy or spoil or wither. (1 Peter 

1:3-4) 

Hymn: Crown him with many crowns 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vWRXvWZPUQ 

Prayer  

Almighty God, as we praise and crown you 

now in our hearts we become acutely aware of 

our selfishness and how often we live as though 

we have dethroned you. We are truly sorry and 

now ask your forgiveness, not by right but 

because of your amazing grace and love for us. 

Thanks be to God who forgives our sins. 

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven… 

Bible Reading: John 14: 1-12; 27-29  

Reflection 

Why, on the fifth Sunday of Easter, does the set 

reading for today take us back from events that 

happened after Jesus’s resurrection to the night 

before his crucifixion?  I think it might be to 

prepare us for Ascension Day in 11 days’ time, 

as in this passage Jesus talks with his friends 

about parting and reuniting.  Even as the 

political and religious lynch mob prepared to do 

its worst, Jesus’s first concern was for his 

friends: “Set your troubled hearts at rest” he 

says. Twice (vs 1 and 27).   

We now face difficult times – ranging from 

frustration at loss of freedoms and fear for the 

future to personal danger, pain and mourning 

for loved ones – but whatever we face or fear, 

Jesus’s concern for us is the same as it was for 

his disciples, together with his promise of his 

peace “such as the world cannot give” (vs 27). 

Bible Reading: Romans 5: 1-11 

Sermon:  

Paul writes to the Romans saying that God 

accepts us on the basis of our faith and that 

God’s love, expressed in Christ’s death and 

communicated by the Holy Spirit, gives us 

assurance of our hope. And, furthermore, that 

“such hope is no fantasy” (vs 5).  

This is the eighth Sunday of worshipping with 

closed church buildings. After months of social 

isolation and possibly unemployment or facing 

danger at work, and with increasing frustration, 

distress and death, we need hope more than 

ever.   

So what is this “hope” that Paul and Peter (in 

our opening words) wrote of? It is not our usual 

idea of general optimism, of hoping something 

will turn out for the best – good weather 

tomorrow, or that our team will win. It is much 

deeper than that, concerning God’s actions in 

the future. It has been said that the church is 

rooted in two things: faith and hope.  Faith can 

be seen as based on what’s happened in the 

past, rooted in God’s mightiest act in the 

resurrection of Jesus: one can accept or reject it, 

but it’s done, it’s happened, it’s past… Hope 
looks to the future, to what God has not yet 

done: “We exult in the hope of the divine glory 

that is to be ours” (Rom 5:2); we have the 

“living hope” of the promise of our own 

resurrection: “an inheritance, reserved in 

heaven for you, which nothing can destroy or 

spoil or wither” (1 Pet 1:4). 

This hope doesn’t make today’s problems go 

away – Paul and Peter both wrote to Christians 

facing physical persecution and Paul 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vWRXvWZPUQ
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emphasised the need for patience and 

endurance, not a miraculous release from their 

troubles (vs 3-4). What God’s hope does do, 

however, is change our perspective.  When I 

returned to work after a holiday, I often found 

that I was able to see solutions to problems that 

had troubled me for months. The problem 

hadn’t changed while I was away, but I had. 

God is with us now, in the mess that we are in, 

and gently calls us to change our perspective 

from one of fear and sadness – to put our 

troubled minds at rest and to trust in the hope 

that nothing can destroy or spoil or wither. 

As we are still in the Easter season, I’ll finish 

with some words from this year’s Lent course at 

London Road that were said to Bishop John 

Pritchard: “Never let the sorrows of this world 

hide from you the joy of Christ risen”.  Amen! 

Our next hymn reassures us of God’s presence 

and starts our time of prayer: 

Hymn: In the darkness of the still night 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aV9aLPco_Tg 

Prayer  

God of the past the present and the future we 

bring our prayers for others and for ourselves; 

Hope of the world, in you we put our trust. 

We remember those who in the past have 

looked to you and led the way with courage 

and obedience. Throughout the ages you have 

been directing and encouraging your people, 

giving hope in dark times and raising up those 

who persevere and inspire. We thank you for 

those whose creativity and exploration of 

science have brought healing and hope to the 

world. 

Hope of the world, in you we put our trust. 

We ask that you will show us your purpose for 

our lives today and make us brave. We pray for 

those isolated from family and friends, those 

who feel anxious or depressed; those concerned 

about their future and those who have lost 

loved ones. Forgive us when our anxious 

thoughts cause us to lose our hold on faith and 

you; reclaim us with your gift of grace and fill 

us with that peace which is only found in you. 

Keep us from weak resignation and help us 

meet each other’s needs. We pray for a world 

governed by those who seek the welfare of all 

and who put the weakest first. We pray for 

strength, protection and compassion for all who 

are making sacrifices to keep others safe, to 

treat the ill and care for the elderly. 

Hope of the world, in you we put our trust. 

We pray for a future where there is harmony 

and celebration; where communities recognise 

the true values of putting others first, of caring 

for the environment and being willing to make 

sacrifices for the good of all. Raise up those who 

are able to speak words of wisdom and 

uncomfortable truths and help us to listen. 

Strengthen your Church and help us to find 

new and relevant ways of sharing the gospel of 

forgiveness and freedom. Give us the courage 

and willingness to be your witnesses in ways 

that are generous and resourceful and help us to 

leave behind the things that no longer matter.  

Hope of the world, in you we put our trust. 

Loving God, help us to welcome whatever lies 

before us, knowing that you are there. 

Amen. 

Hymn: This, this is the God we adore 

traditional musical arrangement:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_vSKjvryaM 

or a reggae arrangement to get you dancing (or 

at least tapping your feet):  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZE_Y8g-fgEw 

Closing prayer 

“My peace I give to you. Set your troubled 

hearts at rest.” 

Creator God, fill us anew with your peace in 

the days and weeks ahead, and help us to share 

with others our hope in you. 

Amen.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aV9aLPco_Tg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_vSKjvryaM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZE_Y8g-fgEw
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LRMC & PGMC Worship at Home Sunday 10th May 2020 

Hymns 

Crown him with many crowns - Singing the 

Faith 347 (edited: verses 3 and 4 combined) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vWRXvWZPUQ 

Crown him with many crowns, 

the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 

all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 

of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless King 

through all eternity. 

Crown him the Son of God, before the worlds 

began; 

and ye who tread where he has trod, 

crown him the Son of Man, 

who every grief has known 

that wrings the human breast, 

and takes and bears them for his own, 

that all in him may rest. 

Crown him the Lord of life, 

who triumphed o’er the grave, 

and rose victorious in the strife 

for those he came to save. 

His glories now we sing, 

who died, and rose on high; 

who died, eternal life to bring, 

and lives, that death may die. 

Crown him the Lord of Heaven; 

enthroned in worlds above. 

Crown him the king to whom is giv’n 

the wondrous name of Love. 

All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 

thy praise and glory shall not fail 

throughout eternity. 

In the darkness of the still night - Singing the 

Faith 109 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aV9aLPco_Tg 

In the darkness of the still night 

in the dawning of the daylight, 

in the mystery of creation, 

Creator God, you are there. 

In the breath of every being, 

in the birthing and the growing, 

in the earth and all its fullness, 

Creator God, you are there. 

In the homeless and the hungry, 

in the broken and the lonely, 

in the grieving of your people, 

Creator God, you are there. 

In the tears and in the heartache, 

in the Love through which we serve you, 

in the anguish of the dying, 

Creator God, you are there. 

In our hearts and in our thinking, 

in the longing and the dreaming, 

in the yearning of our heartbeat, 

Creator God, you are there. 

In the love for one another, 

in the sharing of our being 

in receiving and forgiving, 

Creator God, you are there. 

In our joys, our hopes, our healing, 

in awakening to revealing, 

in your call and our responding, 

Creator God, you are there. 

In our prayer and in our service, 

in our praise and in our worship, 

in your love that is eternal, 

Creator God, you are there. 

This, this is the God we adore – Singing the 

Faith 67 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_vSKjvryaM 

or for a reggae version and medley: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZE_Y8g-fgEw 

This, this is the God we adore, 

our faithful, unchangeable friend, 

whose love is as great as his power, 

and neither knows measure nor end. 

‘Tis Jesus, the first and the last, 

whose Spirit shall guide us safe home; 

we’ll praise him for all that is past, 

and trust him for all that’s to come. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vWRXvWZPUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aV9aLPco_Tg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_vSKjvryaM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZE_Y8g-fgEw

