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LONDON ROAD METHODIST CHURCH 

ORDER OF SERVICE FOR 10:30AM SUNDAY 3RD MAY 2020 

MORNING WORSHIP 

Welcome & Call to Worship 

Jesus says, ‘I am the gate.’ 

Come, and be loved. 

Come, and receive peace. 

Come, and find life. 

We come because we know we are welcome, O God. 

We come in the name of Jesus. 

We come because you call us by name, O God. 

We come in the name of Jesus. 

We come together to offer you our worship, O God. 

We come in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

SoF 2231 Bless the Lord, O my Soul 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSxocnIaN0A 

Let us Pray: 

For your presence in our lives, 

great Shepherd of the sheep: 

we praise and adore you. 

For the security you offer us, 

great Shepherd of the sheep: 

we praise and adore you. 

For your life that enriches our life, 

great Shepherd of the sheep: 

we praise and adore you. 

For the sense of belonging, 

great Shepherd of the sheep: 

we praise and adore you. 

For our place in your sheepfold, 

great Shepherd of the sheep: 

we praise and adore you. 

Generous God, you offer us abundant life, yet we ask 

for more; 

you offer us security and sanctuary, yet we seek our 

own way – despite the risks; 

you offer us guidance and direction, and we ignore 

you and take our own way. 

We are sorry for our ingratitude. 

We are sorry for our arrogance. 

We are sorry that we think we know best. 

Forgive us, renew us and restore us to abundant life in 

you, in the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Scriptures: Psalm 23 

SoF 1030 The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CSlfFUwmyFc 

Scriptures: John 10:1-10 

Sermon 

Whose voices do you listen to in your daily life? Radio 

presenters? Television personalities? Members of 

your family? The satnav when driving? Station 

announcements? Other people’s conversations? 

Unwanted telesales calls? 

  We are bombarded with voices, most of which our 

brains filter out. Some of them we do listen to, 

because they give us information and help us choose 

our direction. Jesus identifies his sheep as being those 

who hear his voice. How easily do we hear Jesus’ 

voice? Does it ever get drowned out by other voices? 

Do we let ourselves get distracted from listening for 

him? 

Jesus says that those who hear his voice and follow 

him will ‘come in and go out and find pasture’. Jesus 

modelled a way of life where he regularly sought out 

quiet, peace and stillness – time to be with God. 

Sabbath is no longer a nationally shared event, but as 

Christians we are still commanded to give a day a week 

to rest, to reconnecting with God and with family, 

whether that is Sunday or another day that fits our 

work and family patterns. When is your sabbath? 

Does your computer printer have a display that shows 

the level of each colour ink – so that you don’t run 

out? Sometimes there may be an abundance of black 

ink, but the magenta or cyan will be dangerously low. 

We often think of abundance as being filled with 

things and events. Jesus promised ‘abundant life’, but 

that is not the same as a ‘wealthy’ or a ‘successful’ life. 

How do you think your ideas of ‘abundance’ differ 

from those of Jesus? In all of our lives, however 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSxocnIaN0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CSlfFUwmyFc
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abundant we may feel in some areas, there will be 

something, some area, where we are lacking or 

struggling. It might be our finances, our relationships, 

our career or spiritual life. What in your life do you 

want to bring to Jesus for him to bless with his 

abundance? 

The disciples (in Acts) met each other’s needs by 

sharing their possessions and wealth. We are not used 

to this in our culture – neither that kind of dramatic 

generosity nor the vulnerability of having people know 

that we are in need. But we are church just as much as 

the community we read about in Acts. How can we 

meet each other’s needs? Perhaps as we find 

ourselves in these ‘unprecedented’ circumstances we 

are witnessing or even experiencing the realisation of 

this thought. It is encouraging to see how people are 

reaching out to one another recognising where 

‘abundance’ can meet ‘need’. Perhaps you can 

identify examples you have either witnessed or 

experienced. Maybe the more significant question is 

‘How can we ensure this does not simply stop when all 

this is over?’ In many instances the needs will not 

simply disappear. 

Some questions to ponder: 

1. How do I hear Jesus’ voice? 

2. Where are the areas of abundance and need in my 

life? 

3. How might I respond in sharing my abundance and 

being vulnerable enough to have my need met? 

Perhaps you might think of someone with whom you 

can share your answers. 

We Pray for Others & Lord’s Prayer 

Loving God, we pray for those whose lives are empty; 

for all who feel alone and unloved; 

for those whose lives lack purpose. 

Lord of love, 

bring them abundant life. 

We pray for those whose lives are filled with anger and 

bitterness; 

for those who cannot let go of the past, 

and so have no present or future. 

Lord of love, 

bring them abundant life. 

We pray for those whose lives are filled with anguish 

and pain; 

for those who suffer depression; 

for those who are afraid to go out; 

for those who cannot see a way forward. 

Lord of love, 

bring them abundant life. 

We pray for those who live on the edge; 

for those who watch others enjoy life but are unable 

to join the group; 

for those who lack faith; 

for those whom others ignore. 

Lord of love, 

bring them abundant life. 

We pray for your Church, remembering especially 

today Keith & Sandra Artes & family;  Jean Atkinson & 

family; Martin & Ros Baker; 

We give grateful thanks for answers to prayer for 

Audrey Coventry, Doreen Stirling and Anna 

Warmachowski and others. We continue to remember 

these and Pat Goadby, Denise Read, Doreen Hadman, 

Natalie Mentz, for Care Workers in Care Homes – 

especially Heathfield here in Horsham. 

Lord of love, 

Bring us abundant life. 

Loving God, may your abundant life 

fill our world, our church and ourselves, 

in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven…. 

SoF 830 I, the Lord of sea and sky 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gcL9S5a3weU 

Blessing 

Go out into the world. 

Go where God leads you. 

Go that you may serve him. 

And wherever you go, know that God is with you. 

Amen. 

Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of 

the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our 

Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip 

you with everything good for doing his will, and may 

he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus 

Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gcL9S5a3weU
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  LONDON ROAD METHODIST CHURCH 

HYMNS & SONGS FOR SUNDAY 3RD MAY 2020 

BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL; 

O my soul, worship His holy name. 

Sing like never before, O my soul. 

I’ll worship Your holy name. 

 

The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning; 

It’s time to sing Your song again. 

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me, 

Let me be singing when the evening comes. 

 

You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger, 

Your name is great and Your heart is kind. 

For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing; 

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 

 

And on that day when my strength is failing, 

The end draws near and my time has come, 

Still my soul will sing Your praise unending; 

Ten thousand years and then forever more! 
 

Jonas Myrin & Matt Redman 

Copyright © 2011 Thankyou Music/Said and Done/Jonas Myrin/ 

SHOUT! Publishing/Hillsong Publishing  

 

THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’ll not want. 

He makes me lie in pastures green. 

He leads me by the still, still waters, 

His goodness restores my soul. 

 

And I will trust in You alone. 

And I will trust in You alone, 

For Your endless mercy follows me, 

Your goodness will lead me home. 

(Descant) 

I will trust, I will trust in You. 

I will trust, I will trust in You. 

Endless mercy follows me, 

Goodness will lead me home. 

 

He guides my ways in righteousness, 

And He anoints my head with oil, 

And my cup, it overflows with joy, 

I feast on His pure delights. 

 

And though I walk the darkest path, 

I will not fear the evil one, 

For You are with me, and Your rod and staff 

Are the comfort I need to know. 
 

Stuart Townend. 

Copyright © 1996 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music. 

 

I, THE LORD OF SEA AND SKY, 

I have heard My people cry; 

All who dwell in dark and sin 

My hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

I will speak My word to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am, Lord. 

Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard You calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, 

If You lead me; 

I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people’s pain; 

I have wept for love of them – 

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

Give them hearts for love alone; 

I will speak My word to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame, 

I will set a feast for them – 

My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide 

Till their hearts are satisfied; 

I will give My life to them. 

Whom shall I send? 
 

Daniel L. Schutte. 

Copyright © 1991 Daniel L. Schutte and New Dawn Music. 

 


