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LONDON ROAD METHODIST CHURCH 

WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIAL FOR SUNDAY 26TH APRIL 2020 

 

Call to Worship 

In the mysteries of life, 

God meets us. 

In trying to make sense of what we don’t understand, 

God meets us. 

In the joy and the laughter, 

God meets us. 

In the sadness of our grief, 

God meets us. 

In listening to his words, 

God meets us. 

Come, let us worship our God of resurrection power, 

who meets us where we are. 

Come, let us worship Jesus, who knows and 

understands us. 

Come, let us worship the Spirit, who helps us in our 

need. 

Come, let us rejoice in the hope God gives us. 

We Sing:  The splendour of the King 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wDgmJFw6F64  

We Pray 

Here we are Lord, present to you, in the midst of 

confusing news stories and national lockdown. We are 

here, amongst fear and doubt, amongst busy key-

workers and worried furloughed-workers. We are 

here, amongst quiet streets and busy hospitals. We 

are here, not sure what the future will hold, waiting 

for the next announcement, praying for the wider 

world where coronavirus will be far more damaging 

than it might be here. Amongst all this uncertainty, we 

turn to you, Lord God, secure in your love and grace 

and the power of the risen Christ.  

Come to us; abide with us, risen and holy God.  

Amen. 

In the wonder, the beauty, the richness of the world 

you have made, we often miss seeing your glory, 

creator God. 

We praise and thank you that you always see us.  

In the mystery and beauty of a new born child, 

in the extraordinary complexities of the human body 

and soul, we often miss seeing your glory, creator God. 

We praise and thank you that you always see us.  

In the sacrificial giving of a son, loved more than we 

can ever know or understand, we often miss seeing 

your glory, saving God. 

We praise and thank you that you always see us.  

In your coming to us, in the meeting of our needs, 

when sadness or loneliness threaten to overwhelm 

our very being, we often miss seeing your glory, 

comforting God. 

We praise and thank you that you always see us.  

In the meeting with other people, in the being with a 

friend, in the sharing of a meal, in the listening to 

someone in need, we often miss seeing your glory, 

loving God. 

We praise and thank you that you always see us.  

As we make journeys along the road of life, some 

joyous, others with a heavy heart, you walk with us, 

loving God, 

We praise and thank you that you always see us. 

Amen. 

Scripture:  Psalm 116:1-4 & 12-19 

We Sing: Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-k2UqKcFIW8  

Scripture:  Luke 24:-13-35 

Sermon (With grateful thanks to Rev Kristin Ofstad – 

my URC colleague here in Horsham) 

The temptation in this story is to rush to the end – to 

savour the moment of recognition and feel the 

burning hearts of the disciples. However, before there 

were burning hearts, there were broken ones! 

The American writer Fred Buechner opens up a way of 

seeing Emmaus as a metaphor. He writes that 

Emmaus can be understood to be: ‘the place that we 

go to in order to escape - a bar, a movie, wherever it 

is we throw up our hands and say, "Let the whole 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wDgmJFw6F64
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-k2UqKcFIW8
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damned thing go hang. It makes no difference 

anyway"... Emmaus may be buying a new suit or a new 

car… or reading a second-rate novel or even writing 

one. Emmaus may be going to church on Sunday. 

Emmaus is whatever we do or wherever we go to 

make ourselves forget that the world holds nothing 

sacred: that even the wisest and bravest and loveliest 

decay and die; that even the noblest ideas that 

[people] have had - ideas about love and freedom and 

justice – have always in time been twisted out of 

shape by selfish [people] for selfish ends.’ (The 

Magnificent Defeat p85-86) 

All of this can be summed up in Cleopas’ desperate 

cry: ‘We had hoped…’ 

• that he [Jesus of Nazareth] was the one to 

redeem Israel. 

• that the governments of the world would make 

a serious effort to address the consequences of 

climate change; 

• that extreme poverty would become history, 

rather than an ever-growing reality; 

• that the war in Yemen would cease; 

• that the suffering in Syria would come to an end 

once and for all; 

• that the world and its governments had been 

better prepared for Covid-19; 

• that our children would have secure jobs and 

could afford to own their own home; 

• that food banks would no longer be needed. 

And these don’t even begin to address our own 

personal hopes and dreams, do they? How might you 

complete this sentence: ‘I had hoped…’? 

For many people, Emmaus is a safe place where hope 

is dismissed as dangerous. It’s ok to be an optimist, to 

look at the bright side. But hope is senseless, dreams 

are a waste of time. 

For Luke, Emmaus is not simply a destination – it is 

also what the disciples are doing. They are escaping to 

a place where they can forget that what is lovely and 

sacred dies. However, it is just then that they are 

joined by someone who seems intent on preventing 

that from happening. 

He makes them remember – remember everything 

that had been part and parcel of their journey over the 

previous three years or however long they had been a 

part of it. He makes them remember Kingdom – God’s 

Kingdom – he makes them remember healing and 

transformation, he makes them remember hopes and 

dreams. He even challenges them to remember what 

Jesus said about the end NOT being the end! 

The stranger takes bread and blesses it and breaks it 

and gives it to the two disciples. At that moment, 

despair and disappointment vanish and they know 

who he is; he's the risen Jesus! The risen Jesus 

disappears from their sight, but he doesn't vanish 

from their hearts. All they have spoken of together, 

everything that he has explained to them now makes 

sense. There is no void after all - God is present. 

Space and time are full of God! 

Within the hour, the disciples leave Emmaus. If 

Emmaus is the place to go when hope has decayed and 

died, then they can't stay there now that hope has 

been renewed. It's not just that they want to leave; 

they must leave. You can't stay in Emmaus once 

you've seen the risen Lord. 

‘I love this story. I love the way Luke tells it. I love the 

way it challenges the typical Christian comment: "I'm 

on a sacred journey to find Jesus." Emmaus is all about 

a God who is in a life-and-death search to find us, and 

often finds us on the run.’(Gary Charles. The E Prayer) 

As you ponder these thoughts take time to reflect on 

these questions: 

1. What was it that you had hoped? 

2. Where is Jesus now in your story? 

3. How might you respond to him now? 

We Sing:  Longing for light, we wait in darkness 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Y5N6oxIKH0  

We Pray for Others & Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray: 

For this Church and all its members, particularly those 

listed under Praying for the People of God. 

For the Churches in our town, Circuit and beyond… 

That the Church may be a true community of love, 

fulfilling its mission to bear witness to Christ, here and 

throughout the world. 

This is our prayer. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Y5N6oxIKH0
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We pray for our Ministers, District Chairs, President & Vice President of Conference, Barbara Glasson & Clive 

Marsh, along with Local Preachers and those who share in leadership across every denomination….. 

That all Leaders and teachers in the Church may be faithful servants of the Gospel, leading others into its way 

of life and strengthening their faith. 

This is our prayer. 

We pray for our Prime Minister and Government and all world leaders in this time of crisis. We pray for clarity, 

courage and compassion… 

That the world may live in peace, that the leaders of this nation and the nations of the world may govern with 

justice and mercy. 

This is our prayer. 

We pray for those listed in our prayer list and those known to us personally… 

That those who suffer from illness, poverty, loneliness or grief may be healed and comforted and that those 

who are oppressed or persecuted may be strengthened and set free. 

This is our prayer. 

We remember those who have died, especially Diana Hawkes and her family. 

That those whom we have known and loved who have died in the faith may be a glorious memory to us and a 

source of renewed fellowship with all the saints. 

This is our prayer, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us when we pray to say: Our Father...    

Amen. 

We Sing:  The Summons 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o469PRLdbHU 

Blessing 

When we are stumbling in desolation and despair, 

Our dreams shattered, and all hope lost: 

Risen Christ, meet us on that lonely road. 

When we cannot recognise any trace of your presence, 

and are baffled by confusion and our failure to understand: 

Risen Christ, speak words of comfort and hope. 

In our homes, our work and our everyday living, 

In our shared meals and welcome of the stranger, 

Risen Christ, show yourself in the breaking of bread. 

When we are delighted by startled recognition, 

And overwhelmed by joy in your presence: 

Risen Christ, send us out in confidence and hope 

To share the good news with friends and strangers. 

May the God who is your delight and joy 

bless you with life and growth, 

embrace you with shelter and protection, 

and dance with you along life’s way, 

now and through all your days. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o469PRLdbHU

