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THE METHODIST CHURCH 

ORDER OF SERVICE FOR LONDON ROAD METHODIST CHURCH 

10:30AM EASTER SUNDAY 12/04/2020 

 

Welcome & Call to Worship 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The Lord’s day is here, and we are here to celebrate the 

resurrection. 

We have gathered here, come amongst us, Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

StF 309  See what a morning, gloriously bright 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJrUEVKGXTQ 

We Pray 

God of love, on this Easter Day we celebrate, once again, 

the fact that your love cannot be destroyed. 

We thank you that grief was turned to joy, but we also 

remember today those whose grief is still strong and 

powerful, whose memories are painful and for whom 

life seems to hold no joy at all. 

We pray that they may be comforted and held in your 

love and care. 

We thank you that despair was turned to hope, but we 

also remember today those who live with very little 

hope, in situations of conflict, poverty or distress, over 

which they have no control. 

We pray that they may be strengthened and encouraged 

by knowing that you have not forgotten them. 

We thank you that the dark days were cancelled by that 

bright dawn and the promise of new life. 

So we remember today those for whom life holds little 

brightness, or promise. 

But we remember, too, that this good news of life 

beginning again was entrusted to those ordinary women 

and men who had known Jesus, and who were now 

given the task of continuing his work, with that same 

spirit of love and compassion shown by him in his 

lifetime. 

So as we celebrate today, the difference that 

resurrection can still make to so many lives, help us to 

take on our responsibility to pass on that good news 

with renewed enthusiasm. 

Amen 

Scriptures:  Colossians 3:1-4 

StF 332  Lord, I lift your name on high 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVqWEtfpTgo 

Gospel:  John 20:1-18 

Sermon 

Why are we here? 

What happens when we die? 

What is the meaning of life? 

(If you listened to the Hitchhiker’s’ Guide to the Galaxy, 

perhaps you are already muttering ‘42’).  

Is this all there is to existence? 

Perhaps these ‘big questions’ feel more pertinent than 

ever at the moment. 

Easter Sunday doesn’t necessarily answer all the big 

questions, and the Easter story raises one or two of its 

own... 

But Easter does add a huge portion of hope to the 

equation.  

That’s what this day is all about: because he lives, I can 

face tomorrow. On Easter Sunday, or Resurrection 

Sunday as it is in some traditions, we celebrate the 

remarkable crescendo of the gospel stories – where the 

crucified Jesus becomes the risen Jesus. Where death 

loses its sting. Where life, love and hope win against 

death, hate and despair. 

This crucial moment in the Christian story, and in the 

story of humanity, doesn’t immediately bring about the 

end of all that is evil, unjust or broken in our world.  

Easter doesn’t solve the world’s problems. We know 

that, as we live through the pain and confusion of a 

global pandemic.  

But that is why Easter matters. 

Because, at Easter, we realise that “the worst thing is 

never the last thing” (to quote Pastor Adam Hamilton 

from the Church of the Resurrection in the USA). 

At Easter, we learn that “it will be alright in the end, and 

if it’s not alright, it’s not the end” (to quote Mark 

Kermode, film reviewer and podcaster).  

The big questions, the uncertainty and the pain don’t 

disappear with the resurrection. But everything seems a 

little bit brighter. That’s what it means to be a 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJrUEVKGXTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVqWEtfpTgo
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resurrection people, to be an ‘Easter people’ – we have 

hope. 

So when it comes to questions about the afterlife, we 

can’t possibly know for certain what it will look like. But 

because of Jesus, because we believe in resurrection, we 

have hope. 

When it comes to existential questions like ‘why are we 

here?’ or ‘what is the meaning of life?’, we don’t know 

quite how to answer – but we have hope. 

When we think about the future, when we face up to 

uncertainty and anxiety, when we watch the news or live 

with the pain of our families and friends, we can’t bring 

immediate resolution. We can’t fix everything overnight. 

But we have hope. 

As Paul puts in in Colossians, we are ‘made alive’ in 

Christ. We live life to the full, and we live it with hope, 

because we are resurrection people. 

On that first Easter, Jesus’ followers found themselves 

locked away inside. Scared, confused, bereaved.  Their 

whole way of life, what was normal to them, their lives 

for the last few years, had been taken away from them, 

and so suddenly as well.  So as we sit in our homes, with 

so much of our normal not available to us, let us briefly 

look forward in the Gospel.  Pentecost was just around 

the corner for them – our Pentecost is just off in the 

distance.  The disciples will discover that they could not 

go back to how it had been, however much they wanted 

to… 

But that is for the coming weeks. 

So today, as you go about your day, whatever that 

involves, go about it with hope. 

Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Hallelujah! 

 

StF 298  Christ the Lord is risen today 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztugxIfwP4c  

Our Prayers of Intercession 

Let us pray. 

Hallelujah, He is risen, 

He is risen indeed Hallelujah 

God of peace and protection – in the light of your 

resurrection we pray for our world. 

The world is a place of darkness and hurt for so many, 

we pray specifically this morning for those whose lives 

have been displaced by war. God bring your peace to 

the divides created by our greed, pride and love for 

power. Wrap your protection and comfort around those 

fleeing from violence, may they find a place of welcome 

and support in the arms of your people. 

Hallelujah, He is risen, 

He is risen indeed Hallelujah 

God of love and life – in the light of your resurrection we 

pray for our communities. 

You call us to do life with others, we pray specifically this 

morning for those in our communities who feel alone. 

For those we meet in our day to day lives who are 

feeling alone, isolated, lost and abandoned. We pray 

that you would draw close, that they would know your 

presence in a real and tangible way. Enable us to 

become a community that loves and welcomes 

everyone the way you love and welcome us. 

Hallelujah, He is risen, 

He is risen indeed Hallelujah 

God of forgiveness and mercy – in the light of your 

resurrection we pray for ourselves. 

Through your love you offer us an eternity spent with 

you as co-heirs to the kingdom of Heaven, this day as we 

celebrate you triumphing over death we know that 

there have been times when we have not lived the way 

you would want us to, where our words, thoughts and 

actions have not glorified you, and we are sorry. So 

today, we ask for your forgiveness and we thank you for 

your mercy. 

Hallelujah, He is risen, 

He is risen indeed Hallelujah 

Amen. 

Our Father,…. 

 

StF 313  Thine be the glory 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPjTfw4a2ZE 

Blessing 

Go out into a world in need; and bring new life. 

Go out into a world of conflict and division; and bring 

peace. 

Go out into a world of hatred and greed; and bring love. 

Go out in Jesus’ name and in the power of the Spirit, a 

resurrection people. 

Amen. 

And now to him who can keep you on your feet, standing 

tall in his bright presence, fresh and celebrating—to our 

one God, our only Savior, through Jesus Christ, our 

Master, be glory, majesty, strength, and rule before all 

time, and now, and to the end of all time. 

Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztugxIfwP4c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPjTfw4a2ZE
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HYMNS FOR THIS SERVICE 

SEE, WHAT A MORNING, gloriously bright,  

With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem; 

Folded, the grave-clothes,  

Tomb filled with light,  

As the angels announce Christ is risen! 

See God’s salvation plan,  

Wrought in love, borne in pain,  

Paid in sacrifice,  

Fulfilled in Christ the Man,  

For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 
 

See Mary weeping, ’Where is He laid?’ 

As in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb; 

Hears a voice speaking,  

Calling her name; 

It’s the Master, the Lord raised to life again! 

The voice that spans the years, 

Speaking life, stirring hope,  

Bringing peace to us, 

Will sound till He appears, 

For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 
 

One with the Father, Ancient of Days, 

Through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty; 

Honour and blessing,  

Glory and praise 

To the King crowned with power and authority! 

And we are raised with Him, 

Death is dead, love has won,  

Christ has conquered; 

And we shall reign with Him, 

For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 
 

Stuart Townend & Keith Getty 

Copyright © 2003 Thankyou Music 

 

LORD, I LIFT YOUR NAME ON HIGH; 

Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 

I’m so glad You’re in my life; 

I’m so glad You came to save us. 
 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 

From the earth to the cross, My debt to pay. 

From the cross to the grave, 

From the grave to the sky, 

Lord, I lift Your name on high. 
 

Rick Founds. 

Copyright © 1989 Maranatha! Music/Adm. by CopyCare. 

 

 

CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY: Hallelujah! 

Sons of men and angels say: Hallelujah! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high: Hallelujah! 

Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply: Hallelujah! 
 

Love’s redeeming work is done: Hallelujah! 

Fought the fight, the battle won: Hallelujah! 

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal: Hallelujah! 

Christ hath burst the gates of hell: Hallelujah! 
 

Lives again our glorious King: Hallelujah! 

Where, O death, is now thy sting? Hallelujah! 

Once He died, our souls to save: Hallelujah! 

Where thy victory, O grave? Hallelujah! 
 

Soar we now where Christ hath led: Hallelujah! 

Following our exalted Head: Hallelujah! 

Made like Him, like Him we rise: Hallelujah! 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies: Hallelujah! 
 

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven: Hallelujah! 

Praise to Thee by both be given: Hallelujah! 

Thee we greet, in triumph sing: Hallelujah! 

Hail our resurrected King: Hallelujah! 
 

Charles Wesley 

 

THINE BE THE GLORY, Risen, conquering Son;  

Endless is the victory Thou o’er death hast won. 

Angels in bright raiment Rolled the stone away, 

Kept the folded grave-clothes Where Thy body lay. 
 

Thine be the glory, 

Risen, conquering Son; 

Endless is the victory 

Thou o’er death hast won! 
 

Lo, Jesus meets us, Risen from the tomb! 

Lovingly He greets us, Scatters fear and gloom. 

Let the church with gladness Hymns of triumph sing, 

For her Lord now liveth, Death hath lost its sting. 
 

No more we doubt Thee, Glorious Prince of life; 

Life is naught without Thee: Aid us in our strife; 

Make us more than conquerors, Through Thy deathless 

love; 

Lead us in Thy triumph To Thy home above. 
 

Edmond Louis Budry. 

Tr. R. Birch Hoyle. 


