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Call to Worship 

Come, pilgrim people. 

Come to worship the liberator and 

peacemaker 

who rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. Come 

to worship, pilgrim people.! 

Hymn - 265 Ride on, Ride On 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-qDQSj

nzH8) 

 

Bible Reading: Psalm 118 1-2 & 19-29 

Psalm 118 sounds notes of both celebration 

and expectation. It has encouraged pilgrims 

for centuries to revisit their history, but also to 

look for God’s deliverance.! 

Prayer of Approach 

Lord God, let us approach with shouts of 

praise: hosanna in the highest! 

Let us draw close to you on this day that 

caused disturbance and disruption. 

Let us approach the throne of the one who 

came as a humble servant, who came to set 

us free, to change things for ever. 

Hosanna to the one who comes in the name 

of the Lord. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in Heaven ...........  

 

Bible Reading: Matthew 21.1-11 

 

Reflection: New Leadership 

Suppose you are choosing new leadership for 

the country or for our Church community. 

In today’s climate of fear and worry what 

would your ideal candidates be like? What 

would be a nightmare? What might need to be 

changed or challenged by the new 

leadership? What do you hope will be 

retained? 

Reflecting on our own context, we can 

perhaps sympathise with the authorities in 

Jerusalem who learned to live with the status 

quo. They had experienced the dangers of 

fanaticism and its terrible cost. They had 

foreseen that this newcomer, Jesus, with his 

radical ideas and undoubted integrity, might 

demand more than they want to surrender! 

Would Jesus be our ideal candidate, or would 

we prefer someone less challenging and 

confrontational? 

Good news - the Messiah has come! The 

people acclaim him. Bad news - they see 

somebody else. They wanted a conquering 

monarch, a military leader, not a peacemaker 

riding on a donkey, on the way to a cross. 

Expectations can distort vision, so for many - 

those who want quick solutions rather than 

the revolution of the heart - Jesus is a 

disappointment. 

 

In a culture that worships power, celebrity and 

heroes, Jesus is seen as a failure. Yet power 

declines, celebrity fades, heroes dwindle. 

 

Read ‘Ozymandias' (included below). What 

endures? What sustains? In a world of Social 

Media; Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, who 

will we follow? 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Lord Jesus, you came to change the world. 

Forgive us when we become complacent, 

when change is difficult - and we give up. 

Lord Jesus, you came to serve, not to be 

served. 
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Forgive us when we put ourselves and our 

needs before those of our brothers and 

sisters. 

Lord Jesus, you came to bring peace. 

Forgive us when we cause more fights, 

more trouble, and more wars than peace. 

Lord Jesus, you came to set the captives free. 

Forgive us when we don’t stand up for justice 

and freedom for our neighbours. 

Lord Jesus, you came to meet us where we 

are. 

Forgive us when we don’t stand with each 

other through the pain and struggle.! 

Help us to change the world by serving one 

another, working for peace, standing up for 

justice, and walking with our fellow pilgrims! 

Amen. 

 

Praying for Others 

Lord Jesus, 

At this time we pray for all who give of 

themselves sacrificially, for those whose lives 

are dedicated to serving others: parents, 

carers, foster carers, doctors, nurses those 

caring for children or elderly relatives.! 

Let us travel together and lighten the load. 

We pray for those serving in war-torn and 

disease stricken countries around the world: 

medics, those who work in missions, the 

media, non-Government organisations and 

charities who bring food, shelter and healing 

to those in need, sometimes putting their lives 

on the line.! Let us travel together and lighten 

the load. 

We pray for those in our communities who 

need our unconditional love: those hurting 

from broken relationships, abuse, bullying, 

domestic violence; children and adults whose 

lives are bereft of love and hope.! Let us travel 

together and lighten the load. 

We pray for this community and congregation 

that we might be Easter people, laying down 

our lives to serve others, bringing hope to 

hopeless situations - the hope of the cross 

and resurrection.! 

Let us travel together and lighten the load. 

Amen.! 

Hymn - 64 Praise is rising 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgrLaUY

SPA0) 

 

Blessing 

As we end this time of worship, let us 

celebrate the king, the liberator, the servant, 

the one who caused disturbance - and let us 

do the same. 

Amen. 

Ozymandias - Percy Bysshe Shelley 

I met a traveller from an antique land, 

Who said — “Two vast and trunkless legs of stone 

Stand in the desert. . . . Near them, on the sand,! 

Half sunk a shattered visage lies, whose frown,! 

And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,! 

Tell that its sculptor well those passions read! 

Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,! 

The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed;! 

And on the pedestal, these words appear:! My name is Ozymandias, King of Kings; Look on my 

Works, ye Mighty, and despair!! 

Nothing beside remains. Round the decay Of that colossal Wreck, boundless and bare! 

The lone and level sands stretch far away.”  
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