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Call to Worship 

Come and worship the resurrection God, 

the Lord of all creation, 

who is always present, no matter what. 

Worship him today in spirit and in truth. 

Hymn 

This is the day, 

this is the day that the Lord has made, 

that the Lord has made. 

We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it, 

and be glad in it. 

This is the day that the Lord has made; 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, 

this is the day that the Lord has made. 

This is the day, 

this is the day when he rose again, 

when he rose again. 

We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it, 

and be glad in it. 

This is the day when he rose again; 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, 

this is the day when he rose again. 

This is the day, 

this is the day when the Spirit came, 

when the Spirit came. 

We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it, 

and be glad in it. 

This is the day when the Spirit came; 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, 

this is the day when the Spirit came. 

Psalm 19:1-4, 7-14 

Prayer 

Thank you, Lord, for your constant presence. 

Thank you for holding us and comforting us. 

Thank you for crying with us when we are hurting. 

Thank you for weeping with us when we are 

broken-hearted. 

Thank you, Lord, that you never let us down, 

that you always give us hope. 

God of new life, we give you thanks and praise today. 

Amen 

The Lord's Prayer: Our Father, who art ......  

Bible reading: Matthew 16: 21-25 

Reflection: Discipleship - Change your point of view 

Back in January, when I began exploring themes for the 

service I was due to take today a phrase that came to 

mind was 'change your mindset'. Little did I know then 

that we would be facing the challenges we are today 

which require us to have a completely different mindset 

as we grapple with new ways of living and being church. 

This conversation comes just after Peter has declared 

Jesus is the Messiah (Matthew 16: 16) and Jesus refers 

to Peter as the rock on which he will build his church. 

Yet, here, in complete contrast, we can almost hear 

Jesus shouting at Peter, telling him that he is a 

stumbling block. 

The issue is Peter's view of Jesus. He recognised Jesus as 

the Messiah but he didn't understand what that really 

meant. As a Jew, he had certain expectations of the 

Messiah which didn't include Jesus going to Jerusalem 

to die. Peter thought his view was right so he 

challenged what Jesus said. 

Peter's reaction is a very human one. The picture Jesus 

was painting was scary and Peter didn't want Jesus to 

be facing death. Peter could only see the difficulties that 

lay ahead and perhaps the dangers that he would face 

by going with Jesus, completely missing the message of 

hope in the words Jesus spoke - on the third day he 

would be raised from the dead. 

Jesus tells Peter he needs to change his 'mindset' and 

look at things from God's perspective, not a human one. 

To follow Him, the disciples needed to change their 

view of what Jesus had come to do and the way they 

lived their lives; they would have to take up their cross 

to follow him. 

As we move towards Holy Week and focus on the 

suffering of Jesus the idea of taking up our cross can be 

a difficult one. But Jesus doesn't say, 'you will have to 

take up my cross'; he says 'you will have to take up your 

cross'. Jesus knew he had to do what God wanted, even 

though it would mean death on the cross, so that when 

God raised him from the dead, the whole world could 

receive God's love and grace. 



 

In these words, I think Jesus is saying to his disciples, 

including us today, that taking up our cross means fully 

committing to doing what God is asking of us, whether 

easy or difficult. Following Jesus involves commitment, 

self-denial and a willingness to be changed which can be 

costly when measured against the values of the world. 

There may be times when we will have to make 

sacrifices which in the eyes of the world may appear to 

be 'losing' our life. With such a commitment though 

comes hope - if we are prepared to give our whole life to 

Jesus we can be secure in the knowledge that God will 

always be with us, allowing us to walk in true freedom 

until we receive the reward of eternal life. 

So, as we grapple with the challenges we currently face, 

let us pause and renew our commitment to following 

Jesus, asking for God's guidance to help us discern what 

we are being called to do today, whether that be 

through prayer, encouragement or practical support. 

Let us also remember that, however, scary the future 

may seem at the moment, we can rest secure in the 

hope we have in the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

Time of reflection 

Reflect on the words given below from Romans and, if 

you are able to, use the link to listen to a song by Matt 

Redman. Conclude with the prayer. 

https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=vCMCckwEiOc 

Romans 12: 2 (New Century Version) 

Do not be shaped by this world; instead be changed 

within by a new way of thinking. Then you will be able to 

decide what God wants for you; you will know what is 

good and pleasing to him and what is perfect. 

Prayer 

O God, we confess that we want to follow you, but get 

easily put off by the twists and turns of the journey. 

There are times when we are willing to carry the cross, 

but there are also times when we want to lay it down 

and let someone else pick it up. 

We are willing to speak your word, but sometimes do so 

quietly, so that it will not disturb anyone. 

Forgive us for our lack of trust in ourselves, in each 

other, and in you. 

Help us to learn how to reach out when we are 

struggling and to open our hearts and minds enough to 

let you empower us. 

For, however much we stumble, we want to walk with 

you. 

Amen. 

Praying for others 

God of love, we pray for the life of your Church 

throughout the world and for all the churches in 

Horsham. We remember the People of God and others 

we know that we have been asked to pray for. 

Renew all who worship that we may be a living 

fellowship in your Spirit and serve our neighbourhoods 

with love and compassion. 

God of mercy, we pray for the life of the world. It is a 

world where there can be so much greed and so little 

justice and yet it is also a world in which we are seeing 

numerous acts of kindness and generosity during the 

current crisis. We pray for all those volunteering to 

support the NHS and working to support the vulnerable 

in other ways. We pray especially for all the NHS staff 

as they work to care for all those who are ill. 

God of compassion, we pray for those who are facing 

times of difficulty, especially those living in fear and 

those feeling isolated during the current time. Give 

them your comfort and a sense of peace. 

We pause in a moment of silence to bring our own 

prayers before God, knowing we do so in the company 

of others. Amen. 

Hymn: All I once held dear – Singing the Faith 489 

 
Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LmY9Io7anak 

 

May God the Father remove all the stumbling blocks 

from your path. 

May God the Son give you the courage to take up your 

cross. 

And may God the Holy Spirit empower you to walk with 

confidence, day by day. 

Amen. 

Hymn: Show me the way of the Cross 

 – Singing the Faith 452 
Matt Redman (b. 1974) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vCMCckwEjOc 
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