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Call to Worship 

Let us proclaim God's bounty and blessing 

Let us proclaim God's goodness and providence! 

Let all who are hungry come and eat from God's provision. 

Let any who are thirsty come and drink from God's blessing. 

Let us rejoice in our generous God! 

 

We plough the fields and scatter (StF 130) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ha628Pj_Rns 
 

We plough the fields,  

and scatter the good seed on the land, 

but it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand: 

he sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain,  

The breezes and the sunshine, and soft, refreshing rain. 

 All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above; 

 Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all his love. 
 

He only is the maker of all things near and far; 

he paints the wayside flower, he lights the evening star; 

The winds and waves obey him, by him the birds are fed; 

Much more to us, his children, he gives our daily bread. 

 

We thank you then, O Father,  

for all things bright and good: 

The seed-time and the harvest,  

our life, our health, our food. 

Accept the gifts we offer for all your love imparts, 

And what you most desire, our humble, thankful hearts. 
               Matthias Claudius, trans. Jane Montgomery Campbell 

 

Opening Prayers 

In your time, Creator God, this world was put in place, 

and in your time became beautiful,  

through the craftsmanship of your love. 

Remind us always, as we look at sunrise, 

landscape and tiny child, 

that at the centre of all things, is the creative love of God. 

 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude,  

the spiritual blindness that prevents us  

from appreciating the wonder that is this world, 

the endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  

Forgive us for taking without giving,  

reaping without sowing.  

Open our eyes to see,  

our lips to praise, 

our hands to share.  

May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread and our 

footsteps be worthy of following for they lead to you.  

Amen 

 

 

 

Praise God for the harvest of orchard and field (StF 126) 

Praise God for the harvest of orchard and field, 

praise God for the people who gather their yield, 

the long hours of labour, the skills of a team, 

the patience of science, the power of machine. 
 

Praise God for the harvest that comes from afar, 

from market and harbour, the sea and the shore: 

foods packed and transported, and gathered and grown 

by God-given neighbours, unseen and unknown. 
 

Praise God for the harvest that’s quarried and mined, 

then sifted, and smelted, or shaped and refined: 

for oil and for iron, for copper and coal, 

praise God, who in love has provided them all. 
 

Praise God for the harvest of science and skill, 

the urge to discover, create and fulfil: 

for dreams and inventions that promise to gain 

a future more hopeful, a world more humane. 
 

Praise God for the harvest of mercy and love 

from leaders and peoples who struggle and serve 

for patience and kindness, that all may be led 

to freedom and justice, and all may be fed. 
           Brian Wren © 1974, 1996, Stainer and Bell  

 

Readings 

Deuteronomy 26: 1-15 

Luke 12: 16-31 

 

Praise and thanksgiving (StF 125) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cNx8I0Alaug 

 

Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer, 

for all things living you have made good; 

harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 

hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 
 

Lord bless the labour we bring to serve you, 

that with our neighbour we may be fed. 

Sowing or tilling, we would work with you; 

harvesting, milling, for daily bread. 
 

Father, providing food for your children, 

your wisdom guiding teaches us share 

one with another, so that, rejoicing, 

sister and brother may know your care. 
 

Then will your blessing reach every people; 

each one confessing your gracious hand. 

When you are reigning no one will hunger: 

your love sustaining fruitful the land. 
         Albert Frederick Bayly © 1988 Oxford University Press 
   

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ha628Pj_Rns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cNx8I0Alaug


 

 

 

 

  

Harvest Festival – a time for celebration(?) 
I wonder what comes into your mind when you hear the 

words harvest and Harvest Festival? 
 

I thought back to growing up in Shropshire and the 

Harvest Festival services held in the Methodist church in 

Much Wenlock.  It would be full of gifts of flowers, fruit 

and vegetables, many complete with soil and roots, as 

well as bundles of barley and wheat.  As well as this visual 

display there was also an amazing aroma as you went in.  

My other recollection of these celebrations was the 

Harvest sale on Monday evening when all the produce 

would be auctioned off to raise money for charity. 
 

We still celebrate Harvest Festival but this has changed 

over the years.  Churches may still be decorated but there 

is less fresh produce, reflecting the fact that fewer of us 

grow our own fruit and vegetables or the produce is more 

exotic reflecting the globalisation of our food supplies.  

Gifts of food are in the form of tinned and packaged 

goods to be shared with those in need while the themes 

of our Harvest Festival services often remind us of the 

difficulties faced by others elsewhere in the world 

struggling to get the resources they need to survive. 
 

When we were discussing how to decorate the church for 

the online service, concern was expressed about doing 

that given the current circumstances.  We are aware of 

people who are struggling with increased poverty due to 

the pandemic, with the foodbank in Horsham struggling to 

meet demand.  Headlines warn of rising food prices with 

the wheat harvest in the UK 40% lower this year due to 

the extremes of weather we have had, while climate 

change is affecting weather patterns resulting in famines 

and the destruction of livelihoods through devastating 

floods, fires and other natural disasters. 
 

So, in the light of all this, is it right that we still have a 

Harvest Festival and see it as a time of celebration? 
 

Reflecting on the reading from Deuteronomy may help us 

answer that question.  In the reading we heard Moses 

instructing the Israelites to offer at their place of worship 

the first produce from the crops they harvested. This was 

an act by individuals but within the context of being part 

of a worshipping community.  The physical act celebrated 

the gift and bounty of the promised land, reminding them 

this was not something they had achieved in their own 

strength but through the generosity of God, while the 

words Moses gave them to say reminded them of God’s 

saving action and deliverance when they were vulnerable 

and oppressed in foreign lands.   
 

We give praise and thanks to God when we gather for 

worship throughout the year, but Harvest Festival is an 

opportunity for us to really pause and consider all that 

God has given us.  It is important that we celebrate and 

 

 

thank God for the resources he has created and provides 

us with, reflecting his love and care for us.  At Harvest 

Festival we focus on the food the earth produces but, as 

our second hymn reminded us, we should also remember 

all the other things we benefit and prosper from. 
 

Many of us though are not involved in the physical 

production of the goods we celebrate at Harvest.  In her 

commentary, Esther Menn (an Old Testament Professor) 

points out that in the Jewish tradition, the first fruits 

offered as part of this festival were native to the land that 

the Israelites were now living in.  She suggests that we 

need to look at our own contexts to identify what our first 

fruits are.  As well as giving thanks for traditional harvest 

goods, we need to give thanks for, and offer back to God, 

what we have been given uniquely by Him; friends and 

families, our skills and talents, all that helps us to prosper.   
 

But as we do so, we need to remember that for some in 

our community, their current circumstances will make 

such celebrations difficult to join in with, that it may be 

hard for them to recognise God’s generosity and gifts, or 

even recognise God’s presence with them in their lives, as 

they deal with hardship, illness and loss. 
 

So, is it right that we still have a Harvest Festival and see it 

as a time of celebration? 
 

I think part of the answer is yes – it is important for us to 

celebrate and thank God for the resources he has given 

us.  Our gratitude in the present moment connects us 

with the ongoing story of God’s work in the world as our 

celebrations help us to recognise God’s faithfulness and 

generosity both now and in the past.   
 

But I also think that is not the complete answer to the 

question.  The instructions Moses gives to the Israelites 

are not just about the act of worship and thanksgiving for 

the harvest.  Throughout Deuteronomy there are 

commands to the Israelites to support and protect those 

who are economically marginalised and without their own 

property.  In verses 11 and 12 Moses tells the Israelites 

that those who are economically marginalised are to be 

included in the harvest celebrations alongside the 

landowners while the tithes mean the produce of the 

promised land is to be shared with everyone in the 

community.  This is a reminder to the Israelites of the 

generosity God showed to them when they were landless 

and vulnerable, and reminds us today of the inclusivity of 

God’s generosity, an inclusivity that we need to emulate 

as stewards of all that God has given us. 
 

During lockdown we heard stories about communities 

coming together, hearing about a resurgence in 

community spirit as people, both friends and strangers, 

helped others.  If we think back though, to the period just 

before the lockdown started, empty supermarket shelves 

 



  told a different story, one of people thinking of 

themselves with panic buying and stockpiling leaving 

others struggling to buy the essentials they needed. 

Perhaps a very understandable human reaction in 

uncertain and rapidly changing times with fear and 

anxiety about the future; a reaction it was difficult not to 

get drawn into as shortages became self-perpetuating. 

 

Even in good times human nature can still lead us to be 

rather selfish, which is reflected in the parable from 

Luke’s Gospel.  The rich man was not a fool in the sense 

that he did not have the skills and knowledge to be a 

good farmer - in fact you could argue he was acting 

responsibly to make sure the crops he produced can all 

be stored safely.  When Luke uses the word fool in this 

story, it is foolishness that is associated with greed and 

with the neglect of justice and love of God.   
 

The issue is that the rich farmer was totally focused on 

himself; when he is thinking about what he should do, he 

only refers to himself, and it is clear that his decision to 

build bigger barns to store his crops is not to be able to 

keep them safely so they can be shared with others, 

perhaps when there is a poor harvest in the future, but 

so he can sit back and take life easy as he feels he has 

secured his future.  He does not appear to have thought 

that he should thank God for the crops he has harvested 

and seems to have no thought of what God might require 

of him, not seeking God’s guidance about what he should 

do when faced with the bounty of the land he owns. 
 

Are there times when: 

- we place too much value on what we have or become 

complacent about it, forgetting to thank God for His 

provision and generosity?   

- we are like the farmer relying on ourselves as we plan 

for the future, something it is perhaps easy to do when 

things are going well? 

- we are so preoccupied with our own needs and 

ensuring that we have enough now and for the future, 

that we fail to see the needs of others?   
 

If we are honest with ourselves, we know that there are 

times when we do not reflect the inclusive generosity of 

God, both in good times and in more difficult times.   
 

In the second part of the passage from Luke, Jesus 

recognises that our selfishness is often underpinned by 

anxiety and fear about the future but reminds us that 

God is concerned for each and every one of us.  By 

turning to God and having a right relationship with him 

we can have hope in the future which will enable us to 

live generously with others whatever the situations we 

find ourselves in. 
 

 

 

 

So, is it right that we still have a Harvest Festival and see 

it as a time of celebration? 

 

Yes, it is right to celebrate Harvest and the reading from 

Deuteronomy gives us a pattern for this worship.  It is an 

important opportunity to remember and acknowledge 

what God has given and done for us, both as individuals 

and as part of a worshipping community.  Although our 

thanksgiving and celebration start from our own 

perspective of what we want to thank God for in our 

lives, the reading reminds us that we need to go further 

than this.  God’s generosity is inclusive and we need to 

do more to share all the resources God has given us. 
 

It is also a reminder that if we remain focused on 

ourselves, we will miss opportunities to share the story 

of God’s faithfulness, love and grace with those around 

us, especially those on the margins of our society.   
 

For our worship, thanksgiving and celebration to have 

true meaning we need to share all that God has provided 

with those around us, as we seek to share the hope that 

comes from knowing the living God in our lives. 
 

Dennis Tucker, a professor of Christian Scriptures, says: 

“……for such celebration to remain individualised is to 

miss the power of story – our shared story.  The 

individualised gift of gratitude is only properly 

understood when rooted in the life of his or her 

community.  And gratitude only finally reaches its 

proper end when it manifests itself within the life of the 

community.” 
 

A prayer of reflection 

As we celebrate and give thanks for our blessings at 

harvest, this prayer helps us also to remember those who 

do not have such good things. 
 

When we hear the gentle sound of the rain watering the 

earth, help us to remember the thirst of those whose 

land is dry. 
 

When we feel the warmth of the sun on our faces, 

help us to remember the plight of those locked away in 

darkness. 
 

When we buy the fruit of the world's harvest, help us to 

remember the hunger of those whose basket is empty. 
 

When we enjoy the ease of communicating around the 

world, help us to remember those who are isolated 

from their friends. 
 

When we relax in times of holiday, help us to remember 

those who have to work without ceasing. 
 

 

 

 



 
When we celebrate our blessings at harvest time, 

help us remember those who experience disaster. 
 

Pause for a moment of reflection 
 

May our remembering reactivate our conscience 

and result in a renewed commitment to Christ in our 

neighbour.  Amen 
 

Prayers of intercession 

Generous God, at this harvest time we thank you for all 

the good things you give us.  As we thank you for our food, 

we remember all those who do not have enough for even 

one proper meal each day.  Lord, bless all those who suffer 

because of the greed of others.  
 

We pray for the homeless, and those who depend on the 

charity of others.  We pray for the work of the Horsham 

Night Shelter, and local foodbanks, providing food for 

those in need.  Help us to share the harvests of the world 

more fairly, so everyone can be fed and there will be no 

more starvation.  Lord of the harvest: hear our prayer  
 

At this harvest time, we thank you for the hard work of all 

those who grow, protect and prepare our food; for the 

shopkeepers, the transport delivery drivers, the processors 

and the farmers.  Bless all those, Lord, who do not earn a 

fair day’s pay for their hard work, both at home and in 

other countries.  Help us to want to buy local produce and 

fairly traded goods wherever we can so that everyone can 

work with dignity and there will be no more poverty.  

Lord of the harvest: hear our prayer  
 

At this harvest time we thank you for the world we see 

around us; for the flowers, the trees and the animals. Bless 

all those who care for them, Lord.  Help us to protect your 

creation by being careful about how we use your 

resources, so that there will be clean water, clean air and 

plenty of wild birds, mammals and insects to maintain the 

ecological balance of our countryside.  

Lord of the harvest: hear our prayer  
 

We give thanks for all that is good in your creation and all 

who bring in the harvest of the sea and the land.  We are 

conscious of so much that we get wrong.  So we give 

thanks too, for your grace and patience with us, when we 

fail to look after your world as we should.  Help us to 

change so that we too become a new creation walking in 

the light of your Gospel.  

Lord of the harvest: hear our prayer  
 

At this harvest time we ask for your blessing on our 

families, friends and neighbours, and on those who are 

sick.  We pray for those whose lives have been gathered in 

to your presence, whose work here is done: help us to 

recognise the interdependence of all of life and the 

 

 

 

importance of just relations and community, and help us 

become good stewards of all you continue to give us, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

Lord of the harvest: hear our prayer  
 

Source of all life, and giver of all that is good, hear our 

prayers and grant us all that is in accordance with your 

will; Merciful Father, accept these prayers, for the sake of 

your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Here in the modern city 

(Tune: Wir pflügen / We plough the fields and scatter) 

 

Here in the modern city, we have no fields to plough; 

our food is grown by others and comes,  

we know not how; 

and yet we want to offer our harvest praise today, 

for still in God's creation we have our part to play 

 

All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above, 

Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all his love. 

 

We place our trust in money, and in the welfare state; 

but these we know are human so justice has to wait; 

the harvest is unequal and some, they have no bread. 

O help us to keep fighting 'til all your folk are fed. 

 

So at this time of harvest our grateful thanks we sing; 

the first fruits of our labours, our lives an offering. 

Let's plant the seed of justice 

and work that it might grow, 

until God's reign eternal, on earth its fruit shall show. 

 
© Tim Presswood and Clare McBeath, Crumbs of Hope: Prayers from 

the City , 2006, used with kind permission.  Taken from order of 

service for Harvest Festival from All We Can 

 

Going out prayer 

 

We bless you, God of Seed and Harvest, 

And we bless each other, 

That the beauty of this world, 

And the love that created it, 

Might be expressed though our lives 

And be a blessing to others, 

Now and always 

Amen 

 

 

 
Reprinted under CCLI No 944608 

Materials from Roots and an order of service for 

Harvest Festival from All We Can have been used in 

this service 


